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hich, by unanimous consent, was considered and 
Ww ’ 


agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


j ire into the expediency of esta- 
erycied to inquire In veney 
sia ng ports of entry at Grand Gulfand Rodney, 
in the State of Mississ'ppt. 

The re-olu'ious submitted yesterday by Messrs. 
Wat and Youna, were severally considered and 
oreed tu. 
a ORDFR OF THE DAY. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settlement 
of that part of the Territory of Florida now over- 
run by nostile bands of marauding Indians, being 
taken up. ‘ 

Mr. STRANGE addressed the Senate at length 
jn opposition to ihe bill. 

Mr. TAPPAN sabmitted some amendments, 
which he proposed tu offer to the bill, which were 
ordered to be printed. ; 

The Senate then went into an Exccutive session, 
afier which, it 

Adjourned until Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fraipay, January 10, 1840. 

Tae CHAIR announced that the subject matter 
before the House was toe resoluton of Mr. Camp- 
peut of South Carolina, proposing to refer a'! the 
documents and testimony :n relaton to the New 
Jersey disputed election to the commi't-e on that 
sudjer!; and Mr. BeLi’s substitu e therefor, d-clar- 
ing tha’ ihe gentlemen without certificates should 
not be qualified. 

Mr. RANDOLPH, who was enti:le/ to the floor, 
was about proceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr. GIDDINGS, who inquired of the Cuatr, 
whether he was not entitled to the floor, on the 
question of public printing. 

The CHAIR decided shat the gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. RanpoLpu] was entitled to it, on 
the questivn announce 

Mr. DAVIS submited a motion to proceed to 
the election of Chaplain ‘o the House; but 

The SPEAKER ruled it out of order, without a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. STANLY inquired if this was not the day 
to proceed to the elecr:on of public Printer. 

Mr. WISE. That will come up at ? o'clock. 

Mr. RANDOLPH in'imated that he was willing 
toyield his mghtto the floor, if the gen:l-men of 
all parties were dispos°d to tike the question. 

Mr. CLIFFORD expressed his wish to address 
the Hous? at ‘a ge upon the question before it, aid, 
lor one, could not consent. 

Mr. RANDOLPH then proceeded to argue the 
question at some length. He jusiiied the clerks of 
courts in siepping over the laws of New Jersey 
When they hid conceived, or it had come to their 
knowledge, that a fraud had been committed on 
heballot box. They did not pretend to investigate 
the votes, but refused to receive an illegal retarn 
of vole; .t was on that ground that the returns 
from the town of Millville were excluded; they 
Wre not received in the time preser bed by the laws 
ofNew Jersey. The law is express as to the time. 
‘le returns were not .n coatormity to the laws, 
iasmuch as they were not received for six or seven 
hours afier the time presciiled there'n, and until 
tfer the fact had been asceita:ned by the cleik that 
tlarge number of alien and i‘lezal votes had bsen 
ken. They were not exclud-d from the return 

‘cause the clerk hed any right, unter the law, 
"investizaie the polls, but because of the know- 
idee he had 1eceived of the nature of the returns 
‘ohim, by the reiurn jucges, of which, under the 
dseretion given him by the law, he had the rigat to 
éelermine, as to the legality or illegality. He 
faid the lists of the county clerks had been received 
ythe Executive of New Jersey, and the question 
"as starie! whether the Governor was not bound 
send for the retarns of Millville and South Am- 
‘oy, He read the law, which made it thé duty of 
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the Governor to send by express for a!l absent re- 
turns; but he denied that the law contemplaied any 
other returns than tho-e of the county clerks, aad 
maintained that he had no right to send for the re- 
turns of the polls. Toe clerks had exercised their 
discretion in excluding those polls, and the higher 
authcrities of the State had no right to go behind 
the lisis of votes returned by them. He was eon- 
fid nt that was therght construction of the law; 
aid cited cases where the returning officers, the 
ccuoty clerks, had exercised the same discretion, 
and had throws out several towssh:ps, at different 
prr.ods in the his ory of New Jersey. He was 
undeisteod to admit, that, if the Governor had the 
power to go behind the county clerk’sr-turas, he 
was bound by his cath to s:nd an express for the 
polis; but the question had been raised 
by the Governor himself, before the Privy 
Council whether it was not his du'y, under the law, 
to send tor the absent rejected returns. The pre- 
sident of the Counc:! had examined into the ques- 
tioa, and a different con-truction, and, he believed, 
a correct One, Was put upen the law. And ano- 
ther question, he said, had been raised in the Coun- 
cil, Whether those papers which had been read in 
the House as conelnsive testimony, could be re- 
ceived by them. The Counc! decided proper'y that 
they could not; and he was correct heretofore in 
saying that the returns of Millville and Scuth Am- 
boy were not before them. Mr. R. then denounced 
the course the Heuse had pursued towards the State 
of which he was now the sole Representative; and 
concluded by expressing to the House his con- 
sciousness of the g eat responsibility which had de- 
volved on him ia consequence. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine regretted that he had 
been unsucces-ful in his attempi to get the floor, 
immediately afier the gentleman from Virginia 
[Mr. Borrs] had taken his seat, merely te reply to 
tiat part of the gentleman’s speech which related 
to himself. [twas not his wish or intention to en- 
ter in'o the meri's of the question of the right of 
the claimants to seats in the House as memters 
from the State of New Jersey, believing, as he 
did, that the House had become heartily disgusted 
with the discussion of that question, and the reite- 
ration of arguments, which had been so often re- 
peated, that they were as familiar as household 
words. Nor did he consider the merits of that case 
as now legimately before the House, and open to 
discussion, under the proposition of the g:nt!eman 
from Teanessee to amend the resolution of the 
chairman of the Commitlee on Privileges and Elec- 
ton, [Mr. Camesety.] The question upon that 
amendment did not, in ihe opinion of Mr. S. open 
the main question of right to seats, nor could u be 
the proper subject of debate, until the facts and 
evuience had been fully examined and reported by 
tae commitiee to which they weuld be referred. 

Mr. S. said, he only rose to explain and reply to 
a portion of the speech of the gentleman fiom Vir- 
g:nia, which had been introtuced with special re- 
ference to the course which he (Mr. S.) had 
taken in the House. The gentleman hai read 
from newspapers published in Maine, by the new 
friend and ally of the Whig party, the late represen- 
tative from Cumberland ds'rict, an extractof a 
speech said to have Leen delivered by Mr. S. in 
the Leg slature of Maiue, in the year 1530; and bad 
atlemptrd 'o show a manifest discrepancy by a 
comparison of the principles and opivions avowed 
in that speech, with the course of Mr. S. in this 
House. Mr. 8. was unable to say whether his re- 
marks in the Legislature of Maine had been cor- 
rectly reporied in the paper from which the gen- 
tleman hai read. [t was utterly impos-ible for 
him to recollect, with any degree of distinctness or 
precision, what the tenor of his remarks had been 
upon the occasiun alluded to. But he well remem- 
bered the case of Andrew Roberts in the Maine 
Legislature—the decision upon it, and the glorious 
results produced by it. That the cace might be 


better understeod by the House, he would briefly 
state it. 
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The House of Representatives of Maine, in 1830, 
was nearly equally divided. Neither pary could 
count with much certainty upon a majorty. In 
the Senate there were eight Democrats, and the 
same“number of Federalists, and five vacancies, 
which, by the Cons'itution ef that State, alter the 
constitational candidates had been designated by 
the Senators elect, were to be filled by such Sena- 
tors and the House of Representatives in conven- 
tion. Andrew Robertson appeared as the R-pre- 
sentative of the town of Waterbcrough, in the 
county of York—with his certificate of e'ecicn, 
and, netoriously, a large majority of the votes cf 
the people in his favor. No other person c'aimed 
a seat from that towa, and there was no evidence 
before the House tending to impeach, or in any man- 
ner control that certificate. Butthe beceral party 
had heard that Mr. R. had not been elected on the 
second Monday of September, the day designated by 
Constitution of Maine for holding town meetings 
for the choice of town officers, but that the meet- 
ing in Waterborough, having c:mpleted bat a part 
of the business for which it was celled on that day, 
had adjourned to the day following, to c mpicte the 
el. cuons; and that, on that day, Mr. R. was cect d. 
There was a mass of evidence in the case—s-alet 
up—and which could not be examned, be.ng 
directed to the Speaker ; and the Federal patty un- 
dertook to expel Mr. Robeits from his seat, aod, 
to their disgrace, succeeded in the execution of that 
nefarious purpose. They then preceeded to elect 
their Speaker, which was done by a majority of one 





| pote! they filled the vacancies in the Senate with 


their own men—an:! counted the votes for Gover- 
nor in such a manner as_ barely to elect their can- 
didate. 

The proceedings of that Legislature would long 
be remembered by the people of Maine. They 
formed a most important epoch in the history of 
that State. What, sir, did they do? Suspend a 
member who had obtained a certificate, or commis- 
sion, as some gentlemen pleased to call it, against 
a clear, deci’ed, and acknowledged majority of voles 
thrown by the people—a majority not only ‘proved 
by undeubted evidence, but confessed npen the 
floor by the member himeelf ? Notso. But they 
rudely expelled a member from his seat who had 
his regular credentia's, and the majority of the 
votes, and the law and Constitution, and right, and 
justice, all in hs favor; and by this outrage e'ected 
their Speaker by a majority of one vole! What was 
the consequence of this outrage in that State? The 
people—the Democracy—had, at the next e'ection, 
arisen in their majesiy, and hurled the principal 
actors in these scenes from their places—redeemed 
the State from Federal thraldom, and, with the ex- 
ception of a single year, had held the Government 
ever since. 

The same result had followed the course of 
Governor Pennington in New Jersey. After 
the Congressioval election in 1833, at which 
Messrs. Dickerson and his asseciates had 
been legally ‘elected, the Governor undertook, 
for reasons expre-sed by him at the time, to give 
certificates of election to other gentlemen, who had 
received but a minority of the votes. The State 
election followed in 1839; and what was the verdict 
of the people upon his conduct? Instead of the hun- 
dred Democratic majority given in 1838 for Messrs. 
Dickerson and others, they threw nearly Two 
THOUSAND Democratic majori'y. A more trium- 
phant and emphatic expression of the voice of the 
people could hardly have been given. Could it be 
believed that, after the people had thus set their 
seal of disapprobation upon the Executive of the 
State, gentlemen would have the unblushing har- 
dihcod to appear here and claim seats under the 
‘broad seal” of that Executive? 

Mr. 8. had, in the Maine Legislature, opposed 
the going into the investigation of the righ! to a 
seai—not contested by another—whicb had been 
gained by a majority of the people’s votes, and 
which, by any evidence before the House, was not 
doubted or disputed. He would co sonow. He 
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would have been the last man to have refused the 
members from New Jersey holding the Governor’s 
certificaie, a segt in the House, had it not been 
proved by the clearest evidence, and by the acknow- 
ledgment of the members themselves, that such 
certificate was not in accordance with the majority 
of votes given for members of Congress at the elec- 
tion named in that certificate. ‘That the commis- 
sion given to those was an Outrage upon the right 
of suflrage—a right forming the corner stone of 
the mighty fabiic of freedom which had been 
erected by the patriots of the Revo.uiion—a right, 
the violation of which by town oflicers, or county 
otlicers, or State officers, would inflict a deadly 
wound upon the liberties of the people. ‘The prin- 
ciples and opinions expressed by him in the Legis- 
lature of Maine, Mr. 8. still entertained; and when 
a similar case was precented, her: or elsewhere, ne 
should not fail to avow and reiterate them. 

The gentleman {rem Virginia had remarked at 
the commencement of his speech, that if he bad 
consulted his inclination, he should have remained, 
as he had done the first three weeks of the session, 
a silent bat pained spectator of the procecdings ol 
the House. But the high duty he owed to his con- 
stituents impelled him to‘come forward and mani- 
fest his deep and unmitigated hostility to the 
course which had been pursued by the friends of 
the Administiation upon this and other questions 

Mr. S. had listened to the gentleman with great 
pleasure, and should have received additional gra- 
tification had he confined himself to the question 
under debate, and not travelled out of the record to 
atiack, gratuitously and without cause, the course 
of gentlemen who differed from him in opinion, 


cipfed motives for their coaduct on this floor. 
‘The gentleman had stated, most broadly, that the 
majority of the House, in excluding the minority 
claimants from New Jersey, had beea governed 
wholly by party feelings; disregarded right, tram- 
pled wpon the Constitution, and violated the princi- 
ples of common honesty. Such wholesale de- 
nuncia'ions had been of common and every day 
occurrence during the whole debate upon this ques- 
tion, by many other gentiemen upon the same side 
wih the gentleman from Virgima. Avs one of that 
majority, Mr. S. repelled the charge as false and 
unfoended, and he should teel ithisduty, wherever, 
whenever, and by whosmoever it might be made, tu 
hurl it back as a vile and base slander. The gen- 
tleman from Virzinia had repudiated the dcctrine 
of State Rights. Mr. 8. acknowledged that he 
was right in that position. His whole course, his 
votes and speech, were utierly at variance with 
State Rights, with the immunities ard sacred pri- 
vileges of the people, for which State Rights mea 
were the distinguished champions. 

Tne gentiemen had accused the friends of the 
Administration of disfranchisjng the State of New 
Jersey. Mr. 8S. saidit was not so. ‘hat it was 
the Governor and his Privy Council who had at- 
tempted to accomplish that object—that they had 
attempted to set at naught the will and to stifle 
ithe voice of the majority; and for it the speedy re- 
tribution of an abused and indignant people await- 
ed them. 

The gentleman seemed to be much annoyed at 
the speech of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Dun- 
cAN.] [twas not the first tjme, said Mr. S. that his 
triend from Ohio had been a thorn in the side of the 
Federal party. His speeches were not ornamented 
with rhetorical flourishes and high sounding words: 
they were made up of facts and figures, spread out 
io a plain and uavernished manner, and expressed 
in elear and intelligible language, which carried 
conviction wherever they were read. The people— 
ihe bone and muscle of the country—sought them, 
and read them, and were convinced by them. But 
the gent'eman from Virginia had declined to fullow 
the gentleman from Ohio, or to attempt to answer 
his arguments, but contented himsell, at one 
fell swoop, to pronounce the speech as containing 
more falschoods and misrepresentations than 
any production he had ever seen. Mr. 8. 

said this was a very easy and convenient way of 
disposing of an argument, which coald not be suc- 
cessfully answered. It was the common method 


adopted by weak men when they were cornered by 
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ningion’s broad seal, which covered the Constitu- 
tion and laws, the wii), and the rights of the people; 
and which, like that seal, would fail to have effect 
with men of honest minds. But the gentleman 
pretended to be much disgusted with what he 
pleased toterm the wanton attacks of the gentleman 
from Ohio. That gent'eman, [Mr Borvs,) said 
Mr. 8. should be the last man in this House 
to complain of the wanton attacks of others. No 
man has used them more freely and more unre- 
servedly than himself. 

Had ihe gentleman from Ohio gone out of his 
way to attack individva's, who, afier a long and 
eminent course of public duties, in the cabinet and 
the field, had retred from the public, service, 


|| crowned with honor, aud were now upon the bor- 
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ders of the grave? Had the speech of the gentle- 
man from Ohio been disgraced by an outrage like 
tha‘? No, sir. It was left tothe gentleman from 
Virginia to do that deed—to denounce, in his place 
here, Andrew Jackson, as one of the greatest tyrants 
which this or any other country had known! And, 
(said Mr. 8.) he now repeats it, and shall have all 
the honor of the charge and its petition. But, 
(said Mr. 8.) history in all time to come with 
brand, bone deep, the falsehood of that charge 
upon the head of him who makes it. An- 
drew Jackson a iyrant! The man who left 
the Senate of the Uniled States, and the domestic 
comforts of his fireside, to volunteer in defence of 
his country—who rescued our bleeding frortier 
from the torch and the tomahawk—who expelled 
the merciless savage from our borders! Andrew 


m, || Jaekson atyrant! who bared his bosom to the Bri- 
and to impute to them the vilest and most unprin- || 
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tish bayonet, as well as the Indian tomahawk, and 
drove the trained bands of England from our 
shores, and saved “the beauty and booty” of one 
of the fairest cities in our land from pol-ution and 
desolation! Andrew Jackson a tyrant! who, after 
having restored peace to his bleeding country, re- 
signed the “sword for the plough, and the spear for 
the pruning hook,” seek ng rest and retirement in 
the shades of his own Hermitage. Let the gentle- 
man have the g'ory of making that charge—the 
veriest slave in the land will not envy him. 

The question before the House, said Mr. S. is 
upon the proposition of the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, [Mr. Bett ] to amend the resoiution of the 
chainman of the Commitiee of Elections, by insert- 
ing two other resolutions. Mr. S. was opposed to 
suchamendment. The resolutions contained state- 
ments which were untrue. They assigned a reason 
for the stand taken by the friends of the Adminis- 
tration, which was not the true one. The gentle- 
man from Tennessee had, very gratuitously, in his 
second resolution, stated the cause of the suspen- 
sion of Mr. Aycarica and his associates from 
their seats, to be to enable them to prove 
that there was no fraud in the Governor’s 
ceit.ficate. Such was net the reason which 
had induced the votes which Mr. &. had 
given upon that question. He had voted to 
exclude those gentlemen from seats until they could 
show that the Masority, which it had been proved 
was given against them by the people, and which 
they themselves confessed here, was a fraudulent 
majority. If thatcould not be shown, they surely 
were not entitled to their seats; and, until it was 
shown, they were and ought to be excluded. 

The hour of 1 having arrived, 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired whether he was not 
entitled to the floor upon the subject of public 
printing, which had been postponed until this day, 
aud whether that subject was not the special order 
of the day. 

Some conversation here took place as to the pro- 
priety of disposing of the subject now under dis- 
cussion, before going into the election for Printer. 

Mr. BELL here withdrew his substitute for the 
resolutions of Mr. Campsetn, which he presumed 
would prevent any further discussion upon that 
subject, and would thereby enable the House to pro- 
ceed to the election of Printer. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER having obtained the 
floor, said it was not material as to the particular 
proposition on which he addressed the House, and 
he would, therefore, make his remarks on the re- 
solution of the gentleman from fouth Carolina, 








(Mr. Camppent.) M Siieeadiaenen 
r. CAMPBELL. } r. S. then proceede 
remarks for a short time; when ~ was aa his 
by “ATU ied 

Mr. GIDDINGS, who- again claimed the riot 
to address the House on the question of sie 
printing. * 

The CHAIR stated that the election of Printe 
was postponed to a day certain, and was nota < : 
cial order, as the gentleman had supposed, and ihe 
resolution of Mr. Camrpeut of South Carolina COL: 
sequently had piecedence. He would also inform 
the House that the day had expired under Which 
the order for the Clerk t» employ a lempora 
printer could be executed, and that no printiy 
could be done under it after to-day. $ 

Mr. WISE thought the House had better go into 
the election of Printer, in view of the expiration of 
the previous order of the House, empowering he 
Cuirrk to have the printing executed. ; 

Mr. FILLMORE concurred with the genils. 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] and did not Come 
sider that there was any other business of more 
importance before them than the election of pubjie 
Printer. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE thought they had better take 
the question on the resolution now properly befo:e 
the House, and pes'pone the election ot Printer yp. 
til to-morrow. 

The CHAIR reiterated his decision that the sub. 
ject before the House was the resolution of Mr, 
CAMPBELL. 

Mr. GIDDINGS appealed fiom said decision; 
upon which question 

Mr. GRAVES demanded the yeas and nays, 

Mr. BELL here asked the gentleman from Ohio 
[Mr. Gippines] to withdraw his appeal. It is ad. 
mitted that this order is not a special order, and the 
business properly before the House is the resolu. 
tion of Mr. Camrpet. If the question on the ap. 
peal be pressed, we shall be compelled to sustain 
the decision of the Cuair, or violate all parliamen- 
tary rules. The House could, by general consent, 
proceed to the election of Printer; but if it was a 
special erder, any gentleman on the floor could in- 
terrupt the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Srans. 
WEATHER] and demand that they proceed to the 
election; when the House would determine 
whether the business before it should go on or be 
laid aside for the special order. The questioa, 
however, as to the election of Printer, was only a 
postponement till a day certain; and _ therelore 
could only be taken up by the general consent of 
the House. 

Cons.derable discussion here ensued, in which 
Messrs. GIDDINGS, CLIFFORD, STARK- 
WEATHER, POPE, and GRAVES took part; 
the latter gentleman being of epinion that the 
election of Printer having been postponed until one 
o’clock to-day, had precedence at that hour,over the 
resolution then before them. 

Mr. CLIFFORD said, the error of the genile- 
min from Keatucky [Mr. Graves] lies in this. 
He does not discriminate between a special order 
and a postponement toa day certain. The former 
must be taken up atthe the hour designated, in 
preference to all other business, while the latter 
goes on the general orders, and comes up with 
them in its turn. 

Afler some remarks from Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

Mr. WISE called for the previous question on 
the appeal, which was seconded by the House. 

Then on the question, Shall the main question be 

ut? 
: Mr. ADAMS observed that, so far as he under 
stood this question, the decision of the SpeaKER was 
contrary to the established practice of the House. 
Mr. A, was proceeding to discuss the point in- 
volved, when he was called to order, and told tha! 
an appeal was not debatable. 

Mr. GIDDiNGS said that, having been appealed 
to by several gentlemen around him, he would 
withdraw his appeal, and permit the discussion 04 
the resolution to go on. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER then obtained the 
floor, and addressed the House at some leagth cb 
the general question of the New Jersey elecuon, 
replying conclusively to the a:gamenis of the gen 
tlemen who have supported the claims of the cet 
tificate claimants. He took the constitutional 
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sround that the people alone have the right to say 
© 9 shall represent them in the Congress of the 
ae r States, and that neither the Governor, the 
Uae Council, nor clerks, of New Jersey, have a 
Pavy appoint their Representatives. He further 
right 4 that, as the Governor and Privy Council 
ae Jersey have not the right to appoint Repre- 
a for the people, neither have they the 
cone make evidence which shall exclusively be 
ied to determine the fact of membership by 
ce House of Representatives; for if they pos- 
co sed the latier, they would necessarily possess the 
former He repudiated the assumption that the 
House could not go behind the returns of a Go- 
verpor of a State; for if this doctrine prevailed, the 
Government would, as a necessary cons: quence, be 
1 «solved, because the Governor of a State, having 
ihe power to Commiss on Representatives, with 
the power also to make the evidence of mem ber- 
ship which the House could not go behind, might 
gnd Representatives here in Opposition to the will 
of the people, and thus the Federal Government 
sould be virtually overturned. [The speech of 
\ir. S. will be given to the readers of the Globe 
very shortly. ee : 

Mr. CLIFFORD said, it was true that this sub- 
ject had oceupied most of the lime of Congress 
since the opening of the session; and it was also 
yae that that time had been chiefly spent in listen- 
jag to speeches from the gentiemen who sustain the 
claims of the members commissioned by the Gu- 
rerno: of New Jersey; for little of the time of the 
House had been occupied by those who oppose 
the claims of these pretenders, and who underiake 
to sustain the rights of the Representatives elected 
by the people. The first three weeks of the session 
he believed were entirely devoted to the subject; 
and he had supposed that, after the decision upon 
the final proposition ofthe gentleman from Vir- 
ginia,{Mr. Wise,] and after that gentleman himself 
had proclaimed that the victory was with the party 
in the majority—that the batttle has been fought, 
and that he and his friends had lost it—that they 
would have suffered the matter, without further 
controve:sy, to go tothe Commiitee of Elections. 
But when the honorable chairman of that commit- 
wee (Mr. Campse.t] proposed a resolution having 
ih's object in view, every obstacle is thrown in the 
way—amendment after amendment is pied on it; 
aod he had a right to complain when gentlemen 
undertake to pass by the question immediately be- 
fotethe House, and go into a discussion not only of 
ine merits of the controversy, but into a discussion 
of the past decisions of the House, animadverting, 
with great severity, on the course of the majority, 
while he and others on his side of the question had 
not yet had an opportunity of saying a word on the 
subject. The gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
Borrs,] and others who preceded him, had taken 
ihis course, and the gentleman from New Jersey 
(Mt. Ranpotpn] had been permitted again and 
again to occupy the time of the House, in reiterating 
the same arguments, and in reviewing the whole 
mailer connected with the New Jersey elections. 
Upto this time, (Mr. C. said.) he had contented 
hinself with giving a silent vote on the various ques- 
ious that had been presented in re'ation to this sub- 
‘tl,taking care that the effect of every vote should be 
osustain the rights of the people; and he would still 
nave continued to pursue that course had it not 
been for some remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
inia, (Mr. Borrs,] who made it the ground of com- 
paint that those opposed to him on this question 
tad not entered sutticiently into the discussion, and 
ninvated that their silence was caused not by a 
‘ure to avoid a useless consumption of time, but 
‘cause of a want of confidence in the justice of 
‘er cause. Under these circumstances, and as the 
‘arse of the House had been called in question, 

ule the majority, of which he was one, had been 
severely censured, he would ask the indulgence 

‘the House while he explained the reasons and 

oives which had governed him and his friends in 

course they had taken, promising that he would 
‘ Unnecessarily consume the time of the House, 
dthathe would be as brief in the remarks he 

4% about to offer as the nature of the subject 
oulp permit. 

As the official conduct of the Clerk of the House 
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Mr. Gar.anp] had been frequently censured in 
the course of the discussions growing out of the 
case of the New Jersey contesied election—as the 
Clerk had applied to the House to permit him to 
make a writlen statement explanatory of his con- 
duct, which courtesy had been denied him, and as 
the gentleman fiom Virgina [Mr. Borts} had 
complained that those who composed the majority 
of the House did not choose to discuss the ques- 
tion, afier having refused permission to the Clerk 
to read his statemeat, be [Mr. C.} would make that 
paper a part of his speech, and read it as such; and 
he trusted that no geatieman would object to it. 

Mr. PECK said he objected to a gentle- 
man’s reading, as a partof his speech, an argu- 
ment concocted by another person, and addressed 
to the House, which he considered as out of order. 
Mr. P. observed at the time that he was willing to 
listen to a speech of any length that Mr, Ciirrorp 
himself might make. 

Mr. CLIFFORD trusted that no gentleman on 
that floor would object to his reading, as part of his 
speech, a paper which the Clerk had offered to the 
House in explanation of his conduct, which had 
been so often called in question. In the little legis- 
lative experience he had had, he never knew this 
courtesy to be objected to, but in two instances; one 
of which was, in this House, where the objection 
was overruled, and the otuer was in the Legisla- 
ture of his State, where the reading of a paper by 
a member was refused, because he was manilestly 
endeavoring to consume time unnecessarily. The 
House (Mr. C. said) bad yesterday permitted the 
geatleman from New Jeisey [Mr. Ranpo.tpu] to 
have read from the Clerk’s table a mass of ex parte 
depositions, and he therefore hoped a like courtesy 
would not be refused to him. 

Mr. PECK still objeciing— 

Mr. CLIFFORD asked leave of the House to 
have the paper read; when 

Mr. CLIFFORD called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and on taking the question, it 
was decided in the aflirmative—yeas 110, nays 68, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, H. J. Ander- 
son, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Biddle, Black, Blackwell, Botts 
Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, 8. H. Butler, John Camp- 
bell, William B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Clifiurd, Coles, Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, East- 
man, Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, Gentry, 
Gerry, Goggin, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Hillen, Hoimes, Wook, Howaid, Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, 
J. Johnson, C. Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, 
Kemble, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, 
Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Ridgway, 
Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, John 
Smith, Thos. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumpter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Williams, 
J. L. Williams, Wise, and Worthington—110. 

NAYS—Messrs. John W. Allen, Simeon H. Anderson, An- 
drews, Bell, Bond, Calhoun, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James 
Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Edward 
Davies, G. Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, E¢wardsa, Jas. 
Garland, R. Garland, Gates, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hill of Virginia, Hotlman, James, 
Charles Johnston, William Cost Johnson, Keinpshall, Law- 
rence, Lincoln, Marvin. Monroe, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Pa- 
len, Peck, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Reed, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, P. J. 
Wagner, E. D. White, J. White, Thos. W. Williams, Lewis 
Wiltiams, and 8. Williams—63. 


The House having thus decided that the state- 
ment might be read, it was read accordingly from 
the Clerk’s table; after which, 

Mr. CLIFFORD yielded the floor to 

Mr. REYNOLDS, who moved an adjournment; 
and 

Mr. STANLY having called for the yeas and 
nays, which call was not sustained, only 17-mem- 
bers rising in favor of it, 

The question was taken by tellers, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 92, nays 49; so 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, January 11, 1840. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House acom- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
enclosing a printed copy of the receipts and ex- 
penditures of the year 1839; which was referred 
to the Committee un Public Expenditures. 








| The SPEAKER announced the order of 


tne 
day; which was the resolution of the chaiman 
of the Committee on Elections, | Mr. Cameneie ot 
South Carolina,} proposing to refer to that commt- 
tee all the papers and testimony relaucg to the 
New Jeisey disputed election. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, who was entitled to the flo : 
was about resuming his remarks; whea he was i- 
terrupted by 

Mr. BOTTS, who prevailed upon Mr. C. to yield 
the floor, to enable him to propound an interrogator, 
to Mr. Smitn of Maine, in reference to his remarks 
of yesterday. 

Mr. B. regretted that it was not in his power oa 
yesterday to get the floor to reply to that venileman. 
His position before that House and te eountry 
now, in consequence of those remaiks, ce quired 
that he should notice them, however much he re 
gretied to be compelled to occupy the time of the 
House to reply to language of a personal and 
offensive character. I the first place, he would be 
pleased to learn from the gentlemen from Maine 
whether he wished or intended them to apply in a 
personally offensive character or noi? Mr. 8B. said 
he wished him to state distinctly to the Hlouse whe- 
ther in the language, ‘a vile and base slander,” 
used in reply to his remarks characierizing and ¢ 
nouncing the course of the Democratic party in the 
New Jersey disputed election—and bis lenguage, 
“that his'ory, in all time to come, will! brand, bo 
deep, the falsehood of that charge upon the head of 
him who makes it,” in reply to my retarks de- 
nouncing General Jackson as a tyrent, was in- 
tended by him to have a personal application to 
me? He required a distinct answer. 

Mr. SMITEI said before he should consent to 
coinply with the demand thus preremptorly made 
upon him by the gentleman from Virginia, he must 
first have the decision of the Chair, that he should 
be permitted to reply to any remarks in which that 
gentleman might be permitted to indulge aiter Mr. 
S should have made the explanation requested. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
gentleman trom Virginia would not be permuted 
to make any remarks not in order; and that it 
would depend entitely upoa the courte.y of the 
other gentieman from Maiae, [Mr. Cutrrorp | who 
was entitled to the floor, whether Mr. 8. be eflorded 
an opportunity to reply. 

Mr. SMITH then appealed to the gentleman 
from Maine, who had yielded the floor to the gentle- 
man from Virginia, whether he would extend the 
same courtesy to him to reply to tha! gentleman. 
To which 

Mr. CLIFFORD replied, “ certainly.” 

Mr. SMITH said he had supposed that the opi- 
nions advanced by him yesterday, in reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, had been express:d in- 
language sufficiently explicit not to be misunder- 
stood. He had endeavored to avoid all ambiguity, 
and to use the plainest terms of speech; and if be 
had failed to be apprehended by that, or any othe: 
gentleman, it was because he had not the ability to 
express himre'f with greater c’earness. ‘The sen- 
timents he had uttered, were his houest and sincere 
convictions, and he should not hesitate, at all times, 
on proper occasions, to avoid and repeat them. 
Entertaining, as he did, the most exalted 
opinion of the late President of tie United 
States, and holding his character and  pub- 
lic services in the highest veneration and 
respect, he should never, here or elsewhere, 
permit them to be wantonly assailed without repe!- 
ling, to the best of his abiliy, any attack which 
might be made upon them. ‘The cnarge made by 
the gentleman, in his speech, wholly unprovoked as 
it was, in the opinion of Mr. Smirn, merited re- 
buke. But it was a principle well understood, that 
the character of public men is matter of opinion, 
about which individuals had a light to difier. 
Whether Andrew Jacksan were, as Mr. 8. believed 
him to be,a patrict, or, as the gentleman from 
Virginia had professed to believe, a tyrant 
was a matter of opinion. The genileman 
had, in the strongest terms, denounced him asa 
tyrant of the blackest dye. Mr. 8S. had felt it his 


duty tosay, in reply, what he was willingto re- 
peat—that history, in all coming time, wonld pro- 
nounce that opinion erroneous and false. He had 
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not, ant hebelieved he could not have been so 
understood by any member of the House, charged 
any ventiemar wih uttering a willul and delibe- 
rate falvehood. He had too much respect for the 
h wh station he occupied upon that floor to be guilty 
of so gross a violation of propnety. He had too 
much regard for himself, and those wao sent him 
here, thus to msalt the House of Representatives 
of tue Uo ted States. 

Mr. BO'TIS said he understood the remarks of 
ihe gentleman as a disclaimer of any intention to 
aunvuwelo hmany improper motive, and that his 
lancuagecf yesterday was ame‘e matter of opinion; 
that history would speak in tones of reprobation of 
ihe language he had used towards General Jack- 
son. He unterstood the gentleman as having 
d.s:laimed any isteution of havirg used the re- 
miutks inthe slightest degree as personally offi n- 
sive to him: if mot, Le wished hin distinctly so to 
state to the Fouse. 

Mr. SMIVH was here proceeding to reply, by 
reiterating what he had Le'ore said, tut 
interrapied by 

The CHAIR, who was of the opinion that no im- 
potition bad been cast by the gentleman from 
Maine in hs speech o yesterday, cn the gentleman 
from Virgivia, or any ober gentleman. The 
Cuarrk pan the careful attention to the re- 
marks of tie gentleman, ant understood kis re 
matks to have a general applicant n 

Mr. SM!VTH of Maine said, that such, he would 
venture to assert, Was the ucderstanding of every 
enthinan cu the floor. 

Mr. DUNCAN assed permission of the gentle- 
man enttiet tothe floor [Mr. Ciirrorp}] to name 
“a paper he intended to have introduced as part of 
his speech yesterday, as he contemplated inserting 
tin the prnted report of that speech. It was 
wothing more than partof the first instalment of 
his speech delivered some days ago, and which 

inthe gallery had turned into 


Was 


noost 


gerteman 
rhyme, and seat to the Globe Office, 

Mr. CLIFFORD was then abont to resume his 
argaumen', when 

Mr. PECK observed that, before the gentleman 
wenton with hic remarks, he wished to know if the 
Cierk had finirhed the reading of hjs speech. The 
Curr had skipped the ttle page ahd part of the 
ancedotes, avd as the House had required the 
whole document to be read, he wanted to hear the 
test of at, 

Mr. CLIFFORD said he did not acquiesce in the 
principle laid Coxn by the gentleman. The House 
had granted him permission to have a certain docu- 
ment read, and he might avail himself of the privi- 
iege of using the whole, cr a part of it, as he 
pleased. He had not, however, the slightest o'jec- 
ion to the CLerk’s reading the whole of the state- 
inent, 

Mr. Gastann, the Clerk, then read the notes and 
references sppeudei to bis statement—the s‘ate- 

re titsel’ bav ng been read yes'erday. 

Mr. CLIFFOR Othen took the tloor an dcompleted 
his able argument, commenced yesterday; replying 
conclusively to the argumn's of the several gen- 
ilemea who sustained the claimants commissioned 
by the Governor of New J-rsey, and referring to 
various authorities and precedents which bore him 
out in the positions assumed. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania desired to say a 
few words on the subject then under discussion and 
he should be as brief as possible in the remarks he 
wes about to make, pledging himself beforehand 
v the House that he shoeld not eke out his speech 
by callteg for the readiog of insolent lecture: from 
a presumptuous subordinate, or any mater not 
strictly pertinent to the subject. He should pro- 
cece! at onee to the discussion of the 
question before the House, and, with _ its 
permission, woald change his positon. [Mr. C. 
then took a p'ace on the fleor nearer to the Chair 
than the one he occupied.) If he was not mistaken, 
Mr. C. said, the amendment of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee to the resolutions of the gentleman from 
South Carolina, required that the Commitiee of 
Etections should report upon the returns and other 
papers, now in the possession of the House, before 
proceeding to a full and final investigation of 
the New Jersey elections, by purging. the 


same 
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polls; and this amendment contemplated the 
rendering of more speedy justice to the State 
of New Jersey than would be done by the 
resolution of the gentleman from fSon'h Caro- 
lina. He should, for that reason, vote for it. If 
wrong had been done to the State of New Jersey, 
the more speedily that wrong was redressed the 
better; and as the reso'ution of the gentleman from 
Tennesse, offered as an amendment to the reso- 
lution of the Chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, con‘emplated the most speedy re- 
medy, he should give it the preference. Let us 
enquire, said he, if wrong has been done to the Sta’e 
of New Jersey by the course of this House. As the 
question of the propricty or impropriety of the re- 
solutions of the gentleman from ‘Teanessee depend- 
ed upon the question whether wrong had been done 
or not, let us, said Mr. C. examine whether the 
State of New Jer-ey hes been injured by the course 
of this House or not. Mr. C here, it being near 
four o’c'ock, yielded the floor to 

Mr. CRANSTON, on whose metion 

The House adjeurned. 

IN SENATE, 
Monpay, January 13, 1840. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, showing, in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate, the condition of the two 
per cent. fund reserved for making a road or roads 
lead ng to the S'ate of Mississippi; which was laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
States,transmitung, in compliance? witha resolution 
of the Senate, a statement showing the amounts 
paid for private claims under special acis of Con- 
gress during the last five years; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a messige from the Pres deat, in compli- 
ance with the resolu‘ion of the Senate of the 30:h 
ult. which wes laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Trea- 
sary, incomptiance wih a resolution of the Se- 
nate, in relation to the exaction of duties from, 
and the desc’iption of papers furnished to, vessels 
employed in the whale fishery; which was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report of the Secretary of War, accom- 
panied by a communication from the Commiss oner 
of Indian Affairs, with estimates of the appropria- 
tions nece-sary for the service of the Indian ce- 
partment for the yeir 1849; which was reac, 
and oidered to be printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the memorial of a num- 
ber of c.tizens of Racine, in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, praying an appropriation for the construc- 
tion of a harbor at that place; which was 1eferred 
to the Cc mmitiee on Commerce, aud ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented a memorial on the 
same subject, which was referred to the same com- 
miitee. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
the peiition of the heirs of Jo-eph Rodedoux, on 
the files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. LINN presented the petition of Adam D. 
Stewart; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. WALKER presented the petition of John 
Briggs, a Revolutionary soldier; which was refer- 
rel to the Commiitee on Pensions, 

Mr. PRESTON presented the petition of the 
heirs of James Mayson,deceased; which was referred 
to the Commi tee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of John 
Scrivener, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed during the last war wih Great Britain; 
which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Willkam 
Hodsen, praying remuneration for property de- 
stroyed by the enemy during the last war with 
Great Britain; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. M. also presented the petition of Jame: 
Tongue, for the same object; which was referred to 
the same committee. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN gave notice that, to-morrow, 


————— eee eee 


he wouli ask leave to in‘roduce a bill to Preven 
the interference of certain Federal officers jn oy 


tions. 

_On motion by Mr. BETTS, ordered that the pee 
tition of Lewis Newrisha, now on fi €, be referred 
to the Committee on Persions 

Oa motion by Mr. TAPPAN, ordered that the 
petition and papers now on fie in the case of x 

. . ; 4va- 
hum Ward be referred to the Committee on Revo. 
lutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. KING, it was ordered that the 
Committee oa Commerce be discharged irom the 
further consideration of the petiuon cf the Vestry 
and chu'chwardens of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Charleston, S. C. and thatit be referreg 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WHITE, of Tennessee, presented a pream. 
ble and resolutions of the Leg:siature of the Sia 
ef Tennessee, which he asked might be read, laid 
on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The resolutions were then read, and were as (0). 
lows: 

Wuereas, the General Assembly of the State of Tennesses 
have, on various occasions, When in their opinion the great 
public interests of the country demanded it, expressed, jy the 
must solemn form, their views in regard to questions of a na. 
tional character involving the welfare of the people of th 
United ptates, and have at all times, when ieemed necessary 19 
give practical effect to the sentiments which they entertained 
availed themselves of the power which legitimately, and i, 
conformity with long established Republican usage, throughou 
the Union, belonged to them, of instructing their Senators, and 
requesting their Representatives in Congress to carry outas to 
specific measures, their declared wishes; and whereas, tle 
exiraordinary circumstances which have existed for the Jay 
few years in the financial and commercial interests of ths 
United States remain unabated, and under causes of increased 
excitement and difficulty, vriginating, as we believe, 1n the same 
vast source of public mischief; and whereas, we do solemmly 
believe that to that source, the late Bank of the United States, 
is in a great degree to be attributed the oppressive calamities 
under which we have suffered and through which we are now 
actually passing; and whereas, during the history of the last 
few years we have seen this mammoth moneyed power strug: 
giing almost with success against the Government, and wieli- 
ing a power in the production of panic and disaster, that, in the 
language of its boldest advocates, we were pronounced to be 
in the midst of a revolution; and the terrible evils which we 
have not only been taught it may inflict, and the present ad: 
monitions, which proceed from the last throes and agonies of 
that expiring power, justify us, and demand at the hands of 
the General Assembly, who should truly be the guardians of 
the happiness and prosperity of the people, any effori which can 
in any wise strengthen the councils of the nation against te 
recurrence of similar causes and results, and which may e- 
courage the Administration of the country to adhere to its exist. 
ing Wise and prudent policy in regard to this great and absorb: 
ing subject: and 

Whereas, the Constitution of the United States contemplatesa 
Treasury to be beld by the Government, wholly free trom any 
necessary connection with banks, and the present crisis, as well 
astimes past, have demonstrated the wisdom of sucha mea 
sure; this General Assembly do most fully approve the policy 
heretoiore recommended by the President of the United States 
in relation to what has been denominated an Independent Trea- 
su 'y, and believe thatthe passage of the measure brought for- 
ward inthe last Congress, or some similar system upon this 
subject, would be not only prudent, but is absolutely demanded 
by the peculiar and remarkable vicissitudes which have acted 
powerfully upow the currency and commerce of our country; 
and, further, that euch a measure would contribute to the more 
permanent stability of our institutions, the independence of the 
Government for al purposes of peace and war, to check the 
will and extravagant spirit of the age that has come upon us 
w:th areckless fury, and would ultimately tend to bring us back 
tu sober reflection, steady pursuits, and the confirmed posses: 
sion of an ample prosperity: and Es 

Whereas, this General Assembly do believe, that the public 
domain of the United States should not be treated by the General 
Government as a mere source for the acquisition of money to 
the public Treasury, but by reducing the price to reasonable 
and moderate rates should rather be regarded as the great and 
extensive means of encouragement to the augmentation of our 
populat ien, and the reward of the laborer and the husband: 
man, (by the grant of pre-emption rights) who in times of peri! 
will be a powerful bulwark to the frontier, and the right arm of 
safety and defence against the hostile invasion of a foreign [0e: 
and 

Whereas, the liberty of speech and the freedom of the press 
are considered as invaded directly, or by implicalion, In the 
provisious of a bill which was brought before the Senate of 
the United States at the last session of Sangre, entitled ‘‘a bill 
to prevent the interference of certain Federal offivers in elec: 
tions:”? and ; 

Whereas, the people ofthe United States have long paid 
tribute of millions to the monopolists of salt, under the (a 
which has been imposed upon the foreign importations of that 
necessary article, whereby the quantity which would otherwie 
have been introduced into the United Sates has been dim 
nished, and the price to the consumer increased: and ie 

Whereas, reviewing the history of our Government for : 
last ten years, a period which will be remarkable through 8 
future time, and looking around upon the events now being daily 
developed, this General Assemby have reason to congratulae 
the country that its destinies were cast at the approach Oy 
greatand tiyi gevents which have, within that period, raple'y 
succeeded «acho her, in the hands of uur venerable an’! patric 
fellow-citi:en Andrew Jackson: and, whereas, his policy beets 
the restora jo : of that system which was hailed in 1800, “i 
estab'ishm« n of sound principles, and was steadily purev y 
him and tr: n:mitted with the imprees of his character 4 
hands of bh @ distinguished successor: and, whereas, the fi 
and patient w.sdom ofthe present Chief Magistrate, pursuleg 
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the same policy, has successtull conducted our domestic and | 

‘relations in the midst of peculiar and very extraordina- | 
fore'G ities: Therefore, be it | 
iy di Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Ten- | 

i. That our Senators in Congress be instructed, and our 
9a giatives requesied, to vote against the chartering by | 
pepe of a National Bank. — ‘ 
Cone esoleed Surther, That our Senators in Congress be in- || 

: ted, and our Representatives requested, to vote for, and to | 
ares fair and proper exertions to procure the passage of a j 
use a re breught forward in the Congress of the United States || 
—_ ynly called the Sub-Treasury bill, or Independent Trea- | 
comet ‘pe object of which was to separate the collection, || 
Buty or and disbursement of the public meney from all banks, 1} 
pene ake the Treasury cf the United States independent 
wry banks, as recommen ed by the President of the United 
oe in his several messages communicated to the last Con- | 
gress of the United States. ‘ : 

3, Resolved further, That this Generai Assembly doth un- 
valifiedly condemn the Provisions ofa bill heretofore before 
the Senate of the United States at its last session, enticed “a 
pill to prevent the interference of certain Federal officers in | 
elections,” which tall this General Assembly doth declare to be 
a vivlation of the Constitution of the United States, which pro- |} 
vides that “Congress shall pass no law abridging the freedom 
of speech and of the press,’”’ and they doas unqualifiedly con- || 
demn the vote given in favor of said bill by the Senators in || 
Congress from this State, and our said Senators in Congress are 
hereby instructed, endour Representatives requested, to vote 
arainst, and to useall fair and proper exertions to prevent the 
Sssage of the same or any similar bill. ; 
Mi Resoloed further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
structed, and our Representatives re quesied, to vote against 
the measure heretofore brought before Congress, which had for 
its object the distribution among the States, the proceeds ofthe 
sales of the public lands, and that they be further instructed to 
yote for,and use all fair and proper exertioas to procure the 

assaze of, alaw forthe graduation and reduction of the price 
of the public lands, and forgraniing pre-em, tion rights to the 
occupant setilers thereon. 

5, Resolved further, That our Senators in Congress be in- 
strueted, and our Representatives requested, to vote for, and 
use all fair and proper exertions to procure the passage of, a 
alaw repealing the duties on imported salt. | 

6. Resolved further, That this General Assembly doth hear- 
ily approve the leading measures and policy of the Adminis- 
trations of Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren, and our 
Senators in Congress are hereby instructed, and our Represen- | 
tatives requested, to support, in good faith, the leading mea- 
sures and policy as brought forward and advocated by the pre- 
sent President of the United States, and to use all fair and 
proper exertions to catty out, sustain, and accomplish the 


me. 

7. And resolved further, That the Governor be requested to 
transmit to each of our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolutions. 

JONAS BE. THOMAS, | 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. | 
THOS. LOVE, 

Speaker of the Senate. | 


| 
| 
| 

Adopted 14th November, 1839. | 

Mr. W. said, that for the purpose of avoid- || 
ing any misapprehension, or misrepresentation of | 
his remarks in reply to the Legislature of his State, 
he would, with the consent of the Senate, read from 
a paper he held in his hand, that reply. 

Leave being unanimously accorded, M. W. read, 
at great length, his reasons for non-complianc? with 
the instructions, and concluded by resigning his 
seat as a Senator of the United States. | 

Mr. W. said, that is the answ.r which, if God | 
spares me, I intend to send, without delay, to th? || 
Legislature of Tennessee. Iam no longer a mem- 
ber of this body; of its henors I shall receive no 
share; from its labors I shall be excused, and from 
the high responsibility which rests upon it for this 
aod for future generations, | am now absolved. 1 
now pait from this honorable body in ihe same 
spint by which I have ever been actua‘ed, while || 
associated with them; wishing them, individually || 
and collective y, every blessing which the world 
can bestow; and allow me to express the hops that } 
their conduct will ever be such that at the last mo- || 
ment every individual can withdraw from the 
world with a quiet conscience. 

Mr. GRUNDY was unders‘oo1 to say that, as to 
Me lastractions generally, he considered them as co- 
inciding with his own opinions, and he thought he 
Was prepared to fo'low them. He had no recollection 
of any instructions here that differed from his own 
views and practice, with a s mple exception, which 
Was that of the Independent Treasury. He had 
Yoled against that just before he left this body; but 

had done so in obedience to instructions, and 
against his own judgment. He would now, there- 
fore, vote in favor of it, agreeably to later instrac- 
ons, and in accordance with his own judgment. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, it was ordered that 
memorial of Samuel Norris be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the memorial of 
njamin Carleton; which was referred to the 
mmittee on Naval Affairs. 

'. H. also presented the memorial of Na- 
haniel Gunnison; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, ; 
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Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Abigail | brigs Enterprise, Eucomium, and Comet: toe 


Carle‘on and others; which was r.ferred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Edward 
Ward and others, praying that provision may be 
made for granting pensious to the widuws and chil- 
dien of the non-commissioned officers and soldiers 
of the army, who may die or be killed in the ser- 
vice of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LINN presented the memcrial of the West- 
ern Academy of Natural Sciences, at St. Louis, 
Missouri, praying the aid of the General Govern- 
ment in the purchase ofa library and instruments, 
the erection of asuitab’e building, and the purchase 
of ground for a botanic garde. for that institution; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pubiic 
Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee en Fi- 
nance, to which had been referse | a message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting in- 
formation in compliance with a reso'ution of the 
Senate, in relation to the banks which hive rece n'- 
ly suspended spevie payments, &c. asked that they 
be discharged from the furt! er consideration there- 
of, and that it be laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed, and that two thousand addit onal co- 
pies be printed; which was agreed to. 

Mr. W. also fiom the same committee, to 
which was referred a report from the Secretary of 
State in compliance with a resolution of the Se- 
nate, showing the nature and extent of the privi- 
leges and restrictions of the commercial intercourse 
of the United States with all foreign nations, asiced 
to be discharged from is further consideration, 
and that 2,500 additional copies b+ printed for the 
use of the Senate; which was agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH, of Indiana, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which had been referred a 
bill to authorize the New Albany and Mount Car- 
mel Railroad company to enter, on a credit, a 
quantity of land to aid the company in the con- 
struction of a railroad from New Albany, Indiana, 
to Mount Carmel, Illinois, and for other purposes, 
reported the same with seme amendments, accoin- 
panied by a report in favor of the objects of ths 
bill. 

Mr. Y. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road 
in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Iitino's; wh.ch 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Commerce, 
to which had been referred the petition of Enoch 
Baldwin, made a report thereon, (which was or- 
dered to be printe’,) accompanied by a bi!l for the 
relief of the owners of the Be.tish brig De pate’; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. DAVIS also, in pursiance of novice, asked 
and obta'ned leave to introduce a bill to refund to 
Noah Miller and others a part of the proceeds of 
the sale of the British sloop Mary and cargo, which 
were captured by them, and libetled and sold for 
the | enefit of the United States; which was read, 
and orvered to te printed. 

Mr. TAPPAN, from the Commitiee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referre | the petition of Archi- 
bald S. Campbe!l, made an adverse report thereon; 
which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PHELPS, from the Committee on Roads 
and Cana!s, to which was referred a bill for the 
benefit of the Selma aud Tennessee Railroad Ccm- 
pany, rerorted the same without amendment. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the memorial of 
Josiah Starges and others, made an adverse report 
thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been re‘erred a me- 
morial of the president and di-ectors of the Gaines- 
ville and Narkeeta Railroad c.mpany, prayiog a 
grant of land to aid in the cons'ructien of said 
road, reporied a bill for the benefit of the Gaines- 
ville and Narkeeta Railroad Company; which was 
read, and ordered to a secon’ reading. 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate waether 
the Government of Great Britain has yet made 
compensation to our citizens in the case of the 


first of which was foresd, by stress of weather, in'o 
Port Hamiloa, in Bermuda, and the other two 
wreck d on the keys ef the Bahima, and te 
Siaves on board forcibly se.zed aud dianed; with 
ihe copy of any correspon ‘eace relateig therevo 
which may have taken piace since the auswer of 
the cali at the last sesion on the same sudject. 

Mr. PRESTON submitt.d the following resola- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the C mmitice cn Finance 
quire iato the propriety of modiying the cutie: 
the importation ef works in marble, so as to au- 
thorize the discrimination of the works of en 24: 
of the United States residing abroad fee ef duty 
and of other productions of fine arts ata reduced 
duty. 

Mr. NORVELL iatrodured the fo lowi 
luton: 

Resolved, Thet tte Committe cn 
be instructed to inquire iato the expediency of 
ing ageneral bankrupt law. 

Mr. SMITH of Tidianasibm ted the follow ins 
Resolved, Tat the Secretary of War be dive 
to's ndto the Senate a copy ef che repert 
thanel West, commissioner to investgale cla 
against ‘he Miami Indians, for the year i859. 

ORDERS OF THLE DAY. 

Mr. WRIGHT said, that to-day was set avart 
for tre consider ton of two bills reported from the 
Commi tee cn Finance; bat in consequence 4 
grect importance of the aufivished 
would not ‘een it his duty to; res 


on 


oe 


the Jud:ciary 


business, he 
their con-idera- 
tion atths time: he, however, co: sidired it ex- 
tremeiy des:rable that they should be take a up to- 
morrow. 

SETTLEMENT OF FLORIDA. 

The bill for the armed occupation and settle- 
ment of that part of the Terriory of For da now 
overrun by marauding bands of hostile Indian 
was then taken up. 

Mr. 'TAPPAN said he wou d ask the leave of th> 
Senate to modify his resolution to recommit the 
bil w.th instructions. He wished that the commit- 
tee m ght be able to take the amendments offered 
by himself, and the suggestions thrown out by 
other Senators wh» have spoken on the subject, 
into cons d:ration, without any restrictions. LHe 
therefore modified his motion by siriking out the 
words “with instructions.” 

Mr. BENTON said he desired, if no other Sena- 
tor wished to make any remarks on the bi!l, to say 
a few words in conclusion. No other Senator 
manifesting a disposition to speak, 

Mr. B. procee fed at 'e gth to address 
in reply to the objections 

And after 
PRESTON, 

The question was taken on resommi'ting the bi | 
with the amendments, which was agreed to. 

And the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Mownpay, January 13, 1840. 

Mr. PICKENS asked the kind ind «igenee of the 
House, while he called its atteniucn to a matter 
somewhat personal to himself, He alluded 'o an 
article whi h appeared in one of the city papers on 
Saturday last. Ithad been his habit, for several 
years past, when any thing scurrilous with regarst 
to him appeared in any of the vile and slanderous 
papers of the day, to pass it by with the deep con- 
tempt which its infamy merited. Bat his apol« gy 
for noticing the publication he alluded to, arose 
from the fact that some others bes:dis himself were 
implicated. A paragraph, Mr. P. sad, had ap- 
pearsd in the Madisonian of Saturday last, in the 
following words: 

“*A gentieman long well known inthis city, whos» 
name and character we believe to be a sufficient 
guuaran'ee of bis trath and s‘ncerity, called upon 
us on Thursday last and divalzed to us a seeret of 
which he was possessed, and of which he had b-- 
fore heard some intimations, which will place 
the coalition in a point of view more shocking 
than any that has yet struck the publiceye. The 


secret allude! to relates to the terms of a bargain 
consummated, as is said, betweea Blair and Rives, 
the candidates of the Van Burenites, and General 
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Duff Green, the candidate of the Calhoun Nal- 
lifiers, in respect to the printing of the House of Re- 
presentatives, 

‘Phe substinee of the matter communicated to 
vs, is this: that General Duff Green has said in 
this city in the presence of a witnes3, that 
if Ga'es and Seaton would give him 8 per cent. 
on the bills for the printing of the House, he 
could secure them the contract—that he had 
been offered $10,000, a gross sum to be paid 
in cash, by another firm, (meaning Blair & Rives,) 
and that unt-ss Gales and Seaton, whom he prefer- 
rel, close with him speedily, his friends having 
the balances of power in the House of Representa- 
t.ves, he should give it to Blair and Rives, or words 
to that effect. 

‘“Mes-re. Gales and Seaton, says our informant, 
would net ‘hear tothe proposal,’ and he infers 
from the previous asseveration of Gen, Green, and 
from the fact, as he says, of a certain note of a 
large amount having been nnexpectedly paid at the 
bank, and certain bail released, that the bargain 
with Biair and Rives was immediately closed, and 
the moaey, or a larger part thereof, paid over in 
cash 

“Bor ourself, we affirm nothing, except the sub- 
stance of the communication made to us. Of the 
irith of that communication, we are authorized to 
si.te that, if it be desied, a witness is ready to sub- 
stantiate it before a tiibunal of justice.” 

Mr. P. said he would not detain the House by 
reading the balance of this paragraph, for upon the 
inaters there suggested, he did not pretend to 
be informe! THe did not krow what General 
G een had said to any member of this Honse; but 
the charge to which he called the public attention 
was, that General Green was the candidate of the 
Calhoun Nautlifiers. I appeal, said Mr. P. to those 
gent'emen wiih whom I act—and they are but few— 
ant, in their nome—if it te intended by this 
artful s'ander r to. assert, that he has ever 
received counse! or assistance, directly or indirectly, 
from me or from them—lI say it is an infamous 
fals hocd. I do not mean to say that l have any 
knowledg* of what General Green did or did not say 
to any person whatever, when I repudiate the idea 
that he ever was, in the slightest degre’, our can- 
didate, Oa the first day that I came here, I re- 
ceived a not’ stating that he would be a candidate, 
and cou'd be elec’ed—but, Mr. Speaker, you know 
how I treated that ncte. I never gave him the 
t coatenance. Ihave risen merely to re- 
ply to the vile charg> to which I have called the 
atention of the House, and [ throw it back 
upon the aathcr with the scorn and contempt 
it deserves, I] have nothing more to say 
on this subject. The moment the Harrisburg Con- 
vention made its nominat on, my mind was made 
up fir whom I should vote. Ithink, said Mr. P. 
that th’scireums'ance furnishes an additional rea- 
son why we shoa'd settie these low contentions 
erowieg cut of the election of Printer, by going 
into that election at once, and then passing the re- 

utions of the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. 
Axperson] in relation to the final settlement of 
the matter, and separating the public printing from 
the political press hereafter. Mr. P. returned his 
tvanks to the House fir their kind indulgence, and 
tool his seat. 

Mr. HOWARD, of Indiana, asked permission of the honorable 
gentleman who was entitled to the floor, and of the House, 
while he moved a suspension of the rules in order to move the 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary of Document No, 

,oathe subject of the Wabash and ErieCanal land claims, 
together with the resolutions uf the Legislature of Indiaaa on 
. and the printing of the latter. 

The motion requiring the general consent of the House, and 
Mr. PECK and several other objecting, it was not re- 


ceived 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

Tho CHTATR announced that the question before the Iouse 
was the resolution of Mr. Camppecn, of South Carolina, pro- 
josing to referall the papers and testimony relating to the New 
Jersey disputed election to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. COOPER, of Pennsylvania, who was entitled to the 
floor, briefly examined the Constitution and laws with re- 
ference to this ca New Jersey, he said, had complied with 
the Constitution by electing men to take care of her interests 
vo that floor, and that she had been grossly wronged when she 
was denied seats for her Representatives, who were legally 
returned noder the seal of that State, which was in itself hig 

and conclusive eviderce of election, and could not be im- 
peached by any collateral evidence in any court in the United 
Siates. But he did not claim that Mr. Acrige and his asso- 
cites were entitled to seats on the commission alone, but that 
they were entitled, also, because they bad recelyed a majority 


sligh'es 


tae same su 
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of the legal votes of the people of New Jersey. All the prece- 
dents which had been quoted by gentlemen on the other side, 
without a single exception, (he said,) goes to sustain the 
claiins of Mr. Aycriao and his associates, the persons holding 
the legal credentials, and chat they were entitled to hold seats in 
the first instance, until the matter should be properly investi- 
gated. He did not deny the power of the committee to go be- 
hind the certificate and investigate the election, and see if 
frauds had been committed by the county clerks, and even at 
the polls, but contended that New Jersey should be represent- 
ed on the floor inthe mean time, and the committee should first 
investigate the returns and decide who were entitled to hold 
seats until the other matters behind the certificates could be in- 
vestigated, He dwelt on the injustice that would accrue to 
New Jerary should the House persist in depriving her of five- 
sixths of her representation. Important laws, he said, might 
be enacted—even war itself might be declared—and yet she 
would be deprived of a voice on that floor,and at the same 
time would have to share in the responsibility, ana would be 
compelled to sustain those measures by her treasure and her 
blood. Mr. C, then referred to the various precedents, particu. 
larly those of Pennsylvania, which had been referred to in jus- 
tification of the course of the Housein this matter. He in- 
stanced the contest in the State of Pennsylvania between Bell 
and Brooks. Bell was permitted to take his seat in 
the Legislature, in the first place, and participate fully 
all the deliberations of that body, notwithstanding it was known 
that Brooks had a majority of the votes, and was prepared to 
exhibit proof of the fact. It was to the casting vote of Bell that 
rebellion in the State of Pennsylvania was made successful. 
Some gentlemen, as a justification of their course in tne New 
Jersey contest, pretend that it was respect for the voice of the 
people which induced them to exclude her representatives from 
seats. This, he said, was to his mind a strange kind of respect 
forthe people, to disregard the authority which the people them- 
selves had constitutedjio make known their wishes—that the Go- 
vernor and Council, under the organic law, was the only chan- 
nel through which the people could make their voice be heard 
upon that floor or elsewhere. He contended that the Governor 
and Council were right in rejecting the votes of Miliville and 
South Amboy, on account of informality—and that the Commit- 
tee of Llections could not count them, because they hail not been 
taken in conformity with the laws of New Jersey—that, in 
one instance, one of the inspectors had been excluded 
from a seat in direct violation of law, which, he was 
unders'ood to say, was the cause for the rejection of the 
poll in the district in which he should have presided; if the 
principles ef law, common sense, or precedents were at all to 
be consulted, that the Governor was perfectly justifiable in ex- 
cluding those polls. He contended that Messrs. Aycrice and as- 
sociates, the gentlemen holding the certificates, had discovered 
two hundred and forty-ove illegal votes—eighty-three alien, one 
hundred and for y-five non-residents, and others voting twice, 
and so ferth—and that they were consequently elected by the 
legal votes given; and that this evidence had been properly ta- 
ken, and was the right kind of evidence to produce to this 
House, and for the action of the committee. This, he said, was 
no contest in law; that the Democratic claimants had not ap- 
proached that House in a legal and constitutional way; had not 
presented th ir petition to make ita regular contested case; 
and there was no evidence upon which to exclude Messrs. 
Aycrica and company from seats. He contended that the 
statement of the Secretary of State was not legal evidence upon 
which that Honse could act; that it would not he received in 
any court, and therefore should not be accredited nor received 
by the Committee of Elections for their action. 

Mr. C. then went into an examination of the speech of Mr. 
Duncan, which, in some facetious remarks, he compared with 
the landlord’s aupper in Don Quixote. The landlord, he said, 
had promize | the traveller every dainty which the season could 
afford, but when he was presséd for his bill of fare, all that he 
could serve up for asupper was a mess of “cow’s heels.” So 
it was, he sail, with the gentleman from Ohio; he had pro- 
mised to prove, by indisputable testimony, that the gentlemen 
holding the certificates were not entitled to seats; yet, afier all 
his great flourishes, and promises of facts, by which it was ex- 

cted he would annihilate the claims of these genilemen, he 
vail, like the landlord, failed; he had served his mess of “cow’s 
heels” by producing ez parte affidavits, taken by, God knows 
whom, and documents which had again and again been brought 
betorethe country. Ieconcluded his remarks by occupying 
the same grounds which had been previously taken by other 
gentlemen on the same side of the question, and denounced the 
Administration party—contending that they had acted in this 
matter solely with a view to party interests, to secure the elec- 
tions of Speaker, Clerk, and Printer. 

Mr. LEET thought if ever there was a subject exhausted on 
earth, it was that relating to the New Jersey elections. We 
are now (said he) in the seventh week of the session, and, so far 
as this subject is concerned, we are just (said he) where we 
were at first—we have not advanced one step. He felt himself, 
therefore, under these circumstances, compelled to say that he 
would not inflict a speech on the House at this time, nor would 
he attempt to occupy its attention until it had received a report 
from the Committee of Elections. He had his opinions, and 
had avowed then: sufficiently in the votes he had given, while 
he was prepared to vindicate them now; but he sincerely be- 
lieved that further discussion in the present stage of the busi- 
ness, would be a useless consumption of the t me of the House. 
Were he an o]d member, and had he a more extensive ac- 
quaintance with the members, he would venture an 
appeal to their good sense, and ask them if it was 
not time to do something on this question. I have 
listened with much pleasure to the arguments of my 
colleague, for whom I have great respect, and think that it may 
be answered conclusively; but would prefer taking the ques- 
tion without prolonging the discussion. Mr. L. said he rose on 
Saturday, and tried to obtain the floor, with a view to put an 
end to this interminable debate. The matter must ultimately 
be sent to acommittee, and let it go there atonce. Gentlemen 
could make their speeches when the report of the committee 
was beforethe House. The question now was on the motion 
made by the gentleman from South Carolina, the chairman of 
the Committee of Elections, from whom it mest appropriately 
came, and to have that motion decided wpon without further 
useless delay, he would move the previous question. 

Mr. RAMSAY appealed to the gentleman to withdraw his 
motion fora moment, to enable him to make a few remarks. 

Mr. LEET withdrew the motion to allow an explanation 
from Mr. R, on condition that Mr. R, would renew it when he 
coneluded, 











Mr. RAMSEY thought thatthe House would cone 
that he was not one of those who delayed the bus 
country by making long speeches on this floor; but 
time, he was unwilling to permit gentlemen to run away 
the question entirely. He had the same right to be } ay Mid 
was conceded to others, and would now ‘proceed pe ba 
some of the remarks of his colleague, {Mr. Cooper} a 
most wantonly dragged Pennsylvania into the ae 7” bal 
purpose of covering her with disgrace, ——— 
{Mr. Lest here interrupted Mr. R. and said that he a) 
yield him the floor for the purpose of making a eek * 
merely for the purpose of making an explanation, Ifa > & 
was to be made, Mr L. said he was entitled tothe flo ir wate “a 
rela make it; but he thought further debate ee ha 
1ighly inexpedient, and that it was time that this anna... 
interminable question was put anend to. parently 
The Cuair said that Mr. Ramsey wasentitled to the 4, 


Mr. RAMSEY replied, that he regretted exceeding 
terruption of his colleague on such an occasion; and 
as he had the floor, he woul:l keep it until he ha: 
remarks, These, said he, as promised, shall be 
purpose. 

He had listened with much attention to the various , 
ments offered on this question since the commencement of, 
session, and he acknowledged that a great deal of legal lose! - 
been elicited on one side, sustained by broad seals an quit blin 
technicalities; whilst on the other, the simple facts secre ~ 
mainly relied upon. He would not permit himself to go j; 
examination of the subject under the circumstances jn 
he stood, and would vote most cheerfully forits immedi 
ference to the Committee of Elections, in coaformity w 
resolution of the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr 
RELL.] To that committee it ought to have gone a moj 
since. But, (Mr. R. said,) he rose chiefly forthe purpoge * 
repelling the charges brought against the people oj Ree 
vania, the honest yeomanry of that State, by his colleague (Mf, 
Coopsr]| and others. He never would consent to set still jy |y, 
place and quietly listen, for days and weeks, to the continye 
strain of invective there had been kept up here against his ps 
live State and her institutions, and would expose at once ij. 
presumption of the assailants, and the utter recklessness of their 
assertions. I say (continued Mr. R.) that my colleague has 
utterly perverted the conclusion naturally to be deduced fry 
the Pennsylvania cases of contested elections, as cited and 
plied te the question now before the House. In truth, po:) 
questions are identically the same in the main particular—ay) 
that is in the high handed and daring attempt of the Goverpor 
and Council of New Jersey to appoint members of Congress ; 
opposition to the expressed will of the people, and the infamous 
proceedings on the part of Governor Ritner, in issuing leyers 
patent to men of straw to fill seats in the State Legislature, de 
nied them at the polls. Both, sir, are revolutionary move 
ments on the part of the Governors of New Jersey and Penn 
sylvania, and they, with their retainers, Privy Council, Bank 
agents, Halifax rioters, and pensioned menials, strewed aloyg 
the public works thick as the locusts of Egypt, are the worthies 
who should properly be branded as the authors of conspiracy 
and rebellion ; they are the only persons who have attempted io 
trample the Constitution a d laws under foot. The people 
Pennsylvania stood by the Constitution and the laws, they 
upheld the drooping banner of freedom, and although & 
nounced as canailie and dog-fighters on this floor, their bold 
ness and energy outfaced the treasonable machinations of a 
band of conspirators worthy of Catiline and the degenerar 
days of Rome. Dog-fighters, indeed! (exclaimed Mr. R ) The 
honest yeomanry of Pennsylvania who assembled at Harris 
burg, composed of the most wealthy and influential citizens 0 
the State, a moh too! These declarations sound mighty we 
here, but those who know and understand the proceedings ofthe 
citizens concerned therein, will laugh to scorn this fishwome 
slander. Why, sir, I maintain that ifthe people of Pennsy 
vania had permitted Governor Ritner and his Secretary | 
thrust into the legislative halls their menials and dependants, 1 
opposition to legal certificates, a majority of votes, and the 
laws and Constitution of the land. as was the case ia the county 
of Philadelphia, and the one presented at the opening ofthe 
Legislature, thenthey would truly have deservedall the very 
gentlemanly epithets that have been heaped upon them. Bui, 
sir, they proved themselves lineally descended from the same 
dog-fizhters and mobites who rose in rebeliion against a King 
and a Parliament; who owned the soil, who tilled it, who fone! 
and bled, and finally achieved our glorious Revolution. Sir, | 
exult inthe resistance of my fellow-citizens to the first attem; 
made to place collars upon their necks, and to convert the’ 
not into dog-fighters, but into dogs themselves. It augurs we 
for the Republic, and the stability of our institutions. 

Tam sick to death of hearing about this everlasting moba! 
Harrisburg; and I would ask my chivalrous colleague why be 
and his valiant friends did not stand up like men, and cutef 
the heads and ears of this monster, instead of making tracks {rom 
the Capitol, North, East, South, and West, and even jumping ou 
of the back windows. I happened to be present, with huncrels 
of the henest farmers of my neighborhood, and the scampering 
was iruly laughable ; the eow’s heels thatthe gentleman talke! 
about in‘his speech the other day, in reply to my friend from 
Ohio, [Mr. Duncan,] would not have answered the purpos 
there. Well, Sir, I was one of that mob; and so help me Hea: 
ven, if there is ever eueh another—if I ever witness an atten" 
on the part ofa Governor and his humble Secretary to tramp* 
the Constitution under foot, for the purpose of carrying ou! the 

rincip'e of “ treating elections asif ihey had not happenré 
Pill be amongst them once more, and if remonstrance Wil! P 
do (making a significant gesture) he would go a step further 
But, sir, 1 promised not to make a speech, and T think, uncer 
the cirecmstances, my colleague onght to have deelined oct! 
pying the time of the House. Now, particularly, a8 it! 
extremely doubtful, to say the least of it, whether he is hime 
entitled to sit inthis Hall. If I could call up the ghosts of 
departed dog fighters and lazzaroni of the Millerstown disir 
Icould a tale unfold; but withont their supernatural a1! 
pledge myself to prove here, that in this precinct, where thert 
are but three hundred resident citizens, the gent!eman hims? 
who talks so magnanimously about frauds, received },! 00 ma 
jority. “So much for Buckingham.” 1 now move the preview 
question. 


Mr. LEET asked if the motion for the previous ques 
would not cut off the amendments, in case it prevailed. 

The CHAIR replied in the affirmative. a 

The question was then taken on seconding the call for * 
previous question, and it was carried in the affirmative. 
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reminary question, shall the main question be now 
reas alsotaker, an carried; when, 

put as and nays having been called for by several mem- 
~~ were accordingly ordered, and the main question 
vers, 4 


7 taken 00 agreeing to Mr. CAMPBELL’S resolution, as 
pein 


fullows. 


Resol 


of or Wi 


red, That all papers or other testimony in possessien 
chin the control of this House, in relation to the late 
‘in New Jersey for Representatives in the 26th Con- 
election i States, be referred to the Committee of 
of the United States, be referred tc ommittee 
ne cae with instructions to inquire and report who are en- 
Bacto occupy, as members of this Iluuse, the five contested 
ts from that State F : 

sea solved, That a copy ofthis resolution be served on Joun 
B eee, sont P. B. MAxwewt, WiLLtaM Haustep, CHas. 
 greatron, THOMAS JONES YORKE, Peter D. Vroom, Paite- 
: x DICKERSON, Witiiam R. Cooper, Danie, B. Ryatt, 
My JOSEPH Kit.s, all citizens of New Jersey, claiming to be 
pee sentatives from that State in this Congress, and that the 
pas be made upon each gentleman personally, or by leaving 
pes at his usnal residence; and that said committee be autho- 
ged tosend for persons and papers: oa 

"1 was decided by yeas and nays, as fullows—yeas 176, 
pays 16, as follows: : ; . 

VEAS—Mess1s. Adams, Alford, Judsow Allen, John W. 
allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, 
atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Black, Bond, Boy, 
Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, _Aaron V. Brown, Albert G, 
Brown, Anson Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Baer, W iltiam 
0. But'er, Bynum, Calhoun, John Campvell, | Wm. B. Camp- 
bell, Carr, Carroll, Carter, ¢ asey, Ciapman, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Clifford, Coles, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, ¢ raig, 
Cranston, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, D un, Davee, E:t- 
ward Davies, John Davis, Juha W. Davis, Garret Davis, 
Deberry, Dillet!, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, 
Ely, Fillmore, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornarce, James 
Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, 
Graves, Grillin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, Wm. 
§ Hastings, John Hastings, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hill of 
North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Hunt, Jackson, Jameson, Charles John- 
son, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Keimble, Kempshall, Lawrence, Leadbetter, 
Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Linco, Lowell, Lucas, McCieilan, Me- 
Culloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Marvin, Mediil, Monroe, 
Montaaya, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, 
Paris, Paynter, Peck, Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, 
Ramsey, Rando!ph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Simonton, 
Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Vanderpoel, David 
PD. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, John 
White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Thomas W. Williams, 
Joseph L, Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Worthington 
—176. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barnard, Mark A. Cooper, Curtis, Everett, 
Rice Garland, William Cost Johnson, Profit, Rayner, Russell, 
Salionstall, Stanly, Storrs, Underwood, Edward D. White, 
Lewis Williams, and Christopher H. Williams—16. 

So the resolution was adopted, and the whole subject of the 
New Jersey election, with all the papers relating thereto, re- 
ferred to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the House now, in pursuance of the 
joint resolution ofthe Senate, proceed to the election of a Chap- 
lain; and 

Mr. CUSHING rose to a point of order, and contended that 
petitions had precedence over this motien. No opportunity had 
been offered since the commencement of the session for pre- 
senting petitions, of which he had several in his drawer. 

By Mr. JARED W. WILLIAMS: The petition of I. Ste- 
yons and others, for the revisal of the law for protecting the re- 
venue against frauds. Referred to the Committee on Manu- 
f cures. 

Also, the petition of Sally Stanley, fora pension. Referred 
tothe Committee on Revolu'ionary Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, of Pennsylvania: The petitions 
from Beaver county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establish. 
mentofa national armory at the falls of Bever river, in said 
county, and also a resolution of the Legislature of Pennsylva- 
nia on the same subject, were referred to the Committee ou 
Miliary Affaire, under a rule of the House. 

By Mr. PETRIKIN: The petition and documents of Benja- 
min F. Wertly and Jacob Borton, were referred to the appro- 
priate committee, under resvlution of the 4th January. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, presented during the last week the 
claim of the heirs of Col. Francis Vigo, and the claim of James 
B. McCutcheon, both of Indiana, which were severally referred 
the appropriate committees, under the general resolution upon 
the subject offered by Mr. WititaMs, of Kentucky. 

Mr. RAMSEY rose and asked leave te present a petition 
fromsundry citizens of Peunsylvania, affirming that their rights 
have been violated by an individual’s taking his seat in this 
House as their Representative, who was not elected by them; 
tndasking an investigation of the frauds committed. 

Mr. R. contended that the petition was a privileged question, 
leating to the organization of the Ilouse, and therefore had 
precedence over all other business. 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to present a similar petition, 
contending that it not only had precedence over all other busi- 
hess, but over all ocher petiiions 

A desultory conversation then ensued in relation to the point 
of order involved, in which Messrs. RAMSEY, DAVIS, of In- 
dana, PETRIKiN, TOLAND, JAMESON, took part; when 

Mr. RAMSEY insisting that his wasa privileged motion, and 
tking the Crate to state his decision on it, 

The CHAIR required Mr. R. to state the substance of the pe- 
ion, in order that he might decide whether it wasa privileged 
motion or not. 

Mr. RAMSEY said the petition was from the voters of the 

ird Congressional District of ee, complaining 
that an individual [Cnartes Naytor] had taken his seat in 
‘his House as their R presentative who was not entitled to it; 
and the petitioners asked the House to investigate the frauds 
that had been committed, by which this individual obtained his 
feat. Mr. R. said he claimed the right to present this petition, 
‘Telating to the organization of the House, which ought to be 
the first business before it. 

_ The CHAIR decided that the petition was not of that charac- 
*T 40 entitle it to precedence over other petitions, 
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Mr. RAMSEY appealed from the decision of the Cuarr; but 
subsequently withdrew his appeal! at the request of several of 
his friends, and moved a suspension of the rules tor the purpose 
of referring the petition to the Committee of Elections. Alter 
the settlement and reference of the New Jersey case this 
morning, he heaped no geatleman would object to his motion 

Mr. DROMGOOLE suggested to the House that there should 
be noobjection to receiving and referring this petition, and he 
hoped it would be done by general consent. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked if the gentleman from Pennsy!- 
vania meant that all petitions were to have preference, or did 
he mean that this particular petition was a privileged ques 
tion? 

Mr. RAMSEY said he referred to the petition only that he 
now proposed to present; and if any gentleman objected he 
would call forthe yeas and nays 

Mr. GIDDINGS said there were objections; when 

The yeas and nays were then ordered, and the question taken 
and decided in the negative, yeas 118, nays77, as follows. 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, 
Brewster, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
William O. Butler, John Campbell, Carr, Carroll, Chajpman, 
Clifford, Mark A. Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, 
Cross, Cushing, Dana, Davee, John Davis, Doan, Doig, Drom 
goole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fisher, Pletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, James Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Goode, Graham, 
Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, John Hill, of 
Va. John Hill, N.C. Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, William Cost 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathamel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leonard, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan, MeCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Montanya, Naylor, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Pairis, Payn- 
ter, Petrikin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Thomas Smith, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swear- 
ingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Toland, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpeel, David 
D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
and Worthington—I1&. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon H. Ander 
son, AnJrews, Barnard, Bond, Brockway, Anson Brown 
Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, 
Clark, Coles, James Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, Davies, John W- 
Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Fiil- 
more, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, William 8. Hastings, Henry, Hotfman, Hunt, 
James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Mallery, 
Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ozle, Osborne 
Palen, Peck, Proffit, Randall, Randolph Rariden, Rayner, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstal', Simonton, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Tillinghast, Triplett. Trumbull, 
Peter J. Wagner. Warren, Edward D. White, John White, 
Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Willams, and Christopher H. 
Williams—77. 

So the motion to suspend was lost, there not being two-thirds 
in the affirmative. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the order of the 
States and Territories, and were presented by Messrs. EVANS, 
RANDALL, ANDERSON, DAVEE, LOWELL/CLIFFORD, 
and SMITH, of Maine 

(Mr. Suurn offered a petition from citizens of Pennsylvania, 
in relation to the richt of Mr. Naytor to his seat. Mr. Lewis 
WILLIAMS submitted that it was not in order for a member 
from one State to present petitions put into his hands by a 
member from another State, with a view to secure precedence. 
Some desultory conversation followed; and the SPEAKER 
having finally decided that the rule laid down by Mr. Witttams 
was correct, the petition was not presented. ] 

Petitions and memorials were further presented by Messrs. 
JARED W. WILLIAMS, ATHERTON, and EASTMAN, of 
New Hampshire. 

By Mr. LAWRENCE, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. L. presented a petition in relation to certain frauds 
on the revenue, and moved its reference to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. ADAMS moved its reference to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. * 

Some debate followed, when Mr. BOYD raised the question 
of order, that the petition, giving rise to debate, must, under the 
rule, lie over one day. 

The SPEAKER decided accordingly, and the petition was 
ordered] to lie over. 

Mr. LINCOLN also presented sundry petitions praying fo 
the abolition of slavery and the slave trade ia the District of 
Columbi», and in the Territories of the United States, 

Mr PROMGOOLE rose and demanded that the parliamen- 
tary law be complied with, and that the question should be 
taken on the reception of the petition. 

(Mr. Linconn’s voice was lost here amidst much confusion. } 

Mr. D. read from the parliamentary law the following pas- 
sage: 

“Regularly a motion for receiving it [a petition] must be 
made and seconded, and the question put whether it shall be re- 
ceived. But acry from the House of ‘received,’ or even its si- 
lence, dispenses with the formality of this question. It is then 
to he read at the table, and disposed of.”’ - 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the question of recep 
tion on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN said he wished it to be distinctly understood 
that he made no motion for the reception of the petitions. He 
took the ground that, under the Constitution of the United S:ates, 
the people had a right to send their petitions to the House, and 
thatthe House was bound to receive and hear them. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Chair that his colleague [Mr. 
Lixcotn] had made no motion for the reception. The gentle- 
man from Virginia [Mr. Dromcoors] had objected to the recep- 
tion, and then the motion was made to lay on the table—what? 
The question of reception? No; the objection. 

The SPEAKER said that, under the Parliamentary law, the 
question of reception must be raised, whenever the reception 
ofa petition was objected to; and it was the question of recep 
tion which the gentleman froin Tennessee had moved to lay on 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS. Ideny that there hasbeen any motion to re- 
ceive the netition. 

The SPEAKER read the parliamentary law quoted by Mr. 
Dromcoo ts, and said that the question before the House was on 
the motion ef the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. ADAMS repeated his denial that any motion had been 
made to receive the petition, 


The SPEAKER replied, that in that case, the petition wa 
not before the House, but remained in the gentleman's posses 
sion. The fact that a gentleman presented a petition, was: 
itself, a motion that the House receive it 

Some conversation followed, and Mr. PETRIKIN cailed for 
the yeas ani nays on the motion to lay the questicn of recep 
tion on the table; which were ordered 

Mr. LINCOLN rose and said he wished the House distinet!s 
to understand that he had made no motion for reception. He 
had offered the petitions to che House, and the House must dis 
pose of them as itthought tit, If the petitions were not 1 the 
possession of the House, let the House, if it saw fit, decide no 
to receive them. 

The SPEAKER said, if the centleman withdrew the peti 
tions, the motion to receive was not before the Houes. But if 
the gentleman presented the petitions, the question of recep 
uion, from that very fact, was raised 

Some further general conversation ensued, when 

Mr. BARNARD inquired of the Cuaim who had made Uy 
motion far reception? 

The SPEAKER said the motion was made by the very fa 
of offering Vic petitions P 

Mr. BARNARD appealed from the decision of the Cua 
and seeconded the motion in a few biief remarke 

A desultory debate ensued, in which Meesrs. STANLY 
ALFORD, HIABERSHAM, LINCOLN, DROMGOOLPE, 
TRIPLETT, COOPER, of Ga. VANDERPOEL, toek part; 
ter which, 

Mr. VANDERPOER called for the previous question; 
the call havins been seconded by the House, 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays; which were o: 
dered. 

In reply to a request of Mr. ADAMS, that the precise qu: 
tion on which the appeal was taken might be entered op th 
journal, 

The SPEAKER stated the question as follow 

“The Char decided that the presentation ot the petition ty 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Lincotn,} ipse fact 
raised the question ‘Shall it be received?’ although the genth 
man from Massachusetts stated in his place that he did 
make such a motion 

And the question on Mr. Rarnarn’s appeal from the above 
decision was then taken and decided in the affirmative—y 
145, nays 50, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, J. Allen, J. W. Allen, H. J. Andersen 
Simeon H, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, 
Beirne, Bell, Biddie, Black, Blackwell, Botta, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butles 
William 0, Butler, Bynum, William B. Campbell, Carr, Car 
rol , Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, Clark, Chiford, Cole 
Colquitt, Crabb, Craig, Crockett, Dana, John Davia, John W 
Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Doan, Doig. Dromgoor! 
Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, R 
Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Goggin, Graham, Graves, 
Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hammond, Hand, John Hast 
Hill of Virginia, Hilt of North Carolina, Hilien, Hotieman, 
Hook, Howard, Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Willian 
Cost Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, 
Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Lucas, McClellan. McKay, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Palen, Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Rayner, Reyno! 
Ridgway. Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Slade, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas 
Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Under 
wood, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Wi 
liams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Worthington—1H5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adama, Barnard, Briges, Brockway, Anson 
Brown, Calhoun, Chittenden, James Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, 
Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Davee, Edward Davie 
Edwards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Gates, 
Granger, Grinnell, Wm. &. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, ©. Johnston, Kempeshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Marvin, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Ogle, Osborne, Randall, Randolph, Rarite 
Reed, Russell, Saltonstall, Truman Smith, Storrs, Till nghast, 
To'and, Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, and Thomas W. Wi! 
liams—50. 

So the decision of the SpzaKer was sustained by the Houee. 

When the name of Mr. Coopsr, of Georgia, was called, he 
rose, and asked the Cua what would be the effect if his deci 
sion be sustained with reference to the disposition of the Aboli 
tion petitions. According to his understanding of it now, he 
would be compelled to vote sgainst sustaining the SpraKsr, 
and hoped he would be enlightened before he gave his vot 
Objection was, however, made to any remarks whilst the 
vote was being taken 

The question was then taken on Mr. Cave Jonnson’s motion 
to lay the question of reception on the table, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 131, nays 68, aa follows 


YEAS.—Mesers. Alford, Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderso 
Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beat: 
Beirne, Black, Blackwell, Botts, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
O. Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Carroll, Carter, ¢ 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Colquitt, Mark A. Cooper, Cra 
Craig, Crary, Crockett, Dana, John Davis, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dillett, Doig, Dromgoele, Eari, Eastman, 
Fisher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, 
Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hillof Virginia, Hillof N. © 
Hillen, Holleman, Holmes, Hoox, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbar:', 
Jackson, Jameson, Joseph Johnsen, William Cost Jobns 
Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jon: s, John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lueas, McClellan, 
McCulleh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, Montanya 
Montgomery, Newhaid, Nisbet, Parish, Parris, Paynter, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Preffit, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reynolds, Rives, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, Sarkweatier, Steenrod, Strong, 
Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 


and 


‘ 





Triplet, Turney, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
Weller, Edward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, and Worthington—131. 

NAYS.—Meegsrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Barnard, Biddle, 
Calhoun, Chittenden, 


Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
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Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Divee, Edward Davies, Kdwards, Ely, Evans, Evereuw, Fill- 
more, Fietcher, Gates, Giddings, Goode, Granger, Grinuell, 
ital, William = Hastings, Henry, Hotiman, Hunt, James, 
Charles Johnston, Kenypsiall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Marvin, Miteneli, Morgan, Naylor, Ogle, Osborn, Palen, Par- 
meater, Peck, Randall, Raudolph, Rarwen, Reed, Ridgway, 
Eeiward Rogers, Kussell, Saltoustall, Simonton, Slade, John 
Simvh, Troan amuh, Storrs, Tillinghast, Toland, Trumbull, 
Underwood, Waguer, Thomas W, Williams, and Joseph L 
W iliiams—65 
The House tien adjourned, 











IN SENATE, 
Turspay, January 14, 1840. 

The CITAIR submitted a communication trom the Secretary 
of War, in teply to the resoluuion mquiring whether Rock 
Island was still occupied by the Government as a military post; 
which was laid on ‘he table, and ordered to be printed. 

Aleo, a memorial from certain ciuizens, praying a reduction 
in the rates of postage; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads 

On motion by Mr. ALLIEN, the petition of William Tracey, 
yraying an allowance of bounty lands, now oa file, which has 

een heretofore committed to the Committee on Peusions, and a 
bill reported foc lis relief, was again referred to the Commiuttec 
on Penrions 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial ofthe president and di- 
rectors of the Portsmouth and Columbus Turnpike Company, 
and citizens of Portigmouth, praying for an appropriation of 
public lands lying in the counties of Sesto, Pike, and Ross; 
which was relerred to the Committee on Public Lands 

Mr. GRUNDY presented the petition of citizens of Milwan 
kie, prayiog coufirmation of title; which was referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims, 

Mr. ROANE presented a petition of citizens of Prince Wil- 
liam county, Va. praying a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which wae referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. NORVELL presented additional documenta in relation to 
the claim of the Michizan militia; wh.ch were referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of James Williams, 
for indemnification for property destcoyed in the Florida war; 
which was referred to the Cominittee on Ciaima. 

Also, the peutionof Joha H. Mackey, which was referred to 
the Committee on Claims. 

On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, it was ordere | that the peti- 
tion of Jacob Bennet be reierred to tie Committee on Com- 
merce, 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, it was ordered that the 
petition of John M. Moore, now on file, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Pubhe Lands. 

Mr. LINN presenied a petition from citizens of Oregon Ter- 
ritory, praying Congress to ake possession of, and extend their 

urisdigtion over, that remote quarier of our Republic. Mr. 
». Said, as it was the first petiuon which had been presented 
from the distant Oregon Territory, and as it was exceedingly 
well written, and presented a lively picture of the commercial 
and other advantagesof the Territory, he would, with the per- 
mission of the Senaie, read a portion of it. After the reading, 
it was, on motion of Mr. L. referred to the Select Committee on 
the Oregon Territory. 

Mr. L. also presented the memorial of fifty-four citizens of 
the State of Missouri, on the same subject as the foregoing; 
which was referred to the same committee. 

On motion by Mr. BUCITANAN, it was ordered that the re- 
presentatives of John Brooks have leave to withdraw their pe- 
tition and papers 

ABOLITION OF IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 

Mr. NORVELL, ta purenance of notice, asked and obtained 
leave to Introduce a bill supplementary to the actto abolish im- 
prisorment for debt in certian cases. 

Mr. N. remarked that, at the last session of Con 
gress, a bill had been passed into a law, providing “that no 
person shall be imprisoned for debt in any State, on process is- 
suing oul ofa courtofthe United States, where, by the laws of 
such State, imprisonment for deht has been abolished.” The 
object of this act was to make the Federal laws contorim to the 
jaws of the several States in relation to this important subject 
He had understood that the act had received a construction in 
one of the courts of Michigan, by which it was decided to be in- 
applicable to such of the States as had, after the passage of our 
law, abolished imprisonment for debt. No matter what State 
mnighthave subsequently abolished it, the Federal law would 
not, agreeably tu the decision in Michigan, conform to the 
changed law of such State. 

He was not disposed to question the correctness of the de- 
cision to which he had referred. It was, however, known to 
every Senator here at the time, that the act of Congress was 
intended to embrace all the States in which imprisonment for 
delet had, at the time of its passage, ceased to exist; and also, all 
the ether States which might, afier that date, pass laws to abo- 
lish it. One Scste had since done so; and as it was now ceriain 
that a diffrence of opinion existed as to the proper construc- 
tion of our act, was the purpose of the supplement which he 
had submitted, to provide for the application of that act to all 
the States which have abolished, and which may hereafter 
abolish, imprisonment for debt. He called the special atten- 
tion of the Judiciary Committee to the subject, with a hope 
that they would bestow a favorable consideration upon it, and 
report the bill at an early day 

The bill was twice read, and refeired to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. RUGGLES, on leave, and in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Charles 
M. Keller and Henry Stone; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Patents and the Patent Office 

Mr. ROANE, in pursuance of notice. asked and obtained 
leave to bring in a bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or attorneys of persons in whose fa- 
vor awards have been made under three several treaties be- 
tween the United States and certain foreign powers, which 
a wards have been retained in the Treasury in payment of debis 
due tothe United States; which was read twice and referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
to which had been referred 

The bill for the benefit of the Galena and Chicago Union 
Railroad Company; 

The bill for the relief of Peter Warner; and 
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The bill for the relief of Benjamin Parsons; 

Reported ihe same without amendment 

Mr. W. also tren the same committee, to which had been 
relerred the petatton on the subject, reporied a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Joseph Bernard; which was read, 
an: ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. W. also, in pursuance oi notice, asked and obtaine ! leave 
to mtroduce @ bili to provide for the appe ntment of a district 
judg: forthe district of the State of Mississippi. and for other 
pur-oses; which was read wvice, and rete:red to the Commitiee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of the Piumb Isiand 
Bridge and Turapike company; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
was referred the petiuion of the heirs of John H. Piau, made 
an adverse report thereon. Mr. Ti. said that this claim had 
heen regularly presented in one House or the other for tye last 
twenty years, though uafavorable reports on it had been tre- 
quently made. He moved that the present report be piiuted; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. H. from the same committee, to which had been referred 
the petition of BE. H. and W. Smith, reported a bill for their 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr H. also from the same committee, to which bad been 
referred the petition of Joha Converse and Henry Reese, re- 
ported a bill fur their relief; which was read, and oidercd toa 
second reading. 

Mr. H. said that the Committee on Claims had already re- 
ported a genera! bill for mdemnification for property destroyed 
in Florida; but in case that bill dil not pass,on account of its 
containing principles which the Senate could not sanction, he 
was directed to repert the following bills, which had been re- 
ferred to that committee, without amendment, viz: 

The bill for the relief of the legal representative of John J. 
Bulow; 

The b Il for the relief of Malachi Hagan; and 

The bill for the relief of Pinlip Weedman. 

And also, on a petiuon referred to that committee, a bill for 
the relief of Gad Humphreys; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported, without a nendment, the bill inaking granis of public 
lands to Ceriain States for purposes of internal improvement, 

(The precise object of this bill, is to grant d mations of jands 
to the other new Siates, equal in quanuty to those which have 
heretofore been granted to the Siate of Ohio, for purposes of 
internal improvement within their respective limits. | 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred 

The bill to authorize the Legislature of the State of Arkansas 
to sell the lands herewwfore appropriated forthe use of schools 
in that State; and 

A bill to provide for the defence of the western borders of 
Louisian®, Missouri, and Arkansas; reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. KNIGHT, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which had been referred the petition of Ira Day, 
reported a bill tor his relief; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Ciaims, to which was referred the bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Colonel Francis Vigo, reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. R also, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
had been referred the bill for the relief of Pierre Menard, 
Antoine Peluer, and Joseph Placy, reported the same without 
amendinent. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Claims. to which 
had been referred the petition’ of William Cox, made an ad- 
verse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtained 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Joseph Edson; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. P. also, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Legislature of Missouri 
on the subject, reported a bill granting to each of the United 
States a township of land for the education and instruction of 
deaf and dumb persons; which was read, and ordered to a se- 
cond reading. 

Mr. KING said he would call the attention of the Senate to 
the fact, that in consequence of the resignation of the Senator 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Wurte,] there was a vacancy in the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. That gentleman was is chair- 
man. The usual course of the Senate in such circumstances 
was to appoint the next named in order as chairman. He 
therefore moved that Mr. Sevier be appointed chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and that the Cuair appoint a 
member to fill the vacancy on that commitiee; which was 
agreed to 

Mr. FULTON submitted the following motion for considera 
tion : 

Resolred, That the Secretary of the Treasury be instructed 
to communicate to the Se:.ate what steps, if any, have been 
iaken in regard to the selection ofa site and the establishment 
of a marine hospial atthe mouth of the Arkansas river. 

Mr. FULTON submited the following motion, which was 
considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a marine hespiial 
at Little Rock. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, submitted the following motion for 
consideration * 

Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of War be directed to commu- 
nivate to the Senate copies of the reports of Capt. T. G. Cram, 
of the Board of Topographical Engineers, upon the internal 


improvements in Wisconsin, including the construction of 


roads and the surveys of harbors and rivers, together with a 


map of Wisconsin, with the routes and rivers to be improved 


delineated thereon. 


Mr. YOUNG submitted the following motions, which, by 


unanimous consent, were considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to Inquire into the expediency of changing 
th» tri-weekly mail stage route which is established from Jack- 
sonville, by way of Naplesand Griggsville, to Clayton, in Ad- 
ams county, so that said route mor = from Jacksonville, by 

, Worcester and Payson, to 


Lynnville, Cleae Lake, Piztsfiel 
Quincy, in Adame county, 





Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
to inquire into the expediency ofreporting a bii! a, : 
extension of credit tu the State of Minois on duiy b oe a 
giver, or licreatter to be executed, on the inporiaty = ree 
road iren into that Stave. ~ Ue OF raj 

The resolutions subm ited yesterday, by Me 
NORVELL, PRESTON, and SMITH, of L 
rally considered, and agreed to. 


INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILI 

The bill to provide forthe collection, safe-kee saa tranet 
and disbursement of the public money was taken wv, we, 
Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, moved its postposement u V, Wieg 
day, the 27th instant. * UDUT Mog 

Upon this motion a debate ensued, in which Mr CLay 
Mr. WRIGHT, and Mr. WALKER Participated: ang Ay, 
will be given in to-morrow’s paper. » SHC Which 

The question was then taken on postponing the furie 
sideration of the bil until Monday, the 27.h inst. and wa = 
cide { in the negative—yeas 16, nays 27, as follows: O Was de. 

YEAS—Messrs Betis, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, ¢ 
den, Davis, Dixon, Henderson, Mert ck, Phelps, Pren 
ton, Robinson, Ruggles, Smith, of Indiana, Southard... 
White. » ang 

NAYS—Mesers. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Cy) 
Ciay, of Alabama, Fulton, Gruady, Hubbard, Kine, 
Lumpkin, Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Reane, Sp. my 
Smith, of Connecticut, Strange, Tappan, Waiker, Wall. wy 
liams, Wright, and Young. ras, 

The bil! was then taken up, and after heing read through 

Mr. WRIGHT made some remarks in explanation of ty y 
riations hetween this and the bill of the lasiConzress. 

Mr. BENTON then moved an amendment to the 25th ee 
tion, which provided a salary to the receiver at New York » 
$3,000, and to the other reeivers of $2,500. He moved y 
amend it, by making thesalary of the receiver at New Yor 
$41 000, and those at the other ports $3,000, : 

Mr. TAPPAN asked for adivision of the motion which bp 
ing ordered, the question was taken on increasing the salary 0 
the receiver at New York, afier some remarks from Ve 
WRIGHT, in favor, and Mr. DAVIS against it, and deeidetin 
the «ffirmative —ayes 23, noes 19, as follows: : ms 

YEAS—Messrs. Alles, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Ca houn 
Clay. of Alabama, Fulton. Grundy, Hubbard King, Linn, Mov, 
ten Nicholas, Norvell, Prostoa, Roane, Sevier, Smith of Cy. 
nectient, Strange, Tappan, Walker, Wall, and Wright—2, 

NAYS—Messrs. Botts, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Critep. 
den, Davis, Dixon, Menderson, Lumpkin, Merrick, Pieipg 
Pierce. Prentiss, Robbinson, Ruggles, Sinith, of lndiana, Sy). 
ard, White, Wiihams. ant Younz—19. 

The question was the ; taken on increasing the salaries of the 
receivers at the other vorts, from $2.509 to $3,004, and decided 
in the negative—ayes 2), noes 2?, as follows: 

YEAS-—Mesersa. Benton, Becown, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 
ot Alaouma, Futton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Mouwo, 
Nichytay, Norvell, Preston, Ruane, Sevier, Strange, Walker, 
Wall and Wrizhi—2v. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alien, Betts, Clay of Kentucky, C| 
Critenden, Davis, Dixon, Mend-:s0n, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Phels, Pierce, Prentiss, Robinson, Rug les, Smith of Coo. 
nectut, Svitu vf Indiana, southard, Tappan, White, Wi- 

ano, and Youu —22, 

M.. BUCHANAN then moved that the salaries of the Trea 
suite: of the Mint in Philade!phia, and the Treasurer of the 
Branch Mint at New Orleans, who, by the provisions of this 
bill, were made receivers, in addition to their former dutis, 
should be made equal in amount with the other receivers, 
$2.500 per annum. 

Upon this motion a debate ensued, in which Messrs. BUCH). 
NAN, MOUTON, NORVELL, SEVIER, and CALHOTY 
supported it, and Messrs. TAPPAN, HENDERSON, SMITH 
of Connectient, and SMITH of Indiana opposed it; when, wir 
out taking the question, 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, 

The Senate went into Executive session, 

And afterwards adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, Janvary 14, 140. 
Mr. BAKER, of Massachusetis, appeared, was qualified, ani 
took his seat. 
Mr. LINCOLN moved to correct the journal of yesterday's 
proceedings. so that it might appear on ‘t that when he pit 
sented the abolition petition on which Mr. DromGoocs raise! 
the question of reception, and on which the Cuair decided that 
the fact of presentation was in eflect a motion for reception, ht 
expressly disci:imed having made any motion to receive the 
pe ition, and distinctly stated that he would not make suc 
motion. ; / 
At the request of the Cuarr Mr. L. reduced his motion | 
writing, as follows, and moved that it be inserted in the journa 
“Thereupon Mr. Linconn expressly disclaime ! any ment 
to muve the reception ef the petition, declaring that he newer 
ha! or would mike such motion.”” 
Mr. PETRIKIN odjecied to any entry on the journal oft 
marks make by gentiemen of what they would or wou dnt 
do. The journal, he said, should contain nothing bu: the pre 
ceedings of the House, and not the desultory conversations 
gentlemen wiih regard to motions that were not male : I { 
correction was permitied, the next thing would be, tat cee 
tlemen would ask to have their speeches spread upou Me 
journal. s ' , 
Mr. LINCOLN eaid he made 90 motion to receive the pe 
tion, and distinctly stated to the TTouse, that he had not, 
would not make any such motion, be ause he believed 
House was bound to receive the petition, whether a mouon 
receive it was made or not. ; 
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He stated this immediately 04" 
question’a being raised by the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr. 
Dromcoo.e | ’ 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, said that, as a matter of fact 
believed what was stated by the gentleman from Mass 
setts was true; and he woul! here advertto the importance 
taking cognizance of matters of fact as they arose. He hop 7 
he should be indulged in. making an apology to the Li ruse ; 
what might have appear das a tendency to disorder * od 
part, when he rose yesterday and asked information 0 si 
Cuatr while the vote on this subject was being taken. f 7 
sole object then was, not to make a speech, but to obtain in 


he 







ed, would have induced him to give a different vere from ¥ 
one he did, It seemed now that the gentleman from Virg! 





mation on which to base his vote, and which, if he had obi!" 
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ois.) moved the question of reception on the peti- 

ee n his feet for the purpose of making the 

ee but owing to the previous question having been 

me My the geatieman from New York, an: the cla:wor that 
joved by 


mre odin the House at the time, precluded him from under- 
revailed In the 
» question. P . 
~ ng A ESON inquired if the journal contained the grounds 


ae nich the RPEAKER made his decision, and whether it was 
i Lit was in conformity with parliamentary law that 
d a - of reception arose the momenta petition was pre 
a Iie wished to hear this part of the journal read. 

The CLERK read iwaccordingly. 5 , 
Mr. BROWN, of Tennessee, said it was time that the gentle- 
sn from Massachusetts did disclaim having madeany motion 
petition, and that he further declared that he 
make such a motion. He was willing, therefore, 

: these facts should be inserted on the jourual. But he 
that ¢ » aleo another fact to appear, and that was that the gen- 
oa : wtwithstanding his disclaimer, did not take back his 
aad but insisted upon its being received, and acted on by 
setitiOn, 
to Ho NCOLN had no objection to the correction the gentle- 

= roposed, but the gentleman, by looking at his motion, 
ae he had reduced to writing, would find the substance of 
hs proposition to be there stated. , 

At, CRABB siated his recollections with regard to the facts 
bel ging to the case. fhe gentleinan did not state that he 
neither had nor would make a motion to receive the petition, 
sot after the CHAIR decided that the presentation of a peti- 
en was, in effect, a motion for iis reception. ) 
‘Mc. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, said, itappeared to him 
thuthe journal was simply a recerd of the proceedings of the 
House; and iat the mere fact ofa gentleman’s having stated 
that he would, or would not, make a particular motion, ought 
pot to appear on It. Kt certainly would be, ia his pinion, ex- 
ceedingly irregular to make the correction proposed, 

Mr. THOMPSON, ot South Carolina, observed that he had 
intended to vote forthe motion of the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts; but the remarks of his colleague were conclusive to 
his mind thatit was irregular. 


gate 


Afer soue rewarks trom Mr. BRIGGS in favor of the 


fon : 
OM CAVE JOHNSON observed, that this was a matter of 


F too lutle importance to occupy so much of the time of the 


House; andhe would, therefore, move to lay the whole subject 
wi the table; which motion was carried—ayesd4, noes —. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Virginia, the Committee of 
Waysand Means was authorized to employ a clerk. 

Mr. JOUNSON of Maryland moved that the Committee for 
the District of Columbia be authorized to employ a clerk. 

This motion requiring a suspension ef the rules, and being 
obiected to, was not submitted to the House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, handed to the Cra 
the following resolution, which was read for the information 
of the House, aad moved a suspension of the rules to enable 
hi to offerat: 

Resolved, That upon the presentation of any memorial or 

etition, praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
is any Disirict, Perritory, or State of the Union, and upon the 
presentation of any resolution, or other paper touching that 
subject, the reception of such memorial, petition, resolution, or 
paper, shall be considered as objected to, and the question of its 
reception shall be laid upon the table, without debate, or fur- 
theraction thereon. 

Mr. EVERETT asked for the yeas and nays on the question. 

Mr. ADAMS moved the indefinite postponement of the mo- 
tion to suspend the rules. 

The CHAIR was of opinion that the motion of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts was not in order, because, if it prevailed, 
the effect would be that no motion to suspend the rules would 
be in order for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. BLACK askedifthe motion of the gentleman from South 
Carina, (Mr. THompson] to suspend the rules, should prevatl, 
if would be in order jor him to offer an amendment to the re- 
siiution of that geatleman. 

The CHAIR replied m the affirmative. 

Mr. BLACK said, tha: ia that case he would offer an amend- 
ment, 

The question was then taken on the motion to suspend the 
rules, and it Was lost, there not being two-thirds voting in the 
afirmative—yeas ]23, nays 77, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Altord, Judson Allen, S. H. Anderson- 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Black, Black- 
Well, Bous, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, A. G. Brown, 
Burke, S. HW. Bauer, W. O. Butler, Bynum, J. Campbell, 
W. B. Campbeil, Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Chinn, Coles, 
Colquitt, M. Cooper, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cross, 
Dana, J. Davis, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Dillet, Doig, Dromgvole, LBarl, Lastinan, Fisher, 

loyd, J. Garland, R. Garland, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green, Griffin, Habersham, Hainmond, J. 
Hastings, Ihtl of Virginia, Hiil of North Carojina, Millen, 
Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, 
Jameson, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, 
J.W, Jones Keim, Kemble, Leadbetier, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lucas, McUletlan, McCulloh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 8S W.Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Peirikin, Pickens. Pope, Rayner. Rives, J. Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Thomas Sinith, Stanly, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, F. Thomas, 
PF. Thomas, W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van- 
derpoel, D. D. Wagener, Warren, Watterson, Weller, BE. D. 
Whe, John White, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Will- 
ama, C. H. Williams, 8. Williams, and Worthington—128. 

NAYS—Messrs. A'ams, John W. Allen, Baker, Barnard, 
Bildie, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, 
Casey, Chitenden, Claik, Clifford, J. Cooper, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Davee, E. Davies, Doan, E:wards, Ely, Evans, 
Everett, Fillmore, Gates, Gildinga, Goode, Granger, Grin- 
fell, Hand, William $8. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Chas. Johnston, Kempshall, Lawrence, Linco!n, Lowell, 
Mallory, Marvin, Mitchell, Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor. Ogle, 
Oxderne, Palen, Parish, Parmevier, Peck, Prentiss, Proffit, 
Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rus- 
teil, Saltonstall, Simonton, Slade. Alvert Smith, John Smith, 

fuman Smith, Storrs, Swearingen, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trumbull, P, J. Wagner, T. W. Williams, and J. L. Wil- 
tams—77. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina. from the Committee of 

tions, asked leave to submita resolution authorizing that 
Mmmitiee to employ a clerk, 
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The moiion not being in order but by general consent, and 
Mr. STANLY objecting, the resolution was not received 

Mr. HOFFMAN called tor the special order, which was, the 
report of the Committee on the Rules of the Houee. 

Mr. ADAMS appealed to the Coara whether the unfinished 
business of yesterday, which was the presentation cf petitions, 
had not precedence over the special order. Mr. A. re erred to 
a former decision of the Spgaker, which he said was a case in 
point, and bore him out in the question he had raised. 

The SPEAKER said that his decision was, that a special or- 
der, tv have precedence over a class uf business which, by the 
rules of the House, has priority over it, must have been made 
special by a vote of two thirds; but that a special order, made 
such by a majority only, would take precedence over other busi- 
ness of the saine Class, not made special. There was a decision 
of his predecessor, he said, that the unfinished business had pri- 
ority over a special order. 

Mr. ADAMS wished the Speaker to make his decision on 
the question now raised, so that it might be spread upon the 
journal, and understood as the future rule of the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that, if it was. the desire of the gen 
tleman from Massachusetts, he would put the question to the 
House for its decision thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS gaid, that he had rather have the decision of the 
Spgakex than ofthe House. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that the special order, unless 
passed by a vote of two-thirds, had not priority over the un- 
finished business of the day before. If the gentleman from 
Massachusetts insisted on the point of order raised by him, 
the CHrr was constrained to decide that petitions had priority, 

Mr. ADAMS. I thank the Cuarr. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Virginia, appealed from the decision of 
the Cuatr, and addressed the House at some length on the ap- 
peal. 

; Mr. TILLINGHAST took the floor, and was proceeding to 
discuss the question, when 

Mr. FILLMORE called him to order, and read the following 
from the rules: ** All questions relating to priority of business 
shali be decided without debate.” 

The CHAIR stated the question to be on the appeal of the 
gentleman from Virginia; when 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, and read the rule 
of the House with regard to the presentation of petitions. 

Mr. HOFFMAN then stated that the report on the rules was 
male thespecial order for today, by a vote of more than two- 
thirds. 

‘Yne SPEAKER said he was just informed by the Cierx that 
the specia! order was fixed for to-day by a unanimous vote-- 
therefore it woul | be necessary (o reverse his decision, and call 
up the special order. 

The report of the committee on the rules was then taken up, 
and read by the Crerk 

The amendmeat to the 9th rule, making the vote of the 
Spsaker conformable to the vira voce principle whieh had 
been adopted by the House, in the place of the ballot system, 
was concurred in. 

The amendment of the committee to the 31st rule, proposing 
to restrict debate so as not to allow a member to speak more 
than once, without leave of the House, on a subject, “unless 
he be the mover, proposer, or introducer, of the matter pending, 
in which case he shall be permitted to reply, but not until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken,” being under 
consideration, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE said he could not give his consent to this 
amendment. He thought it smacked too much of the profes- 
sion; and any one, from observing the effect of it, would sup- 
pose that a majority of the committee was composed of prac- 
tising lawyers. It placed the rule on this ground: that great 
poliucal questions here were to be argued in the same man- 
ner as cases before a court of law, where the plaintiff’s 
council had the privilege of speaking the first as 
well as the last time. He had another objection to 
the proposed amendment. It destroyed that equality of pri- 
vileges which ought to exist between all the members of the 
House; one member being allowed by it to speak twice, while 
all the rest were prohibited from speaking more than once. The 
advantage it attempted give to the mover of a proposition, 
would be something like the effect ofthe old law niaxim, * Jd 
certum est quod certum reddi potest.” It would have another 
effect. By giving wo the mover of a proposition the privilege 
of speaking twice on their own motions, the House would be of- 
fering a premium to induce gentlemen to make them, that they 
might have an opportunity of making speeches on them, to 
which no one could reply. 

Mr. D. thought it would be better to let the old rule stand as 
it was, giving to every member equal privil ges. 

Mr. HUFFMAN replied to Mr. D. in defence of the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CLARK moved to amend the amendment of the com- 
mittee, so that the duration of any speech should not exceed 
an hour. He advocated the amendment he proposed on the 
ground of economy of the time of the House, which was wasted 
frequently to the injury of the public business by long speeches, 
and contended that! the members would talk less and work 
more, great benefits would result therefrom. 

Mr. DAWSON moved toamend the amendment of the gen- 
tleman, by adding, “and that each member sliall have the 
liberty of transferring hishour to another, if he pleased.” He 
was, however, opposed to a limitation in speech. He thought 
the more they spoke and the less they acted, the better it would 
be for the count y—that the people would remain in ignorance 
as tothe corruptions of Government, if debate should be con 
fined to the limits which some gentlemen wished. The time 
had arrived when those who had talent should talk to the coun- 
try. Though he believed that many dishonest speeches had 
been made upon that floor—speeches for party purposes, which 
did not contain one honest sentiment—yet he was unwilling, on 
that account, to put a restriction on debate. as he believed that 
the people could always discern what wasright, and that which 
was wrong. Every member was entitled to speak; and he 
hoped they would be permitted tospea‘, ani leave the country 
to decide who is who on that floor. He believed debate was a 

reat conseivative principle of our Government. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina. said he was in favor of 
the amendment of the gent'eman from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson } 
if the amendmentof the ge tleman from New York should be 
adopted; and as it seemed to be the disposition of some to make 
us appear in the most ridiculous light possible, he thought they 
had better adopt another amendment to appoint timers, as the 
do on the race courses, to decide when the hour had expired. 
He was understood to be opposed te the limitation of time. 
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Mr. CLARK replied that this subject was not with him a 
matter of levity. He was in favor of rm siricting the intermi- 
nable debates which take place in that Neuse within proper 
bounds, and prevent, as it has done heretofore, the exclusion 
of petitioners teom theirdoors, He did not agree with the gen- 
tleman trom Georgia, that the less business ther did, and the 
more speeches they made, the beuer it would be forthe coun 
try. He was ready (o subscribe to the reverse of that opinion. 

Mr. BIDDLE said the House was always disposed to get 
upon silts on all occasions; but he hoped they woukl conewer 
this rule with great good sense, and cometoa »roper deciston 
upon it, His honorable colleage, (Mr. SBRGRANT,} he understood, 
had introduced thisamendment in commiitee,and was sorry that 
he was not there togive his peculiar views upon the subject 
He thought that no rule could be more equitable than that 
which allowed the mover of a proposiuen the right to reply 
when his motives might be assailed, and even the principle of 
the proposition self misstated. He thought it nothing more 
than even handed justice that he be allowed the privilege to 
place himself righ’, and, asit might be, save bis preposition. He 
disagreed with the gentieman from Virginia (Mr. Droste one) 
that this proposition smacked too much of the profession, andl 
thought the practice la courts of justice which admiue! right of 
reply Was a most just rule of proceeding. He thougtit the 
proposition had been sufficiently debated, and, it in odes 
would move the previous question. 

The CHAIR stated that the eflect of the previous question 
would be to cut offall amendments, and bring the House to 
direct vote on the ainendment proposed by the committee 

The previous question having been seconded by the House, 
and the main question ordered, 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and naya on 
the adopiion of the amendment: f the committee, which were 
ordered, and were, yeas 125, nays 73. 

The amendments ofthe committee to the 42d rule, making 
“a motion toadiourn, and a motion to fix the day to whichthe 
House shall adjourn. always in order and to be decided without 
debate,” was next taken up ia order, 

Mr. PETRIKIN objected to this amendment, aad te so muc 
patching up of the rules; he thought it weuld be much better 
the House would enlorce what rules they now have. He wa 
in favor of condensing the rules into a smal epace, mestead o 
multiplying them into a large ve lume. This rule would mnevita 
bly cause much confusion to the business of the House, and 
consume more time than it would save, 

Mr. BRIGGS moved a verbal amendment tothe report of the 
committee, whieh the chairman {Mr. Hopkins] accepted 

Mr. PETHIKIN was here proceeding to show thatthe acop 
tion of this amendment, making more privileged questiona, 
would have a tendency to retard the transaction of the buss 
nessof the Tlonse: when he was nrerrupted by 

Mr. STANLY, and called to order. 

Mr. PE URIKIN. Loemie ord, te hoped the gentleman would 
always ascertain Whether he was himsell in order, betore he in 
terrupted other gentlemen; and theught the House ought to 
alopt a rule to prevert in laterruplions en every 
sion, by; evsons whe did noteven understand the quesiion be 
fore the House, or what the gentleman ke Interrupted was 
speaking about. 

Mr. STANLY. I never do, except when the gentleman 
apeaking dues not understand what he is speaking about him- 
self. 

Mr. PETRIKIN. The interruptions of some gentlemen 
were so frequent and so insolent, that they were scarcely worth 
noticing. Mr. P. having conc!uded his remarks on the amend- 
ment, 

Mr. C. JOHNSON thought the gentlemen who were in favor 
of having the private business transacted, should jook to this 
amendment. He believed the effect of i would be to force 
questions to adjourn over from Friday ull Monday, at the sacri 
fice of that class of business which 1s usually passed upon on 
Saturdaye. Ue, for one, wou!'d certainly vote against it 

The question on Us amendment Was about being taken by 
count, when 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the yeas and naye; which were 
orde ed 

Mr. BOND did not think that the effec: 
this ruie would beto sacrifice the private business, as had been 
contended bythe gentleman from Tennessee. He believed tt 
wou'd operate as favorably upon that class of business as the 
rule did aa it now stood. We was, however. in favorof ama 
jority of the House having the power to adjourn the House to 
any time ht thought props 

The yeasand nays having been previously 
the affirmative US, negative 74. 

So the amendment was adopted, 

The amendmentito the 44th rule, so as to make the rule as 
amended read as follows: 

“The previous question shall be in this form, ‘Bhall the ques 
tion be new put?’ lt shali only be adronted when demanded by 
a majority of the members present, and ts effects ehall be to 
put an end to debate, and bring the House to a direct voie npen 
amendments reported by a committee, if any, upon pending 
ameniments, and then upon the main question..”” 

Mr. 8. WILLIAMS offered an amenm!mem to the amendment, 
the effect of which was not unders’ood: and 

After some resntarks by Messrs. TOPS®MAN, TILLING- 
HAST, EVERETT, and BANKS, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to amend the »meniment hy 
striking out “amendments reported by a committee,’ so as to 
havethe question taken first upon all nending amendments in 
their order. 

Afier some remarks from Messrs. REED and BRIGGS in 
favor of Mr. TILLINGHAST’S ainendmen’, and Me. BIDDLE 
in opposition, 

Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, and moved the previous 

vestion, which was seconded, and the House was brought to a 
Fe vote on the amendment reported by the committee 

Mr. CAVE JOiINSON demanded the veasand nays, which 
were ordered, and wer —veas 10!, nays 95. 

So the amendment of the commiitee was adopted. 

On motion of Mr. HUNT, 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Wepnesvay, Jinuary 15, 1810. 

Mr. LINN presented a memor al of Van Dorm, Pease and 
Company, [Iren Mountain Company of Missouri.) asking a 
right of way, through the public Jande, fo- a railroad from the 
Iron mountains, in Missouri, to the Mississippi river; also the 
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right to enter 500,000 acres of the public Jand at the minimum 
ee to aid the company to construct said road when it shall 

located; which wag referred t» the Committee on Roads and 
Canals. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, presented a joint memorial and re- 
solutions from the Legislature of that State, requesting the 
etiblishment of anew land district, to embrace the territory 
lately acquired from the Cherokee tribe of Indians, within the 
State of Alabania; and also to reducethe minimum price of the 

yublic lands; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Public Lands. 

Mr LINN presented the memorial ofa number of the men 
bers of the bar, in the State of Missouri, praying an extension 
of the juriadiction of the district court of the United States 
holden at the city of St. Louis; and an increase ot the salary of 
the district judge of the United States for the district ot Missou 
ri; which was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Nr. L. also presented a memorial of a number of citizens of 
Missouri, praying a donatien of land to settlers in the Oregon 
Territory; which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory 

On motion by Mr. HUBBARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of all »wing Tyler Shepherd of Ver 
mont a pension, under the actof June 7, Is32 

On mouon by Mr. PIERCE, 

Resolved, The. the Committee on Claims be i: ted to 
inquire into the« xpediency of making conpensation to General 
Duncan L. Clinch, for losses sustained by him in Florida by I 
dian depredations 

Mr, NICHOLAS offered the following ree 
unanimous consent, was considered, and arreed to 

Resoleed, That the Secretary of War be directed to commn 
nicate w the Senate a copy of the survey recently made of the 
mouths of the Mississippi and adjacent coast. 

Mr. WILLIAMS rose and said 

Mr. Presipent: A pertion of the State which T ha 
honor in part to represent, a part of these United States, has 
been invaded, and at this moment isoceupied by British troops 
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By the late message of the Governor of 
the Mtate of Maine, now in session, we learn not only the fact 
of invasion, but aleo that the Governor of that State has com- 


municated it to the President, and officially called for that ac- 
tion on the part of the General Government which the case 
requires, and the Constitution ant laws of the land enjoin. 
What that action wil be is unknown tome, but Itrust Chat it 
will be such as the honor of the nation demands 

I desire to know, and that the Senate and the country may 
know, all that relates to these portentous movements; and in 
order that we may have the information in an official term, | 
offer the following resolutions, and bope that they may be con 
sidered and adopted at this time : 

Resolved, That the President be re quested to commnnicate 
to the Senate ail the correspond which has had be- 
tween thia and the British Goverrment upen the sul ect of th 
Northeastern boundary, end of the jurisdiction of the disputed 
territory, which has not been communicated heretoiore; or so 
much of it as, in hia opinion, may be communicated without 
prejadice to the pending negotiation. 

Resolved, That the President be further requested to com 
municate to the Senate al! the correspondence which has been 
had, since the last session of Congress, wiih the Government ol 
the Siate of Maine, and with the Minister of Her Britannic Ma 
esty at Washington, relative to the invasion of the Siate of 
Maine, and to the exercise of jurisdiction within the disputed 
territory by either party ; 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he had no objection whatever to the 
passage of the resolution; but, asit related to a matter of great 
importance, he hoped the Senator from Maine would permit it 
to lay over until fo-merrow 

Mr. WILLIAMS acceding, the reso}ution was ijaid over until 
to-morrow. 

The resolutions submitted yesterday by Messrs. FULTON 
and WHITE, were severally considered and agreed to 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, to which had beenreferred the bill for the re 
lief of the heirs of Colin Bishop, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to 
which had been referred the bill making appropriations for the 
completion of certain reads commenced by the United States 
inthe State of Michigan, reported the same without amend- 
ment. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the bill to refund the money pal 1. 
and to cancel the bonds given to secure duties upon vessels 
and their cargoes employed in the whale fishery was taken up, 
and after some remarks by Mr. D. 1 was ordered to he en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

A bill for the relief of John McCarty; and 

A bill for the relief of A.G. 8S. Wight, were severally con- 
sidered, and ordered to be engrosseil. 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein named, was 
wasitaken up, but pending the consideration :hereot, the Se 
nate passed to 
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THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The bill to provide for the collection, safe keeping, 
and disburament of the public money. 

The question was on the amendment submitte ds yesterday 
by Mr. BUCHANAN, that the salaries of the Treasurer of the 
Mint in Philadelphia, andthe Treasurer of the Branch Mint at 
New Orleans, who, by the provisions of this bill, were made 
receivers, in addition to their former duties, should be made 
equal in amount with the other receivers, $2,500 per annur 

Mr. GRUNDY then offered as a substitwte for the above,a 
proposition to increase the salary of the Treasurer of the Mint 
at Philadelphia five hundred dollars in addidon to his present 
salary, and the Treasurer ofthe Branch Mint at New Orleans 

i dollars in addition to his present salary, as a com- 
pensation for the additional duties enjoined by this bill. 

Mr. BUCTIANAN accepted the mo:ification. 

Mr. SEVIER moved that the blank in the amendment be filled 
with $2009; which was not agreed to—ayes 12, noes 27. 

Mr. ALLEN then moved to fill the blank with $1,000, (mak- 
ing his compensation $3,000;) which was agreed to—ayes 25, 
noes 13. 

The amendment as amended was then ogreed to 

Mr. SEVIER then moveda reconsideration of the vote 
the receiver at New York a compensation of $4,000 

The question was taken on reconsideration, and decided in 
the negative—ayes 20, noes 2). 

On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the Senate then informally passe! 


transfer, 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


the bill, and proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
ness; after which it 

Adjourned. 

eee 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespbay, January, 15, 1840. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of 8. C. chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, by unanimous consent, moved a resolution that the 
sald committee be empowered to employ a clerk 

Mr. STANLY inguired if it had been usual to grant to this 
committee a clerk. 

Mr. CAMPBELL did not wish to detain the House hy any re- 


marks; but it wae obvious that the labors of that commitice had 
beea much increased, and—[cries of “ agreed, agreed.’’] 


CHAIR. By general consent, the resolution is received. 

Mr. LEADBETTER wished to know, before voting for the 
resolution, what would be the compensation. It appeared by 
some of the printed documents, that the clerk to the Committee 
of Waysand Means had heretofore received more compensa- 
tion per diem than the members the : seves, which he thought 
exorbitant and improper. 7” 

Mr. CAMPBELL wunderstuod that it had been usual for clerks 
to committees to receive four dollars per day, anit he would so 
amend the resolution that the compensation should not exceed 
that sum per day. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved an amendment; “and that the 
clerk receive pay during thetime he be employed; which 
was understand to be accepted by the mover. 

Mr. REYNOLDS called forthe yeas and nays, as he be- 
lived there Was no necessity for these clerks to committees. 

Mr. CAMPBELL wou!d not detain the House by a statement 
at that time; but ifthe committee were not allowed to employ 
a clerk, its labors woud be very great indeed. 

Mr. SMITTY, of Maine, thought that it was extremely desira- 
ble that the House should be patin possession of information 
relating to the different cases before that committee at as early a 
day as practicable. We know that cases referred to that com 
mittee embraced numerous depositions, which would make its 
labors arduousinanextreme degree, to put in such form as 
would be proper to report for the information of the House ; 
and it seeme.! to him that the public required, and that the pec- 
ple of New Jersey required, as early areportas possible on 
the disputed seats of the Representatives from the State of 
New Jersey. He thought, unless gentlemen wanted that report 
delayed unul the end of the they should vote fer this 

He sincerely hoped it would pass. 


session, 
resolution 

Mr. DOIG, to putastep to unnecessary debate, moved the 
previous question; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tion was ordered, which was on the aloption of the resolution. 

Mr. REYNOLDS renewed his motion for the yeas and nays; 
which were not ordered, ‘ 

The question was then taken on the resolution, and it was 
adoyited 

Mr. RARIDEN, on his motion, was excused from serving on 
the committee on expenditures in the Depar‘ment of War. 

Mr. HOFMAN called for the order of the day ; when 

The SPEAKER announced that the first business in order 
was the unfinished report of the Committee on the Rules. 

Mr. HOFEMAN said, before proceeding to the consideration 
ofthe last resolution, he wished to submit anamendment to the 
rules, to ad:nit withm the hall the United States District Attor- 
nev for the District of Columbia. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that noamendment could be 
offered until the amendments reported by the Committee should 
be first disposed of, and thatthe motion of the gentleman from 
New York conid not now be received 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know if that amendment was within 
the province of the committee. 

The SP/ AKER eaid he had already decided that the amend- 
rent could not be received-- the question before the House he- 
ing en the resolution reported by the committee to remove the 
seats from before the desks of the membets, after the present 

ession 

Mr. HOFFMAN said the committee on this resolution was 
unanimous. [t had been proposed by one member, and agreed 
yallthe rest. Perhaps it might not be within the compe- 
tency of the committee to report it, but it seemed ‘o him to be 
within the objects for which it was constituted. They sup- 
posed it was withinthe province of the committee to bring in 





such rulesand orders as would facilitate the transaction of 
public business, and prevent disorder, which too ofien oecurred 
there. He considered that one of the best means to effect that 
object, would be to take away the desks before the seats of 
members. The committee thought that the members were too 
comfortable there to do the business of th: ir constituents. We 
cannot confine the gentlenen who wished to speak to one 
hour, as was proposed by the gentleman from New Y ork, (Mr. 
CLARK] On yesterday, and they had set up no hour glass, 
nor had they the water glass of more ancient times, by which to 
measure the speeches of the members. He thought it better to 
make the seats of members as uncomfortable as possible, and 
they wouldthe sooner rid themselves of the tediousness of 
dehate, by vacating them. As it wasnew, the speaker might 
look reund to see il members were not tired of so lone debate. 
anthe found almostas many members in their places at the 
conclusion, as he did at the commencement. Remove the 
desks, and alopt benches, and the countenances of members 
woul! soon indicate to the speaker thatit was time for him to 





Mr. If. referred to the mode in the Ifouse of Commons, 
where they have benches, as a precedent to govern the House 
of Representatives. In that body, he said, where there were 
six or seven huadred members, they did vot eccupy near as 
much time as they did in that House, which he attributed 
solely to the uncomfortable mannerin the arrangement of seats. 
Ife thought it much better to compel members to write all their 
letters and resolutions at home, and come there with their 
propositions and business cut and dried ready for the action 
of the House. Onascore of economy, he thought it best to 
remove the desks; that it would expedite the public business 
more than any other rule which could be adopted. 

Mr. BANKS did not rise to make a speech on the question 
before the House. He happened not tobe present at the session of 
the committee when this particular proposition was agreed to; 
but had he been present, he should have opposed it there as he 
would here. He concurred with the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, that this proposition was not within the province of the 
committee. It did not go to amend the rules, nor did it make a 
new one. But what was the intended effect of the proposition ? 
The gentleman from New York said that it would force mem. 















bers to be less prolix in their speeches, by remov 
veniences which enabled the listeners to prevent p INE the om 
riness during the delivery ofa long speech, POU and we 
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write amendments to bills pending before y Want 
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public business when they have no means of keen. 
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Tushing 


Briush Pathame, 


Wa 


It was aremarkable faci, 4 at 
now proposed by the gentleman, was trie for 4 at the pl 
the Virginia Legislature; but finding the inconvenience." 
order resulting from the members havieg no wie YS 
their amendments, that body caused their Hallty tee." 
with desks. Mr. B. hoped the resolution y. ould no: by, 4 
and moved the previous question on it. , 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said, if it was in orde; be 


move to lay the resolution on the table. 

Mr. HOLMES said, the Cuatr had deci ‘od that j: wa: 
order to introduce it into the rules, as it did not come yy. 
rules of the House, or within the province 0 the Conmires 
the Rules. If such was his decision, a motion to lie on Ret 
Was not necessary. —— 

The CHAIR said that was not the motion he decidea , 
out of order. e 

Mr. ADAMS said he made the objection, hecause jt eek 
order for the committee to_ introduce the resolution, and wna, 
stood the SPEAKER to decide that it was no: in order. oe 

The SPEAKER said he did not decide pon that po 
he decided that the motion of the gentlem in from X \ 
(Mr. Horrmuan] to admit the district attorney into the Hy) o, 
not in crder atthe time he made it. As the genic tan, | 
ever, made the objection, the Cuare decide. that the pes), 
was in order. 

Mr. BANKS had “no dout that the deci-ion was enrene ¢, 
the Ciarr decided on questions of order aid not consistency 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS said as the Cram deciles thai) 
resolution was in order, he would inquire whether it is}, ops. 
to move to lay it on the table. oes 

The CHAIR was of opinion that, as the resolution wa 
parate proposition, it was in order to mye to lay jt 
table P 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS then 
ticular resolution. 

The question was then taken on laying it on the table, a 
decided inthe affirmative—ayes 119, nays 62. ’ 
Mr. COLES said he believed it was now in order for him: 
movean amendment to the 54th and 55th rules;and be woud 
therefore submit the following, which he hoped would receiy 

the favorable consideration of the House. 

“All petitions, memorials, and papers touching the abslitic 
of slavery, or the buying, selling, or travsferring of slaves j 
any State, District, or Territory of the Uniced States, shall, » 
on their presentation, be laid on the table, without being debate 
printed, read, or referred, and no further action whatever sha 
be had thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS said he had a substitute which he wou!d offer 
for the motion of the gentleman from Virg ia. 

The SPEAKER would inform the gentiemen that it was ; 
in order to submit their motions, becanse there wer 
amendments to the rules proposed by a member of th 
mittee, |Mr. BAnks,] with its approbation, 

Mr. BANKS observed that he would waive the considerat 
of his amendments for the present. He was not anxious ab 
then, though he would like to have some of them considere 
ata more favorable opportunity. 

The SPEAKER eaid, that being the case, the gentleman ‘ro 
Virginia [Mr. Cores] had the floor, and it would be ia order 
then for him to offer his amendment. 

Mr. Cones’s resolution was then read; afier which, 

Mr. COLES proceeded to address the House in its suppor 
He observed that a resolution, substantially the same, had re 
ceived the favor of the House at each of the four last sessions ol 
Congress. and he should think, from the service it had perfor 
ed, it ought to be entitled to a kind reception. That res lution, 
he said, was almost a literal copy of the one passed at the ve 
cond session of the Twenty-fourth Congress, and familiar 
known as Mr. Patton’s resolution. There was no material (i! 


vy 


as 


n 


noved to lay on the table thar pat 





ference between the two. He wou!d not detain the 
Ifouse by saying any thing more en [the subject, but 


as he had some weeks azo proposed to the House a measure 0! 
a similar character, which was not then received, a brief ex 
planation would be necessary. It was known to the House 
that the subject of Abolition petitions had created much dis 
turbance here, as well as throughout the country. Itwaste 
lieved that there had not been a dozen membere here who wou 
have voted to grant the prayers of these p titions. But day afer 
day, week aft r week, and menth after month, the subject 
involved in them had been debated on tha! floor, pot only o 
strueting the bus ness of the House, and den ving justice to o'er 
petitioners, but creating excitement, jeo!ousies, and heart 
burnings throughout the country. Surely, sir, we 0 
prevent the mischiefs that these petitions are caicu.ale' | 
produce. 

If we cannot prevent them from coming into the Louse, we 
can at least get over the difficukies in wh ch the contlictng 
views of members with regard to them have occasioned. Sone 
gentlemen think that they should be received, while others es 
they should not; some think that they should be received a 
rejected ; some think that they should be received and lav! 
on the table; and some think that they should be reierre: 
to a committee, with instructions to consider and report 0 
them. Then there were other gentlemen who were of opinies 
that the petitions should be heard at the bar of the Hour. 
Amongst these conflicting opinions, gentlemen had been able ‘0 
uni e, at the session of Congress he before referred to, on a mee 
sure somewhat similar tothe one he now presented; and he,there 
fore, having been admonished by the experience of oe 
sessions, had thovght that, by bringing it forward, it wees 
serve to put an end to the agitating questions which a. 
otherwise be likely to occupy a considerable portion 0! ™ 
time of the body. It was manifest that such measure Wi 
necessary to the peace of the House, Mr. C, was not dispored 
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at : e South, and no man, residing in his 
yo sacrifice the Fights ot vedo to believe that he was capable of 
reith this subject for any personal or party purpose; 
paliering wid ‘therefore, say no more on that point. His 
wished no aggression on the rights of others. 
constituents asked to be let alone. Ife offered no pro- 
lated to abridge the a oe of ene 
ble and petition for a redress rie- 
peaceably 10 ten the ceeuti’ bad exercised that right, and 
vances. i ed, he denied that they had any right to say 
had peliorn ition shall be granted, or to prescribe to 
h its course of action on their petition. If he had 
Congress “he would be disposed to throw all Abolition peti- 
his — fire, or out of the doors or windows; but if a majo- 
tions Into House would not consentto the mode of disposing of 
rity fee he preferred, but were willing to adopt the course of 
them the ion, and lay them on the table without reading, de. 
nee action whatever, he would unite withthem, He was 
bale, “ sDanother proposition was about to be offered, which 
ware ae one to that submitted by his colleague [Mr. Wiss] 
ves Mr. C, preferred his own resolution because 
ee measure, and had united the votes of the House 
—_ *ifferent sessions of Congress; the effects of the two were 
at ically ihe same; for, if the one received the petition, the other 
vy eae If gentlemen would inquire what had been the prac- 
vid of the House and of the Senate for several years past, 
tiee Toa find the effects of both modes of disposing 
they etition practically the same; for laying the ques- 
= i reception on the table, carried with it the pe- 
= also, and it went accordingly into the clerk’s office, 
= was placed on the files. He was not, however, so partial 
aivpis resolution as to object to any amendment that would ef- 
tot ‘the objects he had inview. If the House chose to adopt 
- shraseology of the resolution adopted atthe first session of 
tne wenty-fourtl Congress, or the phraseology adopted at the 
~ nd session of the same Congress, or, if it chose to adopt the 
wraseoleey of the resolution of the last session, he would be 
perfectly content. The same principle pervaded the whole of 
them. Having seldom troubled this House, he thought it was 
due to himself to make this brief explanation, and as he had 
said nothing which rendered it obligatory on any gentleman to 
reply to him, he would move the previous question. _ 

Mr. GRANGER rose to address himself to the justice of the 

entieman from Virginia, and to request him to withdraw his 
motion for the previous question. ? ce 

The SPEAKER informed the gentleman from New York 
that no debate could be allowed on the previous question. 

Mr. GRANGER said no debate was intended. Ie asked for 
the extension of that invariable courtesy which had never been 
re used on that floor, and to be permitted to asi the gentleman 
from Virginia, as he had mace remarks utterly at variance with 
the recollections of gentlemen on that flocr, that he would with- 
draw his appeal. 

Cries of order, and Mr. Grancer being ca'led to order by 
theCrair, took his seat. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, moved to lay the 
amendment on the table, with a view ofoffering a substitute. 

Mr. CROSS called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. PECK moved fora call ofthe House. There were some 
Northern slaves there, he said, whom he wanted to be eman- 
cipated. Mr. P. then called for the yeasand nays on his mo- 
non; which were ordered, and the question being taken, it was 
decided inthe negative—yeas 86, nays 113. 

The question recurring onthe motion of Mr. THompson, of 
South Carolina, to lay the resolution on the table, 

Mr. SLADE raised the point of order, that, inasmuch asthe 
rulesof the House are for conducting its business from day 
to day, this resolution proposed a rule of action for the whole 
session 

The SPEAKER ruled the resolution to be in order, it having 
been received and acted on by the House: it was too late now 
for the gent! eman from Vermont to raise the question of order. 

Mr. BOTTS asked to be excused from voting on the ques- 
tion, and was proceeding to discuss the question; when 

The SPEAKER informed him that 1 was not in order to 
we the n.erits of the proposition 6n a motion to be ex- 
cused, 

Mr. TRIPLETT moved that the gentleman from Virginia 
have leave to proceed. 

oo AN called for the yeas cnd nays, which were 
ordered; anc 

Mr, PECK moved a call of the House, but subsequently 
withdrew his motion. We have, said he, some refugee slaves 
fiom the North that I wish brought in. 

Mr. BOLTS hoped that the gentleman who had so kindly 
—_ Lee for him to proceed with his remarks would 
withdraw his motion. 

; mi oor _ If the gentleman does withdraw the mo- 
ion, T shall renew it. 

Mr. SMITH, of Maine, asked ifthe gentleman was allowed to 
make aspeech, if it would not be in order to answer him. 

The yeas and nays were then called on allowing My. Borrs 
‘ogo on, and resulted—yeas 93, nays 1M. 

Mr. BOTTS then withdrew his motion to be excused from 
the If saying that he would excuse himself by walking out of 

ouse, 

Mr. MONROE moved to be excused from voting; which mo- 
lion Was rejected—ayes 23, noes not counted. 

The question was then taken on Mr THOMPsON’s motion to 
lay theamendment of Mr. Cones on the table, and resulted— 
yeas 102, nays 98, as fullows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, John W. Allen, Simeon II. 
Anderson, Andrews, Baker, Barnard, Bell, Black, Bond, Briggs, 
Brockway, Anson Brown, Sampson H. Butler, Calhoun, Ca- 
fy, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Colquitt, James Cooper, 





b ; Mark 
- Sooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cranston, Crockett, Curtis. Cush- 
ep Davee, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillett, 
‘wards, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fisher, Fletcher, 
Garland, Gates, Gentry,Gerry, Giddings, Goode, Granger, 
“raves, Griffin, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, W. 8. Hastings, 
tory, Hillen, Hoffman, James, Charles Johnston, Wm. C, 
i neon, Kempshall, Lawrence, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin. 
tchell, Morgan, C. Morris, Naylor, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Pa, 
(menter, Peck, Pickens, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Ran- 
oh, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall- 
ton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Sum., 
" Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
rumbull, Peter J Wagner, Warren, John White, Thomas W. 
illiams, and Joseph L. Williams—102. 


_ NAY8—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh 
Boyd, 


J. Anderson, Ather- 
‘on, Banks, Beatty, Blackwell, 


Brewster, Aaron Y, 
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Brown, A.G. Brown, Burke, J.Campbell W.B. Campbell, Carr, 
Carroll, Carter, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Craig, 
Crary, Cross, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, 

Doan, Doiz, Dromgoole, Earl, Eastman, Floyd, Fornance, 
James Garland, Goggin, Graham, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hillof Va. Iithet N. ©. Holleman, Hook, 
Nopkius, Noward, Hubbard, Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nath’! 
Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kembie, Leadbetter, Leet, Leo 

nard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallory, 
Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, 
Newhard, Parish, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Ramsay, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Sm th, 
Starkweather, Steenrod, Strong, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Philip F. 
Thomas, Triplett. Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagner, 
Watterston, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—t 8. 

Mr. THOMPSON then offered his substitute, which was read 
as follows: 

Resolved, That, upon the presentation of any memorial or 
reution, praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
in any District, Territory, or State of the Union, and upon the 
presentation of any resolutien, or other paper touching that 
subject, the reception of such memorial, peution, resoluuon, or 
paper, shal! be considered as objected to, and the question of tts 
reception shall be laidon the table, without debate, or further 
action thereon. 

Mr. ADAMS submitted to the Carr whether his substitute 
had not priority. He offered it (he said) as soon as the genile- 
man from Virginia had offered his. 

The SPEAKER replied, that he had informed the gentleman 
that it was not in order for him to offer his resolution when the 
gentleman from Virginia had the floor. The gentleman did 
not offer it at any other time. 

Mr. ADAMS. Very well, sir; I shall yet find atime. 

Mr. EVERETT raised the question on the recepuion of Mr 
TuHomPson’s resolution; and, after a discussion on the point of 
order involved, in which Messrs. EVERETT, LEWIS WIL- 
LIAMS, BRIGGS, and SHERROD WILLIAMS, took part, 
Mr. EVERETT withdrew his objections. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST rose to a point of order, wl ich he re- 
duced to writing, as follows: 

“That itis notin order to adopt or move a proposition, as a 
standing ru'e of one Ffouse of Congress, which, if adepted 
and made a standing rule, interferes with a constitutional obli- 
gation of the House, as one branch of Congress ; impairs the 
right of peition, as secured by common law and by the Consti- 
tution; and precludes appropriate, constitutional, and discrimi 
nating action by the House upon petitions of its constituents, 
respectfully addressed to Congress, whenever the same are, or 
may be presented ; and that the proposition moved by the gen- 
tleman from South Carolina as and for a standing rule, is not in 
order on that account.” 

The CHAIR decided that this could not be entertained asa 
point of order, it being matter of objection to the adoption of 
the proposition on its merits, 

Mr. THOMPSON, of South Carolina, then addressed the 
House at length in support of his motion, and concluded by 
moving the previous question. 

Messrs. GRANGER and MONROE asked the gentleman 
from South Carolina to withdraw his appeal, to enable them to 
make some remai ks. 

Mr. THOMPSON declining, 

Mr. GRANGER said he much admired the chivalry ef the 
gentleman from South Carolina, who made a speech, and, by 
moving the previous question, cut off'a reply to it. 

Mr. MONROE again appealing to Mr. Tompson, he, amidst 
much noise and confusion, withdrew his motion; when 

Mr. NONROE addressed the House at some length in ex- 
planation of his views on the subject, and concluded by mov- 
Ing jthe following, which the Cuarr permitted to be read for 
the information of the House. 

Resolred, That all petitions, memorials, resolutions, and ad- 
dresses of every description, touching the abolition of slavery in 
the Distric: of Columbia, or in the States or Territories, or ia 
any manner relating to the existence of slavery or the slave 
trade in the United States, be referred. without debate, to a select 
committee, with instructions to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. GRANGER then followed, and, ina speech of some 
length, contended for the right of petition, which he said 
would be outraged by the adoption of the resolution. We 
have arrived at a point at which itis proposed to engraft on the 
rules of the Representative Assembly ofthe freest Government 
on earth, astanding order by which no paper shall be re- 
ceived which presumes to speak on a question of per- 
sonal liberty. Here wasan opinion practically consistent 
with Jeffersonian principles, practically consistent with mo:lern 
Democracy! He asked if, ia a Government like ours, we had 
arrived at a point at which the only question that could not be 
discussed in that House was a question involving liberty or 
slavery. Mr. G. after denying that he was an Abolitionist, 
said, if gentlemen would continue to press this question 
in this form, they would find enlisted un'er the banner 
of Abolitionism a number of gallant spirits at the 
North who would never quai’; and that it would then be 
discovered that the South was not the only part of this nation 
possessing moral force, and which, knowing its rights, dares 
maintain them. Mr. G. expressed the hope that a resolution 
would be offered referring these petitions toa committee to con- 
sider and report on them, though he could not approve of 
making any standing order of the House on the subject. 

Mr. CRABB felt it due to himself to make a few observations 
in explanation of the votehe gave. He voted against the resc- 
lution of the gentleman from New Hampshire, not because he 
believed it wasa gag, but because it was not, in his opimion, 
gag enoug!; and for this vote, he was announced, in the Aboli- 
tion paper of New York, as being one of those opposed to the 
gag. He had inteaded to make a publication in answer, defin- 
ing his reasons for the vote he gave, but when he came to con- 
sider the source from whence the charge was made, he thought 
it best to treat it with silent contempt. 

The charge, however, was transferred from that paper toan 
Administration paper in his district, and used in the elections 
against him. In reference to the right of petition, on which 
gentlemen laid so much stress, he thought Northern gentlemen 
were mistaken on thissubject. The Constitution provided that 
no law should be passed prohibiting the people from as- 
sembling“to petition for a redress of grievances.” Now 
he was not disposed to interfere with this provision 
Was it a violation of this right for Congress to refuse 
to receive petitions on a matter with regard to which it had no 
jurisdiction? Gentlemen on all sides, with a very few excep- 
tions, admitted that Congress had no jurisdiction on the cab: 
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ject; and, besides, had these abolitionists grievances to redress, 


or had they a right to intermeddle and petition for a redress 
of grievances which they might suppose to exist in another 
partof the Union? The right of petition was consummated, 
when the petitioners had assembled and made their petition, 
and they had no right to require Congreas to grant their prayer, 
or to prescribe its action on it, Mr. C. after a few remarks, ex 

pressed hie regrets that the centleman from South Carolina [Mr 

Tuompson} had withdrawn his motion forthe previous ques 
tion; and as he believed that further discussion would be toju- 
rious, he renewed the motion, and reluctantly gave notice that 
he could not withdraw it. 

Mr. GENTRY, and several others, asked the gentleman to 
withdraw his motion for the previous question, and # would 
be considered a great obligation conferred. 

Mr. CRABB said he was as desirous as any gentleman to 
speak on that subject; but inasmuc) as he regretted that the 
gentleman from South Cerolina (Mr. Taompson)] had with 
drawn his motion for the previous question, he thought the de 
bate would take a Wide range, and be injurious; and he could 
not consent to withdraw it 

The House was then about leing divided, to ascertain 
whether there was a second to the motion for the previous 
ques ion, and tellers having been called for, Messrs. GRIFFIN, 
of Sonth Carolina, and ANDREWS of Kentucky, were appoint 
edas such; who reported that there were—ayes 72, nves 87 

So the previous question was not seconded 

Mr. GENTRY said, without regard to what effect it would 
have upon him personally, he felt impelled by a proper sense 
of duty to state what his corvictions were as to the best 
course for the House to pursue upon the exciting question be 
fore it. As a Southern man, he repudiated the idea that this was 
a question which was confined to or interested the South alone 
He considered that the whole Union was interested, inasmuch as 
any thing which went to overthrow or affect the peculiar institu 
tions of one section, by an iiraction ofthe compact, would effect 
the whole Union, and the common cause of fieedom itself. It 
therefore should be looked towttha single eye as to the moet 
wise course to be pursued to allay the execit ment, and prevent 
the dingers that might accrue from the agitation of the subject 
He concurred with the views ofthe centleman frem New York, 
{Mr Monroe.] that the battle was at present to be fought in 
the North, and he thoughtit extremely improper for Southern 
gentleman to place their friends fromthe North on that floor 
Ina position Which was untenable at home, and which, he be 
lieved, favored the schemes of the Abolitioniste: that, tt was their 
greatohjectto prevent. The Abolitionists, whore great prin 
ciple of action isacitation, cou'd not be better pleased than by 
the passage of solution of the gentleman from Seuth 
Carolina | Mr. THomrseon.] It would strengthen theit ground by 
blending thei: coause with the great Constitutional right of peti 
tion. It was by this species of argumentthat they had been ena 
bled to maintain their stand in t+ North thus far, and the House 
should legistate, so as to deprive them ofthat argument to ad 
vance their cause. He thought the representatives from the 


the ve 


South should look at this question” practically, without 
passion and resentment—to meet U, and Ciscuss = it 
to receive the petitions—refer them to a committee 


to be reported upon—such report to show why it was 
that the prayers of the petition cou'd not be granted 
He believed that such a report would have as beneficial ef- 
fect in causing this agitation to subside, as the great Sunday 
mail report had in allaying the excitement it was intended to 
operate upon. Tt was from these considerations that he was in 
favor of the resolution offered a few days ago by a gentleman 
from Louisiana, [Mr. Cuinn ] who, he was informed, was as 
much interested in having this question settled as any man uj 
on that floor. He believed that if they met the question 
frankly, by taking the course suggested by him, their 
friends in the North would successfully do baile there, and 
put down those agitators, He trusted that the petriotiem of 
the North and the South would meet, and, threugh the chanre| 
of acommiitee, make such a report as would seule the maites 
definitely. He believed the best interests of the South re 
quired the course indicated by him, and for that reason he 
would vote against the resolnuon of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, |Mc. THompson,] in the hope that it would thereby 
enable him to vote for the resolution of the gentleman from 
Louisiana. |Mr. Cuinn ] Mr. G. having concluded, 

Mr. COOPER, of Georgia, ob'ained the floor, and on his 
motion 

The House aljourned, 


N SENATE, 
Turrsepay, January 16, 184, 

The CHAIR presented the credentials of Danren Srvragon, 
elected a Senator of the Uniied States by the Legistature of the 
State of Pennsvivania, for the teim of #1x years, from and after 
the 4th day of March, 1839; which were iead. 

The CHAIR submitted a memorial of the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of Towa, praying an appropriation for 
the completion of the road from Dubuque to the northern boun 
dary of the State of Missouri. 

Also, a memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri 
tory of Iowa, praying a donation of land for the improvement of 
the navigation of the Iowa end Cedar rivers; and 

A memoria] of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Towa, praying the survey of Skunk river; which were several! y 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, resolutions of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
oflowa, in favor of the survey of the lands in that Territory, to 
which the Indian title has been recently extinguished; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the memorial o° George 
Whitman, praying compensation for the aid and responsibility 
afiorded by him to Government agents in 1536, in raie-ng money 
for the prosecution of the operations against the hostile Creek 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee on Clain s. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of John H. Sheppard, 
administrator of Abiel Wood, deceased, praying to be released 
from a jadgmentrecoverd by the United States; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented a memorial of a numberof 
manufacturers of cigars in the city of Baltimore, praying an 
increase of duty on imported cigars; which was referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. PHELPS presented the petition of a number of citi ne 
of Rutland county, Vermont, praying a reducticn ofthe age 
on letters; which was referred to the Committee on the Post Of. 
fice and Post Roads, 
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Mr. CLAY of Kentucky presented the memorial of a commit- 
tee of the Americ in Silk Society, praying the aid aod patronage 
of the Government in the priating aud distributing the journal 
of said society 

Jn presenting this memorial, Mr. Clay said, while lam up I 
will remark that, in my opinion, there is hardly a production in 
which this country is enzaged which is more important to be 
duly attended t» at this time than that of silk. As an agicul- 
tural product, it is appropriate (o all parts of the country. And 
among the causes which have occasioned the unexampled state 
of distress from which no portion of this wide country is ex- 
empt, which has increased, is increasing, and I wish to God I 
could see any hope of its end-—at least among the foreign causes 


of this remarkabie state of distress, is unquestionably that of 


purchasing so much abroad. Sir, we must make more at home, 
and bring lesa from abroad, if we would remove the causes of 
distress; and this remark is applicable to our own productions 
in every form, of agriculture as well as of fabricatievn. And 
in regard to silk itself, look at the facta For sevea years past, 
the annual amount of it brought into this country has been 
$125 0,000, and one year it rose to $20000,000; and this §12,- 
600,000 is foranarticle which, i any thisg,is for the adorn- 
ment and luxury of man. Sill is that article. 

Sir, no country cau long withstand, for which the annual im- 
ports exceed the exports by some © 10.090,009 or §50,000,000, 
And, iff was not absolutely powetl f my friends and my- 
welf had any power inthe direcuon of this Goverument, Lwould 
to-morrow impose a duty equal to the maximam which the 
comproniise act admils, thats, 20 percent. on this import otf 
612,590,009 in ailk Twould lay thisduty on silk; and with a 
View, in part, to prevent rous excees of revenane, | 
would distribute the anuual proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands to the States as their Own property, to which they are al 
ready entitled; andletthis fund assist them to liquidate their 
debts, and to foster thuse great interests which are justly dear 
to them, so far as there is now freedom from debt. | would im- 
pose this duty on silk andon other luxuries, aod af the lane's 


' 
a Gathig 


are not nec try to the support of this Government, | would 
distribute the proceeds of the lands among the States who are 
entitled to them Bul we, or at least Lam not in the condition 
to do what I hivesuggested, and therefore T eennot do other- 
wise thanto ask that this me.nortal be referred w the Commit 
tee on Manufactures, ud printed 


Mr. CALHOUN said: Trise to make no oppo-ition to the 
motion. butto make a few remarks connected with those topics 
whichare now of chief inportan and T hope that not much 
more of this season will pasa, b fore we shall go deeply into that 
subject. ‘The country is now ata point at which it has become 
of far more taterest than ever 

Sir, Pditlerin foto trom he Sena‘or from K ntucky as to the 
and. i Tam not mistaken, they ere the very 
Opposite of What have been assigned. ‘To revive the old, the 
tried, and condemned American system, would be rygnous in 
every branch of industry, and especially to the manufacturing, 
agriculiveal, and commercial interests. The distress which 
he ascribes t from other causes 
He looked upon auy measure ! 
the credit of the States so as (9 ¢ 
in foreign markets, as positively injurious. We ship our cre 
dit, and bringin goods. Thold the very reverse of what the 
Senator has indicated as the true policy, and T hope for an early 
opportunity of pointing out that policy, and that at an carly day 
we shall look deep into the subject. 

Mr. CLAY. Thisisa litte unusual, to engage in a discus- 
sion en this subject ius before the ime. Bir, have I proposed 
or suggested a revival of the tariff further than the compromise 
allows! Not inthe slightest degree. IT merely proposed aduty 
on silk, as an article of luxury, entirely consistent with the 
compromise. Sir, what was it that T proposed? It was simply 
that the maximum duty of the compromise —that is, twenty 
per cent.—should be imposed on silk, which Is in no way ti 
compatible with the compromise 


causes of distress 


othe importation of silk comes 
would, at this lime, increase 


ible them to sell moe bonds 





And how can this i 7 hye vannfactnres of cotton, ehin- 
building, of any thing el-e, Ww har ww nearly prostrated? 
The woollen manufacturer at the North is almost entirely 


stopped, and that of iron uself is among the most languishing 
How can ‘the duty on this luxary affect cither the manufactures 
or agriculture of the country? [i wil benefir them; for it will 
directly aid the mavulacture of silk, and, if raw silk is pro- 
duced with success, it hecomesa fit object for importation, and 
it may aid creatly in removing that ruinous excess in the ba 
lance of trade, which will crush us all, unless the people can 
riee to their own relief, 

And the stare debts?) Sir, T should like to Know by what 
rightthe subject of Srate so frequently dragged into 
this Senate. and the States are here chiiied and censured as if 
under our supervision Who gives us jurisdiction over 
them? By what authority have we the right to say to Penn- 
sylvania, or Hiinois, or any other State, you are extravagant; 
you have vot into debt; and we will leave you to get out 
as you can. Whence is this right? Who made it the duty 
of the Federal Government to give lectures to the States 
On getting into this deb:?) But those debts have been con- 
tracted, and, as the Senator from South Carolina says, one 
efect of ithas been to enlarge our imports, because the means 
arising fromthe S:ate bouts has bee. thrown into the channel 
of commerce. But it will be no longer so, for that very 
means will now become an obstruction to commerce. But 
those debts exist, and, as men of honor and honesty, those who 
owe them must pay them; and [trust no man here will be so des- 
titute of honor and probity as to say they ought not to be paid 
They have been contracted, and our Sutes have received the 
beneti;: and } rust and believe that nota State of this Union 
will be so lost to honor and good taih as not to pay su lh 
debts he worst forms, because the 


debts 1s 


Tie debts exist, and in the 
foreigner is against us, not as a whole, but as divided into paris, 
as separate members of the Confederacy, on whom there ts fo- 
reign debt, and consequently foreign influence 

Aad what is to be done? The States have here proposed 
nothing, in either branchof Congress. But we know the exist- 
ence of these debts, and the disiress which prevails in these 
different communities; and we know that taxation will be 
neceasary. Some of the States, right or wrong, have con- 
tracted debts to an extent which the people cannot bear; 
and if we are not destitute of all those feelings which ought to 
belong to a parent Government, and whch, as such, we 
should cherish, we oug! deeply to sympathize with all these 
sufferings. : 

Well, and what suggestion dil I make? Was it to assume 
these debts? No, sir; no, sir. But we are in possession of an 
important fund, which, of right, belongs to the States The 














States have no power of imposing duties on imports for the 
purpose of relicving themse! ves And what was my sugges 
tion? The debts exist, an | must be paid, principal and interest; 
and my suggestion was, that we should give up whit belongs 
to the States, or, at least, d+ what we can for them, by impos- 
ing duties on articles purely of luxury, and give the Statestheir 
own property, the proceeds of the public land:, which would of 
itsclf be sufficient to pay the interest on a debt of 8100,000,000, 
aad [ believe the whole amount of the Sia'e debts is nut much 
more than $190,000,000, But T have been diawn into an exhi- 
biiion of these views on an occesion wh: n Thad not intended it. 
I merely meant to » ake some suggestions appropriate on pre- 
senting a memorial, The Senator ir m South Carolina thought 
fit to express, What is not at all extraocdinary, that there is a 
total difference of opinion between us on this subject. But he 
misstated me in regarl to the tariff, andI therefore thought it 
my duty to say What I have done on that point, and [ trust Unis 
willserve with the “enate as my apology. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 1 will not enter mto the argument, but 
merely say, by way of comment on the Senaton’s reinarks, that 
his scheme in regard to the public lands, is one of the modifica: 
tions for assuming the State debts; and, in my opinion, it is the 
most unconstitutional and ruinous that can be imagined. But 
J trust the Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Gaunpy] will give us 
an opportunity seon toenter fully into thatsubject—(alluding to 
the expected report on Mr. Benton's resolutions adverse to the 
assumption of debts by the States.) Itis tine to act; and, ia my 
opinion, we are at the point where we were when the Ameri- 
can System was adopied—the revival of which would be fol- 
lowe i bvincalculable injury. Tam ready to meet that point, 
andto show that the whole system is the reverse of our true 

nicyv, 

Mr. CLAY. The geatleman chooses to call this (the di 
bution of the land preceeds) an assumption of the State debts. 
Why, sir, the propostnon was made long before any Staie was 
in debt, or, fany, only fora wifling sum; and the gentleman 
saya thisisan assumption of the Site debts! But how? On 
what grounds did Tmake my preposition? Weare in posses- 
sion ofa fund belonging to the States, he'd iv trast solely for 
their benetit; and I said we ought now to distribute its proceeds 
among the States. Aud the gentleman says this is an assump- 
eaolt the State debts! Sir, how isit so! And whose ts this 
property? It will go to the States that owe no debt; and if those 
Siates receive Ht, they getonly what they are entitled to, 

In respect tothe American System, fam ready to engage in 
the di-cussion on that subject; but when Ido so, I hope the 
honorable Senator frown Souch Caroliga will remember the part 
he took ta ISt6 as the originator ofthat system; and that I was 
then his humble follower on that subject and for years af er- 
wards; and I believe the country is now fifty years ahead of 
wiratit would have been but for that system: and if it had not 
been for that system, we should be now in the state we were 


















befove the Revoluuion, When there Was no paper and no enr- 
ency. except as tobacco and other articles oft > were used 
asamedium. IT shat! be ready to shog t domestic 
causes produce ! the gre mortion ofthe distress in which the 





country is the inain one has 
been that we produce too little at home, and send for tos much 
abroad ; and I believe the Imports are enlarged not meriy hy 
the want of duty on luxuries, but the hist of iree articles is more 
than a motety of the whole imports of the country. 

Mr. GRUNDY said, withoutintending to declare any opinion 
on the merits of the debate in which the gentlemen who pre- 
ceded him had engaged. he expressed the hope that the subject 
of the assumption of State debts by the General Government 
would not be worn out before it, came properly before the Se- 
nate. The Select Committee to which that matter had been re- 
ferred, would in a few days make a report, in which all the 
questions connected with the subject would be presented, fully 
and fairly, for the action of the Senate, and every Senator 
wou'd have an opportunity of presenting his senuments or 
them, 

The mem 
factures. 
Mr. NORVELL presented the petition of Bickford P Mutch- 
inson and oth *) praying the confirmation of thelr title toa 
tract of Jand.or that they be allowed to locate o her lands of 
equal value tn lieu thereof; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. YOUNG presented the memorialof the Cairo city and 
canal company, praying that the ety of Cairo may be solected 
as ihe cite of a national armory; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, aad ordered to be printed 

Mr. Y¥ also, presented a preamble and resolutions of the 
General Assenbly of the S:ate of Hlinois, iastructine their Se- 
nators and requesting their Representetives in Congress to use 
their exertions to procure the adoption of measures for the 
speedy an} permanent adjustment of the title of the United 
States to the Oregon Territory; which were referred to the 
Select Commitiee on the Orezon Territory, and ordered to be 
printed, " 

Mr. Y. also, presented the memorial of a numberof the citi- 
zens of the State of Llinois and Territoriesof Wisconsin and 
lowa, prayilig an appropriation for improvement of the navi- 
gation of Che Mississippi river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Comrnerce 
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uvolved; but of foreign causes, 





rial was then referred tothe Committee on Manu- 














Mr. PIERCE. from the Committee on Pensions, to which 
was referred (oe petitions of John Quiacey, Daniel Root, and 
John Paul, made an alverse report in each case, and asked to 
be discharged from their further consideration; which was 
agreed to. 

Mr. P. from the same committee, to which was referred the 
petiti mason the subj ‘ct, reported 

A bill for the retief of Samuel Collins, and 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Laighton; 

Which were several’y read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. from the Committee on Naval Affairs. to 
which was referred the petitions of Ana Etiza Laurie and Ir- 
vine Shubrick, made an adverse report thereon, and asked to 
be discharged from their further consideration; which was 
agreed to 

Mr. W. also from the same committee, to which was referred 
the bill to repeal certain acts respecting navy pensions, and 
making further provisions in relation te navy pensions, reported 
the same wiihan amendment. 

Mr. W. said, as this was a public bill of much interest, he 
would ask the Senate to make it the special order for Tuesday 
next; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Pensions, to which was 
referred the — of Nathaniel Jacobs, askeii to be discharged 
from its further consideration; which was agreed to, 








cae 
Mr. HUBBARD said that, at the last session of Cong 


tition of John Kurtz for remuneration for the | 
thes ip Allegany, was referred to the Cominitie 
eyvnmetee hadthis petition under their considerat 

ported a bill for the relief of the petitioner Thar’ and iq 
much debated tn the Senate, and a vote was finally a" bill 

Senate equivalent (as regarded by the Commitise en Dike 
a rejection of the il. The committee, therefore ig 
poss again to consider this subject. The petition’ ag De 
to the Commitee on the Judiciary, and that Stein Felerrey 
that they be discharged from ita constleration, and thet re peti 
ferred tothe Committee oi Claims, If he had beey ae tn 
time when this report was made from the Comat 
Judiciaty, he should bave objected to the reference a On the 
ject tothe Committee of Claims. That committee — sub 
what it deemed to be its duty, and the Senate had o . me 
after public debate, the decision of that committee: angele, 
he was at the head of the committee, he could not. = 
lend his aid in bringing the same Dill again before 
itsaction He, therefore, was instructed by the co 
turn the papersagain to the Senate, and he moy 
on the table. 

pe pipers were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Comme eer 
been referred merce, t0 Which fal 

A bill to refandto Noah Miller and others, a 
ceeds of the sale of the Britiah slong Mary and cargo: and 

A bill for the relief of the Plumb Island Bri ‘ge and Tur ; 
Company; reporied tha same without amendment, —_ 

Mr. K. also, from the same committee, asked to be 
from the further consideration ofthe resolution instructing ¢ 
to inquire intothe expediency ofan extension of cred ye 
Siate of Linois on certain duty bonds, and that it be refers: 
the Committee on Finance; which was agreed to, “erred to 

Mr. NORVELL submited the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committes on Pensions inquire j 
exne liency of allowing a pension w James T. Clelladon, ¢.... 
1815 to 1830, when his present persion commenced. a 

The resolution submitted yesterday in relation to the N 
eastern bonadary coming up for consideration, 

Mr RUGGLES offeredan amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he was not opposed to the ameni. 
ment, but as it related toa delicate subject, he wou 
thatthe whole subject lay over till to-morrow; 
acreed to. 

The foilowing bills were read the third time and passed: 

A bill to refund the money paid, and to cance! the bonds 
given, to secure duties upon vessels and their cargoes employe 
in the whale fishery; pitts 

A bill for the reef of John McCarty; and 

A bill for the reliefof A. G. 8. Wight. 

The Senate then proceeded to the consideration of the byl] to 
provi le for the collection, safe keeping, transfer and disburse 
mentofthe public money. 

Mr. BENTON proposed to amend ‘the bill by striking 
out from the ‘19h and 20th sections the words, “or in such 
notes, bills, or paper issued under the authoruy of the Unite 
States, as may be directed to be received by law in payment ot 
the public dues.” 

Mr. #. p-oceeded at length to explain and enforce the pro. 
priety of the amendment, and was followed by Messrs, 
WRIGHT, CALHOUN, NORVELL, WALKER, CLAY, of 
Kentucky, HENDERSON, and ALLEN; when the question 
was taken on the amendment, and it was adopted—ayes 3 
noes 6. 

Mr. WALKER then submi'ted an amendment, striking out 
that part of section 18 empowering the agents of the Govern: 
ment to contract for the use of the vaults of banks; which, 
after some remarks from Mr. W. and Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, 
was agreed to without a division. 

The bill was then informally passed over, and the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of Executive business; afer 
which, 

It adjourne lt. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvasnay, JANvarRY 16, 1540. 

Mr. COOPER. of Georgia, being entitled to the floor, 

Mr. MICCIIELL, with the permission of the gentleman 
from Georgia, begged leave of the House to make a brief ex 
planation, in answer fo an article that aypeared in one of the 
pipers of this city. In consequence of the course pursued by 
the honorable gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Pickens 
the other day in alluding to an article (vat appeared in the Ma 
disonian, haviaga personal bearing on himself, he Mr. M.,was 
constrained to ask the same indulgence in reference to himsel! 
The article he alluded to appeared in the Globe of of this city, 
of Tuesday last. Mr. M. theo read from the Globe as follows. 

“Tt is true tbat General Duff Green was offered tea thousand 
dollars it, by the use of his name, a few of the State Righ's 
party gould be induced to join the Federal party and secure his 
election as public Printer, provided he would surrender the 
employment co ob‘aine! to Gales and Seaton. This propost 
tion was made to General Green directly, by Mr. Mitosstt, 4 
member from New York, in a letter. ‘Tiiis letter was sent by 
General Green to a member of the House from Norsh Care 
lina, with a view that it might be shown to some one ol te 
State Rights party of South Carolina. It was shown by hin, 
as it ought to have been, first to the SPEAKER, and wiih 
his alvice, to another gentleman of distinciion. Al! cons! tered 
ita gross overture of bribery. The membe 
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r who made th 4 
proposition, although he used in his letter the term ae ae 
making it. and gave assurance that, if “adroitly manage’, 
whole Federal vote could be concentrated on General Green ht 
the purpose named, yet disclaimed speaking for his party let 
we misstate, in the slightest particular, the purport o/ ele 
ter, Mr. Mrrcaeriiean put all right by producing te ‘he 

“The public have, in this simple statement, the history - 
$10,000 proposition to purchase the public printing. ws 
been so falsely imputed to us by the confederate of Mes ion 
Jalesand Seaton, in the corrupt transaction of the extra ses 
of 1837.” 

Mr. M. said it was proper that he should remark, that, Pm 
vious to the publication of this article, he received eae 
of the character named in it; and, for the purpose of Dnihs 
himself right before the House. he wrote to General Grove’ = 
copy of the letter which he had written to him, and ee 10 
writ’en in too much haste to retain a copy of it. He wre, 


it before the House; but, having waited for four days wi 
hearing from General Green, he was constrained to make 


General Gre n for a copy of this letter for the purpose of = 
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Fsidered as an offer bribery. 
jo considered it; but—— 











| writen out, had been shown to him. 
| Globe had been accused of having committed the sa:e act that 


o without it. This article in the 
pansion” a yer the idea that he made the 
a wn contained in his letter for the purpose of bribery, 
oit1O" “aise. He merely wrote this letter to Gen. Green, 
oom ‘ him to come here and be the candidate for the 
ages ‘ep ner of the House, without making him the offer of 
ce ol ec sum for the use of hisname, He told him that 
y SPCC anxious to defeat the election of Blair and Rives; 
e evi « it impossible to elect Gales and Seaton, he advised 
vd Ted and be acandidate, as it was probable he could 
ma we “He adJed, that if he was unable, from the want of 


cted. ; 
- roexecute the printing of the House,he could make an ar- 
ee os h Gales and Seaton to do it, Mr. MircHe ce said he 


ment wil 
Seat this proposition to Green was no more a matter of 
nought th: 


Abrivery than was the election, by the Whigs, of a Sub-Treasury 


ndave for the office of Speaker. He made this proposition 
are own respoasibility, and it was due to Messrs. Giles and 
- us to say that he did so without any consultation whatever 
. * What construction others might make on the 
had acted, he did not know, but he was sure 
no one who was not capable of committing — bri- 
would consider that letter as a_ proffer 
He had not yet obtained a copy of his let- 


The article in the Globe said that hisietter 
was sown first to the SPEAKBR, as it ought to have been, and 
.» would call the Sp AKER’S attention (0 the idea here attempt- 
dio be conveyed. Was it meant that it ousht first to have 
eg shown to the Spzaxen, forthe purpose of hus laying it be- 
fore the House? Tue aricie further said, that by all it was con- 

He did not know ifthe Spza ER 


The SPEAKER said he knew nothing of the article in the 
Globe, to which the gentleman referred, till he saw it in print. 
He never expressed the opinion that the leiter shown to him 
was an oler of bribery—bat he said at once that the proposi- 
tion was invlmissible. ; F 

M-. FISHER, of North Carolina, presumed that it was un- 
derstood by every gentleman present that he was the member 
from Norih Carolina to whom allusion was made in the article 
ji the Globe. This rendered it necessary that some explana- 
tion should come from him, in relation to the part he had in 
the matter, though he regretted that his name should have been 
connected with itinany way. He had no ambition to figure 
jn matters of this kind, and tt was for this reason that he had 
not spoken of it. The simpiest way to explain a subject of this 
jature was to tell the whole story ; and he would do so with as 
much b-evity as possible. 

About the time that Congress met, he receiveda letter from 
Geral Green, informing him thathe wasa candidate forthe 
o fice of printer to the House, and could be elected. Taking 
tus to bea circular Jetter, common on such occasions, he taid 
the letter aside, and took no further notice of it; and a few days 
aiter he saw General Green, who said nothing onthe subject. 
Buta day or soatier the Spzaker was elected, he, Mr. F. re- 
ceived another letter from General Green, enclosiag this letter 
of the gentleman from New York, |Mr. MircHeti.) The state- 
ment in the Globe, just read, was made froman explanation of 
hus, (Mr. Fisugr’s,} and on his authority; and after it was 
The Editors of the 





was proposed in the letter of the gentleman from New York, 
and having heard of this matter, they called on him for the 
wurpose of obtaining information respecting it, whics he, {Mr. 
f }felt that it was butsheer justice that he should give them. 
Now, sir, said Mr F. for the contents of the letter. He would 
endeavor to give them according to the best of his recollection. 
The letter begins by saying “that itis pretty well ascertained 
that Gales andSeaton could not be elected, and that the wri- 
ter's aversiun to Blair was so great, that he wished Gen. Green 
t) come on and be a candidate, believing that if he could geta 
jew of his friends to vote for him, he could be elected; that the 
a would be worth about 330.000, and as Gen. Green pro- 
bly had notthe means of executing tt, he could make an ar- 


| Tangement with Gales and Seaton to do it for him—he retain- 


ing $10,009, without any risk or responsibility whatever, ani 
Gales and Seaton receiving the remaining $20 000 for doing the 
work and incurring the trouble and responsibility.” ‘Ils let- 
ter Gen Green enclosed to him, (Mr. F.) desiring him to 
confer with certain gentlemen on the subject, without naming 
thm, but by the allusions made, he could not but understand 
who General Green meant. He at once, Mr. F. said, saw the 
Jaipropriety of the proposition, and you, sir, [addressing the 
Brsaker } being the first gentleman I met of those for whom I 
thought the‘letier might be intended, may remember that I said 
to you that [ had received a lever of a very strange character; 
and, showing it co you, asked if [should show it to the gentle. 
men referrec to. You remarked, sir, that the proposition could 
nothe entertained for a moment, but you said nothing, as you 
have just very correctly observed, about bribery. You thought 
that lought to exhibit the letter to some of the gentlemen re- 
ferred to in Gen. Green’s letter. 

After I had left you, I met with another gentleman---a distin- 
guished member of the other House—to whom I offered to 
show the letter, explaining its contents, He declined reading 
aera the proposition in the strongest term as ao 
aoa nee Here was the mistake made in the article 
a paren It was the last named gentleman who denounced 
ie dines bon an overture of bribery, and not another person, as 
ca tian renee you and myself before had expressed 
General Gree pa Ithen determined to return the letter to 
my own ame oe rid of the subject altogether. But for 

Yarolina, whe y, I showed it to a gentleman from South 
30. Green owas my fellow-lodger. Shortly afterwaru-, 
tunity of whiny in, when Iwas rejoiced at having an oppor- 
the subject a of the subject. Genera! Green referred to 
he asked for che y, and, after a very few words of explanation, 
wasanothen t 7 letters, and I placed them in his hands, ‘There 
ecenton ee error in the Globe, which Mr. F. said he would take 

‘tien the onl It was probable that it might be sup- 
nowiedge Boh Hobe, that this statement was made with the 

d ne Enowitts PZAKER. This was a mistake. The Spsakex 
Whether the ec . whatever of the statement being made. 
* propasine  n? from New York is right in considering 
Position no more a matter of bribery than the election of 


the Speaker by Whig v 

: y Whi ores, he would not pretend toe: ‘ 
eu s : { ay. ue 
® yect ee the House, and every man might draw his 


wie ha es observed that it was due to the gentleman 


ust made a statement, (Mr. Fisner,] that he should 
‘otrobora:e every word he had stated. The gentieman had 
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submitted the letter referred to, to him. He read it; and his re- 
collections assured him that there was not one word that the 
gentieman had stated tobe init but what was correct. When 
it was shown to him, he (Mr. If) had expressed po indignation 
or surprise, because he had heard that this was one ot che most 
corrupt bodies ou earth, and theretere, hearing a letter read 
coming from a member of such a body, said he was prepared 
tolexpect some corrupuon; but was not yet fully ipnoculate din 
the manner of conducting such affairs. The very bo dness of 
such a proposition drove the nund “from its propriety.’ [This 
Mr. Hotmes uttered in a satirical vein.) 

Mr. MITCHELL said he would undertake to say that, al- 
though all that the gentleman from North Carotina had said 
wisin the letter might be true, he had not stated one quarter 
of what was in it. Also, it seemed to him that the gentteman 
had confounded his (Mr, M’s) letter to Gen. Green with the 
Goneral’s letter to him, (Me. FP.) If Gen. Green offered to 
bribe Gales and Seaton, he (Mr. M_) did not offer to bribe either 
ofthem. There was no proffer of bribery in the case. He had 
merely suggested to General Green the basis of an agreement 
he might snake with Gales and Seaton. If any one looked 
upon it as a proffer of bribery, he had a very poor idea of what 
bribery was. He, however, expected to get a copy of the letter 
from Gen. Green; and, when he did so, he would lay it before 
the House, when every gentleman could judge of its purport 
for himself 

Mr. FISHER said, asingle word more. It will be recollected 
that I made no charge that the proposttion was a case of bribery; 
but I do say, if there was any thing like bribery ia it, it was not 
to be found in General Green, but in the letter of the gentleman 
from New York, (Mr. Mitcuets.) It was possible that he 
(Mr. Fisuer) hat! not s‘ated all that was in the letter, but T have 
s'ated distinctly what I reco!lected of it and what, I believe, was 
the most material parts. 

Mr. MITCHELL asked, did he not say, 1m the letter, that I 
did not wish Genera’ Green to come on here, and make any ar 
rangement that public opivion would not bear him outin? 

Mr. FISHER said, it was very possible it might be in the let 
ter; he did not distinctly recollect 11; but as the gentleman had 
said so, he prcsumed it was 

ORDER OF THTE DAY 

The Hous? resumed the consideration of the unfinished bu- 
siness, being the report of the committee on the rules, and the 
proposition of Mr. ‘Tompson, of South Carolina to amend the 
rules by the addition of the fol owing: 

“That upon the presentation of any memerial or petition, 
praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade in any 
District, Terriiory, or State of the Union, and upon the presen- 
tation of any resolution, or ocher paper touching th:tsubject, 
the reception of such memorial, petition, resolution, or paper, 
shall be considered as objected to, and the question of its re 
ception shal! be laid on the table, without debate, or further ac- 
tion thereon.” 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the House at great length, and with much force and 
ability, in explanation »f the views he took of the subject, and 
of the votes he should feel ithis duty to give. lis speech he 
sail was not intended fur bisconstituents, whom he prelerred 
addressing face to face, but to that House, and te the constitu- 
ents of the gentlemen who presented Abolition petitions. It 
wasto them headdressed himself, calling ou them to relieve 
this House aud the country from exciiementand agitation, which 
the presentation and discussion of these petitious lead to 
li was his wish to disembarrass this question of all party 
considerations. He desired to know what course the Congress 
of the United States would take with regard to a matter of 
such deep and vital interest, and he was content tosit with folded 
arms, resolving to make no motion whatever, until he saw what 
that course would be He regretted exceedingly that 
any proposition for the disposition of this subject had 
come from a member from the South, and par- 
ticularly regretted the proposition of his’ fricnd from 
South Carolina, (Mr. Tnompson.}] He wished the question set- 
tled under a proposition from acother quarter. Tf his advice 
could be taken, he would say to that gentleman, take back your 
resolution, and tet those who bring forward abolition petitions 
make such motions with regard to them as they think the House 
would sustain Ife wished the gentiemen here, who must sce 
the danger to the Union, as well as the injury to the slave- 
holding States that these petitions were causing, would address 
themselves at home to their constituentse—go to them in thetr 
towns, their fields, and their vi lages, and tell thenrthat they are 
tampering with the peace and happiness of the South; that they 
are endangering the Union, and that Congress has no right 
under the Constitution to meddle with this subject, and prevail 
on them to pauso in their thoughtless career. Mr. C. said that 
unless these petitions were put an end to in this or some other 
way by the House, the State of Georgia must act for herself, 
and resort to means within her power, to put an end to thern. 
The argument of Mr. C. is toe jong for even a synopsis in this 
evening’s paper, but will be given to our readers as soon as 
prepared. 

Mr. BIDDLE, after proceeding at some length in reply to 
Mr. Cooper, of Georgia, said, all that the Representatives from 
the North wished was, that the South would take out of the 
month of the Abolitionists the answer which they were afforded 
by the action of the House on their petinons- take that 
away, andthey of the North would put down Abolition. 
Take away the false isste made there, the difficulty which 
disarms them—remove that difficulty, and ali danger 
wuuld be at anend. In his remarks he had no anxiety 
to operate on the censtituency eitherin the North or the 
South, but with perfect simplicity of purpose, give his 
views as to the best course forthe House to pursue. He was 
thankful the House had pursued a course which permitted gen- 
tlemen to explain themselves and define their position, which 
the mere yeas and nays did not show. He felt that his position, 
fortunately, was one which ensbied him to approach this sub- 
ject with perfect freedom. He took the ground at home, in 
reply to Abolitioniats, that it was inexpedicnt to grant the 
prayer of the petitions, and vunwarrantable for them 
to interfere in the questions at ail. For his part, 
though he had been represented as an Abolitionist, he 
would no sooner abolish slavery at the South, than he would 
vote ‘o re-evablish elavery in Pitladelphia; he was not even 
disdosed to take it up as a question of power, vested in that 
body. At home, during the canvass, he had challenged his 
competitor to express his opinions on this subject; but he ob- 
serve: perfect silence on the great question involving the peace 
of the coun‘ry; he could not be drawn forth. It was antici- 
pated that he could be defeated by that gentleman, because of 
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his stlence on that subject, and the bold stand that he (Mr. 
Bippie) had taken in defenee of the rights of the States un- 
der the Constitution, 

Mr. B. said he had eome there with great dislike to the 
course of the peutioners; and akhough impressed wih such 
feelings, he had, from the couree of that House, and the denun- 
ciatious which gentlemen heaped upon them, almost at umes 
Wished himseli a rank Abolitionist, that he might reply to such 
denunciations in the spirit ofone. The whole object of these 
petilioners, he said, was confi, ed to the abolition of slavery im 
the Disirict of Colurgina; and whe question was whether their 
petiious made areasouibe request. Mr. Van Buren, he said, 
had taken the ground himsell that Congress had the right to le 
gislite as much on her for the District, 
and to the same extent that the States of Marviand and Vir 
ginia had previous to the cession, The South, too, had elected 
him in the face of these opimions, and consequently raufied 
them, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL here interrupted Mr. Bivoxs, by asking 
him if Mr. Van Buren did not also say that, vowwnhstanding 
this power existed, he conenlercd the cxereimse of i 
so dangerous to the stability of the Unien— so Inexpedient—that 
he would vetoany biilthat should be passed by Congiess tor 
such purpose. 

Mr. KIDDLE replied, did not every gentleman on that fleor 
who presen ed Abolition pemuons say the sime thing; but the 
question was as to the sincerity of the profession, 

If twas a question of expediency metely, with whom did 
the power rest to decide it? Certainty with Congress—the sub. 
ject was at the mercy of Congress, and consequently at the 
mercy of public opinion—not of one State, but ef the whole 
United States; an! hence it was of the utmost importance that 
they shou!d not disregard it. Hi the object of the peutioners 
was 2 matter within the scope of legistat ve action, why could 
they pretend to treat those petitioners diflerendy from other 
citizens who petition on any other subject It we treat 
therm differently merely because we entertain a theory of expe- 
dency, What was there te prevent them from treating petitions 
ov any other subjectin t e same way? The pre-emption law 
might become transiently obnoxious—petitions might be sént in 
upon that sulject, and they could, with equal propricty, spurn 
them from the halls of Congress, as peduons upon the subject 
of slavery. 

This wasa matter which public opinion at last must deci’e,and 
he thought the course of thatflouee was the maddest that could be 
adopted to allay the excitement upon this question, and to gata 
a correct public opinion. By the course pursued by Congress, 
the Abolitionists have been sent forth to the country as aposties 
of a great principle ; but on the other hand, i you receive these 
petitions, you would plu&e in the hands of the Representatives 
from the North a banner most precious to a free people un- 
der which to do battle. If gentlemen would go inte the harvest 
field at the North they weuld not find thes, petitioners a dis- 
honest, ignorant people. If they be told, as they lave been tolu! 
that the prayers of the petitioners caunot be granted without en- 
dangering Wie Union, and was mexpedient,they would re piy, why 
has not Congress told us so—why has it not pointed out to us 
the unreasonableness of our requests. li was an honest feel- 
ing with there petitioners; but they look upon the course of 
Congress as an act of despotism; there is something wrong, they 
think, 1a dedving the question. Mr. B. said, you give cunency 
and triumpl ts these petitioners when you treat them es af 
there was something which could not be exposed tothe light of 
open day. Lf this be asubject which it Is believed tnexpedient 
to legislate upon, he thought it proper for Congress to make 
such a report to them as would enlighten them, and thus 
putan end to the agiiation of the question forever 

Mr. WATTERLSON was opposed to the reception of Aboliion 
petitions in any form whatever. He would neither receive 
them, read them, nor refer them toa committee. Tle did not 
consider the meht of petition at all invaded by refusing to 
receive them, because the Abolhuonisis petitvoned about 
a matter which did concern them—they having no giiev- 
ances Ww redre: and a matter about which Congress 
had no power to legislate. He hoped the Repieseniatives 
from the slave holding States would stand firm, and not yield an 
inch, for they must be well aware thatthe rankest of the Aho 
litionists only expected to accomplish their objects by degrees, 
Let them first establish the sight to bave their petitions re- 
ceived and read, and the nextthing they would do, would be to 
preecribe the mode of aciion on them Mr. W. replied to the 
remarks of Mr. Monnog and Mr. Grancer the other day 
with regard to the right of petition, and noticed the remark 
that the battle of Abohuonism must be fought at the 
North. Mr. W. showed the convection at this me existing 
between the Abolitionists and the Whig parties, aud asked if it 
was fighting the battles of the Souththatthe Whigs had elected 
athorouch going Abolitionist as Governor of New York. He 
asked if it was fighting the battles of the South when the Whigs 
at the Harrisburg Convention nominated for the Presidency a 
geitieman (Gen. Harrison) who was tn favor of appropriating 
the surplus revenue to the purposes of emancipation. Mr. 
W. referred to the regolutiens of Mr. ATHERTON Of last session, 
which were introduced for the purpose of preventing the evils 
growing outof the presen'ation of Abolition petitions, and said 
that of the 52 votes that were given agaist 1 48 of them were 
Whigs. Mr. W's remarks will be given herealter. 

Mr. STANLY replied at gieat length to the remarks of Mr. 
Warterson, of Tennessee. He reviewed the cuurse of the 
two great contending parties at previous eeseions of Congress 
upon the subject of Abolition petitions, and explained tus pre- 
vious votes upen the propositions introduced, with reference 
to the disposition of thera, and Cisclaimed any connecuon with 
Abulition. He thought the question itself, and the votes of 
members on that flooron the question, had been vecd to effect 
party purposes. We then read the written cpinions of some of 
the friendsof the Administration on that floor expressed at 
home, and published in the newepapers of the day, for the pur- 
pose of identifying them with the cause of Abolition, which 
drew from them disclaimere. He particularly referred to a 
publication of Mr. Parmenter, of Massachueetty, which he 
theught committed him to that cane. 

Mr. PARMENTER did not know ifhe understood precisely 
what the gentleman from North Carolira meant by an Aboli- 
tionist I shou'd like to hearhim refer to any remark or writ- 
ing of mine on tha’ subject, or toany vote I have given, othes 
than for the reference !o a commitice. 

Mr. STANLY said he should like to know what the centle- 
main himself considered an Abolitionist, and read a letter writ- 
ten by Mr. ParMeNTER, in which he gave his opinions on the 
teubject of abolition. 
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Mr. PARMENTER said that, in the State of Massachusetts, 
it was essential to the quality of an Abolitionist that he should 
wish Congress immediately to adopt measures to abolish 
siavery in the District of Columbia and the Territories, without 
any regard tothe consequences. It wastrue that he, in com- 
mun witha very large portion of the people of Massachusetts, 
believed siavery to be a very great evil; and would be glad if 
it could be abolished without disturbing the peace and harmony 
of the Union, or violating the rights ef others. Mr. P. added 
that the letter read by the gentleman from North Carolina, was 
not considered to be in accordance with the views of the Abo- 
litionists, and accordingly they all voted in a body against him. 

Mr. STANLY went on with his remarks, and spoke of a 
number Of distinguished members of the Vermocratic party 
whom he stigmatized as Abolitionists. Mr. 8S. read some ex 
tracts from an address of Mr. Morton, whose recent election as 
Govornor of Massachusetts, the Democratic party hailed asa 
triumph, to show that he a!so was an Abolitionist 

Mc. PARMENTER wished to make one remark in relation to 
Mr. Morton, the Governor elect of Massachusetts. ‘The gentle- 
man had read some extracts where Gov. Morton spoke his sen- 
timents very strongly against elavery But the gentleman 
didi not draw the distinction between anti-slavery and 
Abolitionism. The one was a mere matter of beiiet, while the 
other was an intention tocarry its objects into eflect without any 
regard to the consequences. He would make another remark. 
The Abolition paper printed at Boston opposed the electivn of 
Governor Morton, and recommended it to the Abolitionists to 
support another candidate. Mr. I’. wished the geutleman would 
define his ideas of Aboliuion more distinctly. 

Mr. STANLY said he wished the gentleman would define his. 

Mr. PARMENTER said he would define what he considered 
to be the views of ao Abolitionist. It wasa desire that Congress 
should abolish slavery in this District, and in the Territories, 
without regard to the rights of others, the peace and tranquillity 
ofa large portion of the country, and the safety of the Union. 

After some further remarks from Mc. STANLY, in which he 
was two or three times corrected by Mr. WELLER, 

Mr. BOTTS obtained the floor, and explained his vote a few 
days ago on questions connected with this subject. He was un- 
derstood to be opposed to the course the House had heretofore 
pursued on this subject, and the plan proposed to be pursued by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. THompson.]) He 
thought the petitions ought to be treated with some respect— 
that they ought to be received. He believed that the excitement 
on this question had been kept alive for political purposes; 
aad that the course of gentlemen on that floor had connected 
the subject of Abolition with the right of petation; and thereby 
advanced the prospects of the Aboliuonists. It was asubject 
upon which, as a Southern man, he did not intend to become 
excited. He would look upon it with composure, until his con- 
stitutional rights of property should be attempted to be violated, 
and then he would defend itto the utmost ot his abilities. At 
the present aspect of the question, he thought Southern gentlemen 
should pursue a more liberal course thas termerly;and he should 
not feel at liberty to break off froin them if they wished to pur- 
sue sucha course. He thought it only wanted a proper vote 
of that House to crush Abolitionism forever. As much as had 
heen said by gentlemen of the infection of that body wath its 
principles, he did not believe that there were twenty in both 
parties, but thought there were as many on one side asthe 
other. ll there were more, he desired to know u, both for him- 
self and his constituents; and it was for thatreason he wanted 
such a vote by the House as would indicate it. 

At the suggestion of Mr. HOFFMAN, previously made, 

Mr. BCTTS moved that the rules, as amended, be adopted 
for one week from that day; which motion v as agree’? to; when 

On motion of Mr. COLQUITT, 

The House then adjourned 


Iw SENATE, 
Fripay, January !7, 1810. 

Mr. CUTHBERT appeared in his seat to-day. 

Mr. WRIGEIT presented three petitions, signed by a num- 
ber of citizens of the State of New York, severally praying the 
establishment of a portof entry and collection district at Cold- 
spring, on Long Island, in said State; which were referred to 
ihe Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PIERCE pre: enied the petition of Luke Woodbury and 
others, praying the establishment of a mail route; which was 
referred to the Comrnittee ov the Post O™ce and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, ordered, that the 
Commitiee on the Public Lands be discharged from the further 
consideration of the resolution passed by the Legislative As- 
sembly of the Territory of lowa, in favor of the survey of the 
linda in that Territory, (o which the Indian title has been ex- 
tinguished, and that they be referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance, 

Mr. KING submitted additional documents in relation to the 
petition of Jubal B. Hancock; which were referre. to the Com- 
nitttee on Indian A fairs. 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice that to-morrow he would ask leave 
to introduce a bill for the protection of emigrant and other Ia- 
dians west of Arkansas 

Mr. SPRANGE, from the Committee on Patents, to which 
had been referred the petitions and memorials of Stephen 
McCormic, F. A. Chevalier De Geersion, and Chauncey Hail, 
severally asked to be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was aerced to 

Mr. 8, also, froin the same committee, to which had been 
referrec, 

A bill for the relief of Charles M. Feller and Henry Fwne, 
and 

A bill for the relief of Hazard Knowles; reported the same 
without amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on Claims, to which 
had been referred the petition of James Williams, reporteda 
bill for his relief; which was read, end ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. CLAY’, of Alabama, from the Committee on the Public 
Lands, to which the subfect was referred, reported a bill to au- 
thorize registers end receivers to administer oaths required to 
be taken by purchasers of public land; which was read, and 
ordered toa seconc reciting 

Mr. C. also, in purstance of notice, asred and obtained leave 
to introduce the following bills 

A bill for the relief ot certain settlers on the public lands, who 
were deprived of the Denefits of the pre-emption act of 19h 
June, 18354; and 

A bill forthe relief of Button Stephens; 
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Which were severaliy reed twice, and referred to the Com 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

THE MAINE BOUNDARY. 

On motion of Mr. BUCHANAN, in accordance with his 
promise on yesterday, the Senate took up the resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. WiitraMs, calling on the President of the 
United States for the correspondence, not already communi- 
cated, with the British Government, on the subject of the Maine 
Boundary, and with the British Minister and the Governor of 
Maine relative to the invasion of the State of Maine, and the 
exercise of jurisdiction in the disputed territory. ; 

The question being on the following additional resolution, of 
fered by Mr. Rucecies: 

Resolved furtner, That the President be requested to com- 
municate to the Senate, sofar as may not be incompatible with 
the public interest, whether any, aod, if any, what measures 
have been taken, under the act of Congress of March, 1839, or 
otherwise, to cause the removal or expulsion of the British troops 
which have taken possession of a portion of the territory of 
Maine claimed by Great Briain; and especially whether, since 
the last session of Congress, any military posts have been esta- 
blished in Maine, orany other military measures adop‘ed, pre- 
paratory to a just vindication of the honor and rights of the na- 
tionand of Maine, as connected with the persevering claim 
made by Great Britain to a portion of the territory of that Siate. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he scarcely knew what to say on the 
subject of thisresolution. It would seem to contain an implied 
censure upon the President, which, in his humble opinion, was 
wholly unfounded. In regard to the course pursued by that 
distinguished officer in this very important and delicate matter, 
there was butone sentiment in his country, and all political 
parties had evineed their approbation of it. But the resolution 
of the Senator (Mr. RveGies] called upon him to communicate 
to the Senate whether any and what weasuces have been taken 
under theact of March, 1539, or otherwise, to expel the British 
troops {rom the disputed territory; and whether, since the last 
session, any military posts have been es‘ablished in Maine pre- 

aratory to a just vindication of the nation’s honor. Now, (said 
Mr. B.) every Senator knows perfectly well the only answer 


which the President can give to these interrogatories. Indeed, 
this answer has been substantially given in advance. In his 


annual message, dated on the second December last, he has in- 
formed us that he had not touched a dollar of the $10,000,000 
confided to him by the act of March, 1839; and he then surren- 
dered up the trust which had been confided to him by Con- 
gress. And why did he pursue this course? Simply be- 
cause the contingency had not happened upon which he 
could have applied this money. There had heen no inva- 
sion of Our territory, or any Imminent danger of such an 
invasion. There had beeu no attempt on the part of 
Great Britain to enforce by arms her claim to exclusive juris- 
diction over the disputed territory. So far from it, that aso- 
lemn agreement had been entered into with the British authori- 
ties for the express purpose of preventing any such attempt 
from being made by either nation. It was not until about the 
first of January that the President could possibly have heard 
that two companies of British teoops had been st ‘tioned at the 
Temiscouata lake, because the letter of Governor Fairfield, com- 
municating this information, was not dated until the 23d of De- 
cemter. And yet the Senate are gravely called upon to adopt 
a resolution, axking the President whether he has taken any 
measures, under the act of March, 1839, toexpel these troops— 
in the very face of his message of the 2d December last, declar- 
ing that he had not found it necessary to use any of the powers 
conferred upon him by thisact. Nay, more. If the Presid nt 
had established military posts inthe disputed territory, his con- 
duct would have been justly censurable, and would have afford- 
ed to the British Governmentthe same cause of ofience as they 
have a‘forded to us, unless it should be sati-factorily explained, 
in recently stationing troops at the Temiscouata lake. The Fre- 
sident’s answer to these inquiries, we all know, must bein the 
negative; and it would, therefore, seem thatthe object wasto 
cast animplied though a very unjust censure upon him for hav- 
ing done nothing. 

Mr. B. said he did not know what course the President had 
pursued since the receiptof Governor Fairfield’s letter. Lie 
presumed, however, that, asa matter of course, he had pro- 
tested against this military occupation of the disputed territory 
by the British authorities as a violation of the subsisting agree- 
mentand of the rights of Maine, and had asked an explanation 
from the British Minister. Before he atterepted to expel these 
troops by force, he must call upon Congress to furnish him the 
means. Indeed, weas yet know nothing of the particular cir- 
cumstances attending this military occupation, except whatis 
contained in the letter of Governor Fairfield; he should, there 
fore, be glad if the Senator from Maine would withdraw his re- 
solution; but, ifhe did not, Mr. B. would not object to its pas- 
sage. All the information which it was in the President’s 
power to communicate would be elicited, if it could at this 
time be properly communicated by the two resolutions of the 
Senator’s colleague, [Mr. Witwrazcs.] 

Mr. B. said that, on the question of the Northeastern bounda- 
ry, the conduct of the President had hitherto been so fortunate 
as to satisfy even his political opponents. It had combined pru- 
dence with firmness, and had received the approbation of al- 
mostevery ref.ecting man in the country. The negotiation on 
this important question was, ifhe might be permiited to use 
the expression, now atits very crisis; and the President had 
deemed it inexnedient to communicate to Congress any of the 
correspondence which had taken place between the two Go- 
vernments since the close of the last session, doubtless because 
he deemed that it might have an injurious effect upon the ne- 
gotiation. Judging by the past, (said Mr. B.) surely we ought 
to have sufficient confidence in the President to wait for a shert 
period, and not be calling upon him for communications which 
may be injurious to the public interest, and which, if so, ought 
to be withheld. The final result of the negotiation will proba- 
bly soon be known; and will then, as a matter of coutse, be 
submitted to Congress, with all the correspondence. 

Allow me, said Mr. B. to make one general remark before I 

take myseat, Iam very apprehensive that we may have seri- 
ous difficulties with the British authorities before the close of 
this conttoversy. My earnest desire is, therefore, that our pro- 
ceedings may be marked with such justice, moderation, and 
*cimnes? as to justify usin the eyesof all mankind. A contest 
must be avoided, if this be possible consistently with national 
hoaor: and then, if it should be forced upou us, we shall bea 
uni 4 ; sople. 

He made these remarks without any knowledge upon tho 
subject other than that in the possession of every Senator. 

Mr. RUGGLES eatd he concurred fully in the resolutions of 


his colleague, asking for copies of cor n 
amendment went further, aan asked — » BurMr R 
been done—not merely what had been said, but what I 
done by the President; and Mr. R. would be glad to { a 
had been done under the act of 1839, or by any other ae ‘ 
He had not been aware that his amendment could be euthionuy 
into any disrespect or censure of the President: certainly nr! 
notintended. It was a simple inquiry; and if the Pres i Ut Wag 
not done what he ought, Mr. R. would leave that = 
decided by the State which he represented. Mr. R tO by 
lieved that the President might have done something : 
second of Deeember, undet some authority, which ee be 
yet made known, and which it was worth while to ke bad 
at least might have taken some precautionary measures , 
at least, as making surveys, for it was to be presumed ther 
President had his eye on what was known to the Public 
cially as he could not but have apprehended the risk ora 
culty aswell as the Senator from Pennsylvania and he 
himeelf. rR 
They had learned from the President himself, t 
sioners had been appointed to make a survey of the eny,, 
and report, not to this, but to the British Government ee 
what had that commission done? They had gone uy, i} And 
John’s river, crossing the line on their way to the oh 


the head waters of the St. John’s, which were contiguous 


! 
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those of the Aroostook; and they had then gone down 
Aroostook, and had entirely avoided that section of ae 
which was designated by the treaty of 1783, and wher e 


highlands were to be found as pointed out bythe treaty, 4 

now Mr. R. would ask the Senator from Pennsylvania if \ 
believed for a moment that all this was for the purpose of - 
certaining the facts in regard to the treaty? It had, on the = 
trary, been apprehended that thus, under cover of the hn 
it was for the purpose of seeking out military posts, ms 
not of finding those marks and monuments which the trea, 
designated. This suspicion might be unfounded ; by tL 
apprehension itself whieh the Senator from Peunsylva, ne 
had expressed, seemed to warrant this inference of the peo > 
of Maine in reference to this survey. They had ourvered 
the rivers, and not the highlands; and this weut to warrany je 
inference that the object of the survey was to get inforsnation 
for the Government of Britain that might be useful to then, jp 
case of the event which the Senator apprehended. And if such 
was their object, was it not proper to ask the President Whiether 

he had taken any precautionary measures, at least so far ag jp 

make a similar examination, especially as there was not g 

question in Congress or the country as to the right of Maine 19 

the territory in dispute. 

Mr. R. said further, that there had been a palpable and ad. 
mitted violation of the arrangement entered into by the media. 
tion of General Scott, of which the President could no: py: 
have been aware; and, in respect to caution, there had been 
abundance of that. The British Government had been cay. 
tious enough never to have a minister here with power to ad. 
just the controversy; here, aud here only, where the adjustment 
ought to have been made. They had now been cautious 
enough to send on this singularly conducted commission ove of 
the ablest engineers of England, asif for the very purpose of a 
military survey. Mr. R. hoped, therefore, the amendmen 
would be adopted. 

Mr. ALLEN admitted the delicacy of this matter; but, delicate 
as it was, Congress, the Executive, and the whole American peo: 
ple were united as oue man on the merits of this great question, 
and in according the right over the disputed territory to the 
State of Maine. Mr. A. ardently desired that this unanimity 
might be disturbed by nothing even doubtful or ambiguous; 
and if this resolution were doubtful in its character, he thought 
it ought to be so modified as to remove all ambiguity. 

Mr. BUCHANAN said he would cautiously avoid, on this 
casion, any debate on the general subject. His opinions were sufl- 
ciently weil known to render this unnecessary. There were three 
resolutions before the Senate for consideration; two of them, 
which he thoughtentirely proper, called on the President for al! 
the correspondence between the British Minister and the Go- 
vernor of Maine, the British Government and our own Goveri- 
ment, on the subject of the Nertheastern boundary, which have 
not heretofore been communicated, provided its publication 
may net be deemed incompatible with the public interest. We 
have just heard, almost this instant, that British troops have 
occupied a portion of the disputed territory. The Senator 
from Maine, [Mr. Wiiz1aMs,] ever true to his trust, offersa re 
solution, calling upon the President for all the information In 
his possession, the publication of which he might not deem im 
proper. All this was very proper; but what did the resulution 
of the other Senator [Mr. RuccLes] propose? Why, that 
[reads the resolution.]} 7 

Now, sit, what is the character of this resolution? And, 
mark me, sir, I do not oppose its passage, but I will make a 
single remark. Suppose the President had established military 
posts in the disputed territory, as this resolution intimaies he 
ought to have done, would it not have been a direct violation 
of the agreement concluded between General Scott and Sir Juha 
Harvey ? Had the President acted in this manner, he would 
have violated the spirit, as the British, if our late information 
should prove te be correct, had done both the letter and spirit ol 
this agreement. The agreement had procured us peace on the 
border, and, in my opinion, should not have been light! dis- 
turbed. The President is asked what he has done under the act 
of March, 1839, when the President has expressly informed us 
that he has done nothing, because the eens contemplat: 
ed in that act had not occurred at the date of his message. Q 
negotiation was then proceeding amicably, as the President ba 
informed us, and he hoped it might progress in the same sp 
until it reached a peaceful termination. ; 

Mr. CLAY, of Kentucky, said it always gave him great ples 
sureto concur, when he could,in the views of the chairman 
ofthe Committee on Foreign Relations. But he must now di et 
from him so far as to think that there was not the slightest 10 
putation on the President in this resolution; and the Senator 
Staantfoneniad to admit as much when he said he should -” 
no objection to its adoption. And further, the mover «* e 
resolution had himself declared that he had no purpose ¥i*" 
everofcensure. That Senator was deeply interested in Wis 
matter, and waseven laudably desirous to know all that 7 
be known about it consistent with the public interest. A® “4 
what had we come, if the President was to be asked no que" 
tion in regaid to his official duties? And was there nothing 
be allowed to a State whose rights had been so long with® 
Sir, (said Mr. C.) while we guardthe President, let oe ie 
insensibleto the feelings and just rights of a member © aan 
Confederacy. On this subject he saw no occasion to ¢é 
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Mw reuCH ANAN said that he feltso much confidence in the 
arta ability to construe the meaning of language correctly, 
. nuch pleased with the approbation he had expressed 
Sn jent’s conduct in regard to the Maine boundary 
roversy, that he was willing to forego his own opinion of 
Mi vacier of this resolution. Jt was true that this approba- 
- ond been accompanied by a protestation that the President 
. = fficeatly censuiable on other questions. As to the Sena- 
c's "Goll knows,” ccc. when he brings forward his bill of par- 
‘eylaré, Mr. B. trusted that the friends of the President would 
able to defend him triumphanuy. At present Mr. B. was 
“otent with the admission in favor of the President's conduct 
ecting the Maine controversy, and he would now vote with 
yore cheerfulness lor the resolution. 
Mr. DAVIS said he had listened yesterday and to-day to the 
joa that this resolucion implied censure on the President; but it 
xj never entered his mind at all; and as to adopting the reso- 
ation, or an equivatent, there could be no doubt. The senti- 
nent throughout Congress and the country was unanimous in 
yor of the right of Maime; and what the President in his late 
essae had said was, we all felt deeply to be true, that the 
ontroversy had couiinued too long. It was full time for it to 
proughtto aclose. And who knew what mightbe the pre 
at sate of facts? At the last session, such was the excitement 
the public mind, that when the British were about to take 
oasession of this territory, there was great indignation mani- 
sed here and generally. Maine thought it her duty to repel 
atinvasion. And how was the difficulty adjusted? By the 
ediation of General Scott, sent by this Government, between 
aineand New Brunswick. There was now Intelligence, very 
nearly official, that the territory Was in the occupation of 
Brush oops, to remain there through the winter; and there 
as even an admission by the Governor of New Brunswick 
at the agreement then entered into had been violated. And 
hat was theexplanation of the Governor? That ithad been 
ne, not by his authority, but by one still higher, viz: that of 
e Governor General of Canala. Mr. D. thought there was 
very reason to be on thealert on this subject, and though he 
yuld violate no delicacy, he would not, on the other hand, for- 
sat,tiil forbearance might well and justly be construed into tame 
omission. Very near, if not quite, to this point we had al- 
ay gone, and he thought there was danger thatthe British Go- 
ernment might so construe it, and act accordingly. Mr. D. 
herefore insisted that this resolution, or something like it, 
pught (0 pass. . ; 
Mr. WILLIAMS said when he offered his resolution, he sup- 
wed it would bring all the correspondence, which the ameid- 
‘nent proposed calling for, and he saw no obection to the resolu- 
Htivo, and hoped it would be adopted. 
' Mr. ALLEN said he wasentirely satisfied with the disclaim- 
Pera of the mover, and ether gentlemen of the Opposition, of any 
Pin'ended censure. With these disclaimers, he had no objection 
‘to the passage of the resolution. 
‘he resolutions were then adopted. 


ARMED OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military Affairs, to 
hich had been referred the bill for the armed occupation and 
ulement of that part of Fiorida overrun and infested bymaraud- 
wz bands of hostile Indians, reported the same with an amend- 
ment, the purport of which was to render the settlers under the 
provistons of the bill amenable to the laws of the Territory. 
ye amendment was agreed to, and the bill was ordered to be 
sev crossed for a third reading. 

Oa motion by Mr. MERRICK, the memorial and payers of 
in Kurtz, owner of the ship Allegany, were referred toa 
ect committee, 


THE INDEPENDENT TREASURY BILL 

Was then taken up and,atier being discussed by Messrs. 
ENDERSON, WRIGHT, DAVIS, BUCHANAN,WALKER, 
od YOUNG, and tre adoption of some unimportant amend- 
ents, was ordered to be engrossed ior a third reading by the 
lowing vote; 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brewn, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
‘ay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, 
iu, Luunpkin, Mouton, Norvell, Pierce, Roane, Sevier, Smith 
Cen Strange, Tappan, Walker, Williams, and 

rgeht—24 

NAYS—Mesers. Batts, Clay of Kentucky, Crittenden, Davis, 
):xon, Henderson, Knight, Merrick, Nicholas, Phelps, Pren- 
18s na Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, White, and 
oung— 1d. 
The Senate then adjourned until Monday next. 


j the Presi 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, January 17, 1840. 
Mc. MITCHELL asked the permission of the House to lay 
lore ithe letter to General Green, which had been referred 
0 on yesterday. He had, since his remarks at that time, re- 
ived a copy, which he read to the House, as follows : 
Wasarncron, December 18, 1839. 

Dear Generac: As weshall, ip a few days, electa Printer to 
he House for the Twenty-sixth Congress, it has occurred to 
me and other of my political friends, that such an arrangement 
ould be made with you as would justify theentire Whig party 
Supporting you for that oifice. We neither expect or ask 
Uo Sacrifice a single principle which you profess, nor to do 
¥ act not justifiable to your conscience and to the world. 
| am satistied that Gales and Seaton cannot be elected: and 
ay if the contest has to come to a strife between them and 
pialr, the latter, in my opinion, will succeed. 

Now, what had passed through my mind, was simply this: 
Hat you should, inthe event ef your election, offer Gales and 
dion to shave equally with them, respectively, the profits of 
‘office, after allowing them a fair compensation out, for their 
personal services: th *y to do all the work at their office, and 
ou to be elected to the station. 
Ihe profits cannot be less for the who'e Congress than 
000; this would give you $10,000, you having no 
ouble or responsibili y whatever. Now I suggest this on my 
wii responsibilty, but nevertheless, 1 hazard nothing im the 
“njecture, that it you are here and put i, the thing can be 
sanaged adroiuly enough to ensure success. I havea 

— to defeat Biair, and would be glad to do 80 ina way to 
“3 YOu personally. Write me by the receipt of this, and if 





































































CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


you can, be in this city at the earliest possible moment. 1 di- 
rect this to Baltimore, and also, in duplicate, to Cumberland 
Tiuly, in haste, 
Your obedient servant and frien , 
CHAS. F. MITCHELL. 

Gen. Green, Baltimore. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the House can judge whether there is 
any thing in this letter to justify the charge of an attempt at 
bribery by me. Ltissimply a proposition for Gen. Green to 
become a candidate for public printer, and he to receive a pro- 
portion of the profits arising therefrom. He made no proposi- 
Hon to any party—to Green’s personal friends, or to any one 
else. The suggestions were made by me merely as an induce- 
ment for him to become a candidate. 

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Fisuer,] in stating 
the contents of the letier, to the hest of his recollection, com- 
menced by saying “that it is pretty well ascertained that Gales 
and Seaton could not be elected, and that the writer’s aversion 
to Blair was sogreat, that he wished General Green to come on 
and be a candidate, b ‘lieving that if he could get atew of his 
friends to vote for him, he could be elected; that the printing 
would be worth about $30,000, and as General Green probably 
had notthe means of executing it, he could make an arrange- 
ment wih Gales and Seaton todo it for him—he retaining 
$10,000, without any risk o1 responsibility whatever, and Gales 
and Seaton receiving the remainmeg $20,000 for doing the work 
and incurring the trouble and responsibility.’ Now, it was 
rather remarkable that that gentleman should remember what 
the letter did not contain, when he was stating that which it 
did contain. He did not state that I “did not wish General 
Green todo any thing not justifiable to his conscience and to the 
world.”’ He thoughithe gentleman hadja very peculiar memory, 
but he would, however, leave that to be settled by his own cun- 
science. ; 

The gentleman from South Carolina [Mr. Hortmes] shrank 
from it, and was so astounded, that he could not sufficiently 
express his holy horror of the letter. That gendeman spoke of 
the propositions madeto him. He had made nu proposition to 
him. He had but written the single letter to General Green and 
none others. If there were other letters he thought they should 
be produced. . 

Mr. M. here made some remarks in defence of General Green, 
who, he said, had not acted in any way dishonorable in the 
tragsaction, and then read the following letter from that gen- 
tleman: 

» Dear sir: Thand you a copy of your letter.I cannot with- 
hold my surprise at the use that was made of it; but I cannot 
believe that Mr. Frisner or Mr. Hunrer have authorized the 
language in the Globe. [will give thatattention to this matter 
which it requires at my hands. Your friend, 

DUFF GREEN.” 

The Speaker, he said, had already disclaimed having autho- 
rized the tanguage which characterized this letter as a case of 
bribery, in the statement published in the Globe. The gentie- 
man from North Carolina a!so, in acknowledging that he gave 
permission to the editor of tie Globe to publish the statement, 
disclaimed having stated to that editor, that either he or the 
SPEAKER had so characterized it as a case of “bribery,” but that 
it was a third person, a gentleman not of this House. He cared 
not from what quarter that charge came, he pronounced it a 
falsehood, and he demanded that the author should be pro- 
duced. 

Mr. FISHER, who was absent at the time Mr. 
made his expl«nation, came in at a subsequent part of the pro- 
ceedings, an}, by permission, made the following remarks : 

Mr. F. observed that since reaching his seat this morning, 
he had been informed that the geutleman from New York [Mr. 
MrrcuHey] had, in his abeence, made some additional remarks 
on the subject of his letter to General Green, and had intro- 
duced a copy ofthat letter. He had only to remark, that this 
was all proper enough, though it would have been as well 
if the original itself had been introduced. In the course of 
the gentleman’s remarks, he understood that he had in- 
dulged himself in some reflections on his (Mr. F’s) course, 
which he could not, at this time, take any notice of, fur 
the reason that he had not heard them. He was absent 
in discharging the duties of the committee to which he be- 
longed—the Committee of Elections. His object, Mr. P. said 
in now asking the attention of the House, was, that the fact of 
his absence might be known, and go forth with the remarks 
of the gentleman; and to say that to-mo row, when the geutle- 
man’s remarks would be published, he would then be able to 
judge whether they were of a character to require his notice. 
If they should prove to be such, he would notice them; but if 
not, he would let them pass for what they might be worth. 
While up he would make another remark. The gentleman had 
alluded to the remarks of his friend from South Carolina, {Mr. 
Hotmgs,] and he would therefore take the occasion to say that 
that gentleman was also absent. 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Commitice of Ways and 
Means, by general consent, reported from that committee the 
following bills: 

A bill making appropriations for the support of Revolution- 
ary and other pensioners for the year 1840 ; 

Also, a bill making appropriations for the current and con- 
tingent expenses of the Indian Department, and for the fulfil- 
ment of the various treaty stipulations with the Indian tribes 
for the year 1840; 

Which bills were twice read, and, on the motion of Mr 
JONES, referred to the Commitiee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr JONES also laid before the House a document from the 
Indian Depariment, giving a detailed statement of the estimates 
made by the Indian Depattment, to accompany the bill abeve 
reported; which was ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER then announced the order of the day tobe 
on the motion io reconsider the vote laying onthe talle the 
following resolution of Bir. Conesas an amendment to the 
ruics. 

“All petitions, memoria’s, and papers touching the edolition 
ofslavery, or the buying, soiling, or transferring of slaves in 
any State, District, or Territory of ihe United Siates, shall, up- 
on their presentation, be laid on the table, without veing de- 
bated, printed, read, or reserved, an:i no further action Whatever 
shall be had thereon.” 

Mr. GRAVES then moved acali of the House, which was 
agreed to, and the roll having been called overs, 199 meinbers 
answered tu their names; and after the absentees had been 
called, some of whom coming in answered to their names, 

Mr. HOPKINS moved that further proceedings under the 
Cali be dispensed with, 
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Mr. COLQUITT then submitted to the Chair that he having, 
Out of courtesy, yesterday yielded the floor to the geotleman 
from Kentucky, to enable him to make his motion, ought not 
to be debarred the privilege of expressing his views on the sub. 
j-ct belore the House; and 

The SPEAKER having decided that the motion for reconsi- 


deration had precedence, 


Mr. COLQUITT appealed from that decision. 

Mr. BLAUK asked if it would bein order for him to move to 
lay the motion for reconsideration on the table. 

The SPEAKER rephed that it would be in order for the gen- 
Ueman to make such a motion, provided he could get the floor. 

Mr. GRAVES said it was not his purpose to prevent gente- 
men from expressing their views on this subject, and he would 
therefore move to postpone the further consideration of the 
subject until three o'clock, and make it the special order for 

hat heur. 

Mr. COLQUITT having withdrawn his appeal to make 
way tor Mc. GRAVEs’s mouon, 

Alter some further remarks from Messrs. GRAVES, 
EVANS, and WILLIAMS of Kentucky, the last named gentle- 
man renewed the appeal. 

A debate on the appeal then ensued, in which Messrs. WIL 
LIAMS of Kentucky, EVERETT, CUSHING, WADDY 
THOMPSON, GRAVES, and LINCOLN, took part. 

Mr. CRAIG called f .rthe previous question, which, being 
seconded by the House, the main question was put, and the de- 
cision of the Cara was sustained—yeas 123, nays 72. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST moved to lay the question of reconside. 
ratien on the table; but withdrew the mouon, when 

Mr. GRAVES moved to postpone it, and make it the order of 
the day for to-morrow, at twelve c’clock; and after some fur- 
ther remarks from Messrs. BELL, GRAVES, TILLINGHAST, 
and WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, 

Mr. TILLINGHAST renewed his motion. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered; when 

Mr. GRAVES said, to relieve the {ffouse from embarrass- 
ment, and permit the discussiva to go on, he would withdraw his 
motion for reconsideration. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of South Carolina, and Mr. VAVDER- 
POEL submitted to the Cuai whether, the House having di- 
vided on the question, it was competent for the gendeman from 
Kentucky to withdraw his motion 

The SPEAKER was of opision that the gentleman hada 
right to withdraw his motion 

Mr. COLQUITT, who was entitled to the floor, then ad 
dressed the House in an exceedingly eloquent speech ‘of great 
length, in eppesition to the recepuon of Abolition petitions, 
which will be laid before our readers as soon as written out. 

Mr. SLADE then obtained the floor, and commenced an ex- 
planation of his views on the subject,and of the course he 
should take with regard to it, but aller speaking a short time, 
yielded the floor to 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, who moved thatihe House adjourn till 
Monday next; and, upon that, 

Mr. ANDREWS demanded the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

Mr. VANDER POEL, after the call had proceeded, said that,as 
it seemed to be the disposition of the House not to adjourn over, 
and ashe wished to save time, he would, by permission, with- 
craw his motion; but, objection being made, the call was pre- 
ceeded in. when it appeared that there were yeas 36, nays 142. 

So the House refused to adjourn over, 

Mr. J. W. JONES, chairman of the Committee of ,Ways 
and Means, asked the unanimous consent of the House for the 
purpose of moving a resolution. He said the order giving the 
Crier the power to have the printing of the House executed 
had expired sevecal days ago; and moved a resolution that the 
saul order be extended for one week from Monday. 

Mr. R. GARLAND objected to the introduc#ion of the reso- 
lution 

Mr JONES said, two bills had been this day reported from 
the Committee of Ways and Means, accompanied by some 
estimates, al! of which it wasimportant, for the action of the 
committee, and indispensable to facilitate the public business, 
should be printed. 

Mr. GARLAND persisted in his objection; whereupon 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
introducing the resolution; but, before taking the question, 

Mr. SLADE said he would be willing to yield the floor to the 
gentleman to make his motion, if, by universal consent, it 
could be carried; but, as objection was made, and proceedings 
might take place upon the proposition which would deprive 
him of the foor, he could not consent to yield it. 

Mr. SLADE, however, gave way toa motion to adjourn; 
which, having failed, he was about resuming his remarks, 
when 

Mr. GENTRY, by his permission, gave notice that he 
would, when in order, introduce a bill providing for the as- 
sumption of certain debts of the States, and appropriate the 
procecds of the public lands for that parpose. : 

Mr. SLADE here tnace a motion that the House adjourn; and 
the yeas and nays having been ordered upon said motion, were 
—-yeas 73, nays S6. 

So the House refused to adjourn. : 

Mr. SLADE then made a motion to postpone the subject be- 
fore the House until Monday 12 o’clock,and made the special 
orterat that time 

Mr. R. GARLAND gave Mr. Stans fair warning that if he 
could deprive that gentleman of the floor on that prop¢ sition on 
Monday, he would do so, 

The question was then taken by tellers on the postponement, 
(Messrs. Dromooots and Davias, of Pennsylvania, acting 4s 
such,) when it appeared that there were—ayes 106, noes 21. 

Mr. J. W. JONES again renewed his proposition to extend 
the power of the Cezx to provide a suitable person to execute 
the necess2vy printing unt! Monday weet next. He said it 
was indispensab!y neccesary to have the printing executed by 
some person. ‘ 

Objection being again made to the introduction of the reso- 
lution 

Mr. ONES moved to suspend the rules for that purpose; but 
before taking the question, 

Mr. STANLY moved an adjournment, and the yeas and nays 
having been ordered upon the same, he withdrew his moJcn. 

The question then recurred on the motion to suspeud the 
rules, and on that 

Mr. R. GARLAND demanded the yeas and naye, wh ch were 
ordered, and were—yeas 12, naya 67, as follows: 
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YEAS8—Mesere. Alford, J Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Beatty, Black, Botts, Boyd, Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. 
Brown. Burke, Bampsen H. Bader, William O Bauer, Cal- 
houn, Carr, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Ciitford, Coles, Conner, 
Mark A Cooper, Craig, Crockett, Cushing, Dana, Davee, 
Jon Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Drom- 
guvole, Duncan, Earl, Lastman, Kdwarda, Ely, Floyd, For- 
nance, James Gariand, Gerry, Graham, Hammond, Hand, 
John Hastings, Hawkins, Henry, John Billi of North Caro- 
Jina, Hillen, Holleman, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jackson, 
Jos. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Kein, Kemble, 
Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lucas, McClellan, MeCulloh, Me- 
Kay, Marchand, Medill, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. 
Morris, Newhard, Pariah, Parmenter, Parris, Petrikin, Ram- 
ecy, Rayner, Reynolds, Edward Rogers, Samuela, Shaw, 
Slade, Thomas Smith, Surkweather, Steenrod, Srong, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Taylor, Francis Thomas, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Watierson, Weller, Wick, 
Jared W. Wiiliams, and Henry Williame— 112. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Simeon H. Anderson, Andrews, 
Barnard, Bell, Brockway, Carter, ( hinn, Chittenden, James 
Cooper, Corwm, Crabb, Cranston, Curtia, Davies, Garret Da- 
vis, Dennis, Evans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, 
Giddi igs, Goegin, Granger, Graves, Green, Habersham, Wm. 
§. Hastings, Jobn Mull of Virginia, Hoffman, Holmes, James, 
Charles Johnsion, William Cost Johnson, Keim, Kempehall, 
Liwrence, Marvin. Mitchell, Monroe, Mergan, Naylor, Palen, 
Peck, Poy, Proflit, Randall, Ravidan, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonsial!, Simonton, Stanly. Storrs, Stuart, Taliferro, 
Toland, Tripieu Trumbull, WagnerJoho White, 'T. W. Wil- 
liams, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—67- 

So the rules were not suspended, a vote of two-thirds being 
necessary for that purpose. 

Mr, CURTIS here gave notice that he would, on the firet op- 
portunity aflorded k leave to introduce a bill forthe rehef of 
certain insolvent debtors of the United States, and to repeal 
ceitain acts re attay Ww cuch devtore. 

On motion, 

The House then a! 

€ ———- — 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Sarcrpay, January 18, Is40 

The SPEAKER jounced to the House that the subject be- 
fore it was the special orier, beim the proposition oft Mr. 
Tnompson,of South Cacolina,to amend the rales by the addition 
of the tolluwing 

Resolved, Yhat, upon the presentation of any memorial or 
petition, praying for the abolition of slavery or the slave trade 
Inany District, Territory, or State of the Union, and upon the 
presentation of any resoluuon, or other paper touching that 
subject, the receplion ot such memorial, petiuon, resolution, or 
paper, shall be considered as objected to, and the question of 
its reception ehall be laid on the table, without debate, or further 
aciion thereon 

Mr. SLADE, who was entitled to the floor upon this subject, 
was proceeding, but was interrupted by 

Mr. LEET, who asked him to ci e way for the purpore of 
enabling him to make amotion that the House proceed to the 
election of public printer. He said that it was tndispensably 
necessary that provision should be made to have the printing 
executed—that the public business was suffering. The chair- 
man of the Commitiee of Ways and Means made a motion, on 
yesterday to provide temporarily for printing,it being, he said.on 
the ground that it was absolutely necessary to facilitate the public 
business. Mr. L. was progressing in some further remarks, 
when he was interrup'ed by 

Mr. SLADE, who claimed to proceed with his remarks; but 
was again interrupted by 

Mr. BIDDLE, who wished, he said, to present to the House a 
petiiion with which he had been charged tor several days, on 
the subjeet of safety guards lo preveat explesivns of steam- 
boats 

Mr. SLADE said thatifany way could be devised for him 
tv permit the motions, and yet retain the floor upon the question 
before the louse, he would willingly yield; on which sugges 
tion he yielded, when 

Mr. BiDDLIE made a motion that the petition would be 
received by universal consent, and referred to a select commit- 
te*; but objection having been made to its reception, 

Mr. FISHER vose aud said: the House will recollect that, 
on yesterday, I made known to 1 that LT was absent from the 
hall when the gentleman from New York submitted a copy 
of his letter to Genera! Green, and his remarks upon it; and 
that Lcould not then take notice of them, for the reason that I 
did not hear them. Istated, however, that when these remarks 
should appear in the papers, UL esteemed them of such a cha- 
racter as to require a netice from me, I should notice them this 
moring. J have read the report of the gentleman’s remarks in 
the National Intelligencer of this morning, and [take it for 
granted thatthe report iscorrect, though I have been informed 
by some gentlernen of this Louse that some things are report- 
ed to have been said by the gentleman, which were not deli: 
vered by him tothe House. Such as they were, they require 
some sight no ice from me 

Tnecd scarcély aliude to the circumstance that the gentleman 
chose to deliver those remarks in my absence. Whether this 
was done inadvertently, or wuh a view of “managing the 
thing adroiily,”’ T leave it to this House to conclude; but lL will 
say for myeelf, that Inever wi!! rise on this Joor and direct my 
remarks toa gentleman behind his back, or in his absence. 1 
look upon this precedure as not in accordance with what a gen- 
tleman shoulddo. But the letter of the gentleman is before the 
public; my statement is be'ore the public; the statement 
of the gentleman is before the public, and I will leave it 
to them tosay whether the levier does not bear out every thing 
Teaid. What did Jeay? I will read an extract from the gen- 
tleman’s ietter, te show how tully it agrees with my siatement, 
Mr. F. here read the follewing extract: 

“Ithas occurred to me and other of my political friends, 
that such an arrangemeut could be made with you as would 
justify the entire Whig party in supporting you for that 
office.” 

Now, what was the arrangement that would justify the 
entire Whig party Ww suj porting Gen. Green for that office? 
The letter telie. ht is thes 

“Now, what had passed through my mi d, was simply thie: 
that you should, in the event of y ur election, offer Gales and 
Seaton to share equally with them, reepectively, the profits of 
the office, after silewion them a fair compensation owt, for their 
pereonal rervices; they to do ail the work at their office, and 
you to be elected to the station 
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“The profits cannot be less for the whole Congress than 
$30,000; this would give you $10,000, you ffving no trouble 
or responsibility whatever.”’ 

That is the consideration, Mr. F.said. Itis very true the 
gentieman says he “suggests this on his own responsibility,” 
but he goes on to say, “but, nevertheless, I hazard nothing in 
the conjectnre, that if you are here and put in, the thing can be 
managed adroitly enough to insure success.” 1 know not, said 
Mr. F. what the gentieman’s ideas of ethics may be; he may 
think there is nothing like bribery in his proposition; but I leave 
it to the House and tothe world to say whether its object was 
not to move in a certain direction, and off-ring $10,000 to 
produce a certainresult. Ifit were proper to reler to Geveral 
Green’s letter, it would show that he looked upon the thing as 
pointing directly to certain gentlemen in this House. The 
gentleman says he spoke of no voles, and alluded to no particu- 
lar individual; but was it to be supposed that he would come 
outin a matter of this kind, and name individuals occupying a 
particular position on this floor? The genveman knows how 
to “manage such things too adroitiy’’ to become so very spe- 
cific as to name individuals, or even to name their party name 
or designation. My object, however, said Mr. F. in rising, is to 
say that my statementis before the world, with the letter of the 
gentleman and his statement, and Jet the world judge how they 
agree together. The main leading object of the genUeman’s 
letter, was the offer of $10,000 to produce a certain result. I 
stated that in so many words, and the letter will bear me 
out in it. 

Mr. MITCHELL said the House would bear him outin the 
assertion that he had acted throughout in this matter in self- 
defence. In reference to this business he was not accountable, 
He rose yesterday to redeem his promise to the House which 
he made when first he addressed them on the subject, and was 
not aware that the gentleman from North Carolina was not in 
the Hall till he looked around and found his seat vacant. He 
had given notice that as soon as he received acopy of his letter 
to General Green, he would lay it before the House, and at the 
earliest moment after receiving it, he redeemed his promise. 
He would} now call the attention of the gentleman from North 
Carolina to something in his statement which he, (Mr. M.) 
wished him to explain—for itseemed strange that the gentle- 
man should recollect so distinctly the particular words which 
appear in the letter when they are not in it atall. The gentle- 
man in this statement says: 

“The genteman from New York commences the letter by 
saying that it had been distinctly ascertained that Messrs. 
Gales and Seaton could not be elected public Printers, and that 
his aversion to Mr. Blair was so great that he was disposed to 
go all Jengthsto defeat his election, and that he believed that, 
by the acquisition of a few votes, Gen. Green could be elected.” 

Now, said Mr. M. there is not a single word of this character 
in my letter. I did not allude to the acquisition of a few votes, 
nor did I say that my aversion to Mr. Blair wasso great that I 
would go all lengths to defeat hiselection. And 1 said that I 
did not wish Gen. Green to do any act that was not justifiable 
to his conscience and to the world. | it was to that particular 
part of the gentleman’s statement that I wish to call his at- 
tention. 

Mr. FISHER replied : In giving my statements, I did not 
pretend to give the exact words in the gentleman’s letter, nor did 
I pretend to give all that was in it. J forgot the most marerial 
parts of it—I forgot all about “ adroit management.” As to 
what I said about Mr. Blair, I ask if the leer does not justify 
me in what I said. I will quote the gentleman’s own words: 
“IT havea strong desire to defeat Blair, and would be glad to 
do so ina way to oblige you personally.” But, sir, I have 
done with the subject. 

Mr. GRAVES here rose and called the attention of the House 
to an article which appeared in the Globe of yesterday evening, 
in which he said it was intimated that he had been guiliy of a 
finesse by which a fraud was practised on the House. Mr G. 
then read the following: 

“Inthe House, the Abolition discussion is continued. Mr. 
Cores’s resolution, which would, if passed, have closed the de- 
bate, was laid on the table. Mr Graves, some days ago, 
moved a reconsideration; aad this prevented Mr. Toompson of 
Mississippi from moving it. Mr. Graves, to-day, having car- 
ried the ieconsideration, withdrew the motion, and so Mr. 
CoLEs’s proposition, was lost, it being held that it was too late 
for any o:her to move the reconsideration. This looks like 
finesse.” 

If, said Mr. G. I made this motion, and had afterwards with- 
drawn it with the view of preventing the gentleman from Mis 
sissipp!, or any other gentleman, from making it, I should have 
commited a fraud on him, and on the House; but my object is 
now toshow that I did nosuch thing. 1 mentioned my inten- 
tion of moving the reconsideration to some gentlemen of the 
Ifouse, and to avoid interfering with the discussion going on. I 
postponed it until the latest hour at which the motich conid be 
male. 


When I thought the House was about to adjourn, I rose and 
remarked to the SPEAKER that I offered my motion now, be- 
cause it could not be made after that day. I did not observe 
who had the floor, until the gentleman from Georgia observed 
that he yielded 4 to me. I then submitted the motion without 
having heard from the gentleman from Mississippi, or wi:hout 
having the least idea thac he contemplated making such a 
motion; nor did I believe that he or any other gontleman in- 
tended to make it. I should feel myself unworthy of the seat I 
occupy here, if I were capable of deceiving any gentle- 
man, or by any sort of finesse preventing him from offer 
ing a motion to this House. Neither the gentleman from 
Mississippi, nor any other gentleman, could say that he 
desired to make such a motion. When I percetved that 
it was the determination of the House that if this recon- 
sideration prevailed, the question on the resolution of the 
gentleman from South Carolina should be taken at once, and 
thus cut off the debate—the remarks of the gentleman from 
Georgia, [Mr. Corauitt,] who yielded him the floor, among 
others, I proposed to postpone the consideration until three 
o’clock, and that proposition not appearing satisfactory, I pro- 
posed to postpone it until twelve o’clock to-day. Both these 
propositions appearing to be unacceptable, and finding that, by 
persisting in my metian the debate wou d be cutoff, I stated to 
the House that I could accomplish my object in an independent 
way, and would therefore withdraw my motion. So, sir, the 
charge that I was guilty of finesse, by which the gentleman 
from Mississippi was prevented from making his motion, is 
without any foundation. 

Before 1 take my seat, Mr. G. said, I wish to make a remark 
or (wo in relation to another charge against me, which origina 











ted in the Government organ. In a a 
: report 
of this House, made by the Globe in aibteeee FOCEedingy 
contesied election case, he was represented as sayin devi] 
members from New Jersey, who held the Govers — 
cate, were entitled to their seats; and it was not in the — 
this body to prevent them from taking them. He hae of 
that they should be excluded, because five loafers - 
proper to come there and claim their seats.” AGRA deg 
Now, at the time he made these remarks, he ex 
disclaimed applying the term loafers (o either of th ; 
claimants from New Jersey, and the Intelligencer of they 
reported him correctly as making the disclaimer, Butt — 
reportin the Globe, it appeared that he had denounced th : 
tiemen whot came on tn opposition to the returned ge” 
bers as five loafers This report was made the fom ‘ation 
in several of the newspapers of the North, and — 
larly in one of them, [Mr. G. aliuded to the New Sewten 
York,) for the most violent attacks on him, re oa New 
him as a blackguard in using language on that seotie _ 
ing a member of the body. Under these circumstance ’ a 
peated to one of the New Jersey ceutiemen, (Mr. ean ¢ ap. 
with whom he was acquainied, to know whether he unde 
him as using that oflensive language.and that gentleman asm 
him thathe had not. He then applied to one of his pore. 
who belonged tothe Administration party, to go to Mr. Blane 
point out the injustice his report had cone him, and to aak his 
to correct it, His colleague did go to Mr. Blair, andask hi 
make the necessary correction of his report; but he sent . 
swered that he must receive a note, pointing out the error whe 
he would insert in his paper. Now, as he did not choose = 
into a correspondence with the ediior of the Globe, the mater 
rested. It seems to me, said Mr. G. that when we odene 
persons here as reporters of debates, if they repert remarks » 
persons to whom they are politically opposed, they should 
do it fairly, and not by reporting one sentence, and sup 
the qualification, convey a different idea of the Speaker's 
meaning. For my own part, 1 would not care whether 
they reported me at ali—but if they do report my te 
marks, I wish then to report all that I say. if 
Lhad known the Reporter of the Globe, who mate the ~ 
port to which I have adverted, 1 would have moved to expe 
him from the Hall. Iwill vote, Mr. G. eaid, to expel any 
Reporter from this Hall who dares to misrepresenta politicat 
adversary by reporting a part of his speech that may do hun 
injusuce, and notreporting the other part necessary to make 
him understood. Afier some further remaiks from Mr. 
GRAVES. 

Mr. BOYD, of Kentucky, observed that he was present, and 

listened to the speech of his colleague on the New Jersey elec. 
tion case, to which he referred; and he could, therefore, say 
that it was true that be did qualify his remarks in relation o 
loafers coming to claim seats here, so as to show that he did pot 

mean to apply them to either side of the New Jersey claimants, 

With regard to the part he took, or the statement he made te 

the Editor of the Globe, he would briefly say, that he ‘met Mr, 

Blair, and stated to him, that in aneditorial remark of his he 

had misstated Mr. Graves, and that that gentleman requested 

himto make acorrection. Mr. Blair denied that he had done 

so in any editorial remark, and said that ifthere wasa misstate- 

ment of the gentleman, it must be in the report of the proceedings 

of the House; and, ifso, he would with very great pleasure make 

any corrections that Mr. G. might deem necessary. He had no 

doubt but what the report his friend referred to was a missiate 

ineut, and so he informed the Editor; but he was under anim- 

pression at the time that it was in an editorial remark. The 

Editors of the Globe had made no editorial remayks in relation 

tothe subject, but said that ifthere was a misstaiement, it mut 
be in the report, and that he would, with a great deal of plea- 
sure, insert any correction that the gentleman might deemne- 

cessary. I thoughtit due to my colleague and to Mr. Blair to 
make this statement. 

Mr. GRAVES. Isubmit to my colleague whether J did not 
request him to wait on Mr. Blair, apd say to him that I had 
been misrepresented ina report in the Globe ; and whether he 
had not seen in the columns of the New York New Era aa 
article in which I was grossly abused, in consequence of the 
remarks I was represented in the Globe to have made. And I 
submit to him, Mr. G. said, whether I did not apply to him to 
go to Mr. Blairand get him to correct the erroneous report, 
without subjecting me to a correspondence. 

Mr. BOYD. It is true that Ieaw a very abusive article 19 
the New York Era, in relation w the remarks attributed tomy 
colleague on the New Jersey election case; but I have not 0 
this day read thereport in the Globe on which my colleague 
says it was founded. Itis true my colleague came tome, and 
requested that] would make the suggestion to the Edxor of the 
Giobe, to correct the report without subjecting him to a cor 
respendence. But] went to Mr Blair, and he replied promptly 
that his columns were open, and that he would insert any cor 
rection the gentleman might deem necessary. It is true thet 
my colleague applied to me to go again to Mr. Blair; butitis 
also true that I did not doit. Ifelt that I had done my duty 1 
the part I had already taken. 

rt. STANLY observed that they would have nothing else (0 
do, ifthey endeavored to correct the errors and falsehoods that 
appeared in that paper. ’ 

The SPEAKER calied Mr. Stanty to order, ané he took bis 
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seat. 

mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi said, as he had taken a patt 
in this transaction, it was due tothe gentleman from Kentuck¥ 
that he should make a short statement. It was true he had 
voted with the majority to lay the proposition of the gentlemen 
from Virginia {Mr. Cours] on the table. It was true thathe 
had had no conference with the gentleman trom Kentucky ! 
relation to the motion for reconeideration. It was also true that 
he, Mr. T. did not intend to make that motion on the day it ¥s 
made. He was satisfied with h’s vote, and would now be 
from changing it en the proposition, asit then read. Butater 
the motion for reconsideration was made, he, Mr. T. held 4p* 
vate interview withthe centleman from Virginia. [Mr Couss | 
and told hit. that he wou!d vote a reconsideration on condition 
that he (Mr. C.] would sochange his proposition aa to acce" 
with the resalution passed at ihe last session on this subjecs 
which had given general eatisfaction to the country. He. ii 
T. assur d the genticman from Vireinia that he never cot 
coneent to hav et is House recede from the positien then taken 
in reference to these petitions. He was willing to rise hight 
but never to giteground. The gentleman from Virginia seh" 
to make the amendment. Therezpon he, Mr. T. became 
sirous for a recensideration, and was very reluctant fer the £e° 
tleman from Kentucky to withdraw his motion. He 
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